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| ſpeech that cannot be condemned. Tit. li. 7, 8. 


Be thou an example of the believers, In word, in converſations 
in charity, in ſpirit, in faith, in purity. 1 Tin. ive 12. 
1 have fought a good fight, I have finiſhed my courſe, I have 
kept the faith i henceforth there is laid up for me a crown 
of righteouſneſs, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, ſha 
give me at that day, 2 Tims ive 7, 8. 
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judged neceſſary that we atteſt 


PRELATCKE 


T HAT the ſubjects of the fol- 


lowing Papers are ſerious and in- 
ter eſting, We ſuppoſe, will be rea- 


dily admitted. It is, however, 


that the Papers themſelves are the 
genuine productions of our father. 


1. The MEMoIRs were in ſub- 


ſtance written by his own hand two 
or three years before he died. It 
was his care to mark the ſingular 
diſpenſations of Providence towards 
him; and then prudently to de- 
4 „ clare 


viii) 
clare them to his children, that 
they alſo might ſet their hope in 
God. 


2. The LET TERS were ſent by 
to ſome i intimate friends. We 
need ſcarce inform the reader that 
the author never had the moſt re- 
mote thought of their being print- 


ed. Some of the perſons who had 


them in poſſeſſion finding their own 
hearts warmed with the truths 
which they contained, expreſſed a 
willingneſs to have them made 


public for the edification of others. 


3. The Ess A vs were compoſed 


by him, and publiſhed at London; 


ſome of them in the Goſpe! Maga- 
zine, and the reſt in the Theological 
A * As comparatively few 


have 
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N 
have ſeen = through theſe Jn 
vine treaſures of Chriſtian know- 
ledge, it was thought that, by the 
reprinting of the Eſſays in this col- 
lection, they would be of more 
general ſervice. 


be 


4. The Dying worDs were 
almoſt all wrote down when ut- 
tered; and, as the writer. behoved 
to attend to the duties of his ſtation 
in a diſtant part of the country, 
much of what was ſaid in his ab- 
ſence was forgotten. It will be 
admitted by all who were acquaint- 
edwith the deceaſed, that, although 
he had a pecular pleaſure in relat- 
'ing the well-atteſted accounts of 
the experiences of others, yet, with 
reſpect to his own, he was very 
reſerved If in the end of his life 
7 he 
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he expreſſed his confidence in the 


ftrongeſt terms, it can only be im- 


puted to the fulneſs of his inward 
_ perſuaſion. If at laſt he was free 


in mentioning God's gracious deal- 
ings with his foul, it will be re- 
membered that it was only among 


a circle of friends and acquaint- 


ances. But indeed his heart was 
ſo much filled with the admira- 


tion of the love of God that he 
could not but ſpeak the things 
+ which he had ſeen and heard.“ 


. The apvices to the children 


and to the congregation were found 


among our father's papers after his 


deceaſe. He was convinced in his 


own mind that union to Chriſt, evi- 


denced by conformity to him in ho- 


lineſs, 6» 1 | the one thing needful ** | 


this 
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i Was the doctrine which he 


taught whilſt he lived; and he in- 
tended that theſe advices ſhould 


declare his ſentiments on this ſub- 
ject when he was dead. 


No doubt the editors will be 
cenſured by ſome, as too partial to 


the memory of their deceaſed fa- 
ther, in offering theſe papers to the 


public: we however flatter our- 
ſelves that the ,pleaſing hope of 
being inſtrumental in doing good to 
ſouls will always more than over- 


balance any uneaſineſs ariſing from 
rellgQzong of this kind. 


If ſome ſecure hypocrites are 


awakened; ſome profane ſinners 


are converted; ſome wavering 
Chriſtians are eſtabliſhed; and 
a ſome 


wii 
ſome diſtreſſed ſouls are comforted : 
we have fully gained our end in 
| the publication. 


That the Lord may make the 
peruſal of theſe 8ELECT REMAINS. 
effectual for accompliſhing ſuch 
valuable purpoſes on many men, is 


the prayer of their ſervants 1 in the 
work of the goſpel, 


| | Joux Brown, 


| EB ENE Zz ER BROWN. 


Feb. 6, 1789. 


SELECT REMAINS, &c. 


MEMOIRS OF MR, BROWN'S LIFE. | 


} 


Tas: Rev. John Brown was born i in 
the year 1722, in a little village called 
Kerpoo, in the county of Perth, Scot- 

land. He wrote the following ſhort 


narrative about a year before he died. 


The more I confider the dealings 
between God and my ſoul, I am the 
more amazed at his marvellous kind- 
neſs to me, and at my nn and 


* inn him. 


2 — reflect ; 
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I reflect on it as a great mercy, that 
I was born in a family which took care 
of my Chriſtian inſtruction, and in which 
I had the privilege of God's worſhip 
both morning and evening. This was 
the caſe in few families in that corner; 
and it was the more remarkable, con- 
ſidering that my father had not got any 
regular inſtruction in reading. 


About the eighth year of my age, I 


happened in a crowd to puth into the 
church at Abernethy, on a ſacrament 


| ſabbath. Then it was common for all 
but intended communicants to be ex- 


cluded. Before I was excluded, I 
heard one or two tables ſerved by a 


miniſter, who ſpake much to the com- 


mendation of Chriſt; this in a ſweet 
and delightful manner captivated my 
young affections, and has ſince made 
me think that children ſhould never 
be he out of. the church on ſuch oc- 


Fe” cafions. ; 


. 
caſions. At this period of life my 
thirſt after knowledge was great, and 
indeed pride often inſtigated me to di- 
ligence, My parents' circumſtances 
were ſuch, that they were not able to 
afford me any great length of time 
at ſchool for reading, writing, and 
arithmetic. I had a particular delight 
in learning by heart the catechiſms 
publiſhed by Vincent, Flavel, and the 
Weſtminſter aſſembly, and was much 
profited by them: one month at ſchool, 
without my parents allowance, I be- 
ſtowed upon the Latin. 
My father dying about abs; ele- 
venth year of my age, and my mother 
ſeoon after, I was left a poor orphan, 
and had almoſt nothing to depend on 
but the providence of God ;---and I 
muſt ſay that the Lord hath been 
© the father of the fatherleſs, and the 
. 1 3.13 „ 
B2 In | 
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| I reflect on it as a great mercy, that 
I was born in a family which took care 
of my Chriſtian inſtruction, and in which 
1 had the privilege of God's worſhip 
both morning and evening. This was 
the caſe in few families in that corner; 
and it was the more remarkable, con- 
ſidering that my father had not got any 
regular inſtruction in reading. 
About the eighth year of my age, I | 
happened in a crowd to puſh into the 
church at Abernethy, on a ſacrament 
ſabbath. Then it was common. for all 
but intended communicants to be ex- 
cluded. Before I was excluded, I 
heard one or two tables ſerved by a 
miniſter, who ſpake much to the com- 
mendation of Chriſt: this in a ſweet 
and delightful manner captivated my 
 ybung affections, and! has ſince made 
me chink that children ſhould never 
be kept out of the church on ſuch o- 
caſions. ; 


(4's 


cafions. At this period of life my 
thirſt after knowledge was great, and 
indeed pride often inſtigated me to di- 
ligence. My parents circumſtances 
were ſuch, that they were not able to 
afford me any great length of time 
at ſchool for reading, writing, and 
arith metic. I had a particular delight 
in learning by heart the catechiſms 
publiſhed by Vincent, Flavel, and the 
Weſtminſter aſſembly, and was much | 
profited by them: one month at ſchool, 
without my-parents' allowance, 1 be- 
ſtowed upon the Latin. 
My father dying about the ele- 
venth year of my age, and my mother 
ſoon after, I was left a poor orphan, 
and had almoſt nothing to depend on 
but the providence of God ;---and I 
muſt ſay that the Lord hath been 
© the father of the fatherleſs, and che 
8 orphan” s ſtay . 
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In the chirteenth and fourteenth years 
of my life, the Lord by his word, read 
and heard, did often ftrive with my 
ſoul for its good. The peruſal of Allan's 

„Alarm to the Unconverted” contri- 
buted, in ſome meaſure, to awaken my 
chan and to move my affec- 
tions. However, ſome of his hints, 
made worſe by my corrupt mind, oc- 
caſioned my legal covenanting with 
God. 1 made much the ſame uſe of 
that excellent book Guthrie's © Trial of 
a Saving Intereſt in Chriſt.” Indeed, 
ſuch was the bias of my heart, under 
her convictions, that I was willing to 

do any thing rather than to flee to 

_ Chriſt, and truſt to his free grace alone 
for my ſalvation. 6 
I had no ſmall pleaſure, about this 
time, in reading religious books, ſuch 
as the Bible, Rutherford's Letters, 
Gouge's Directions how to walk with | 

mer WS. God. 


,. 


ts) 


God, &c. By means of attention to 


theſe, IJ was led into ſome meaſure 
of tenderneſs in my external behavi- 


our. The impreſſions which were 
made on my mind, by the ſermons 


which I heard, and the books which 


I read, were on certain occafions very 
great, and ſometimes continued for 


ſeveral day s. Under theſe I was 


much given to prayer, but concealed 


all my religious exerciſes to the utmoſt. 
of my power. Within a few months 


after my mother's death I was ſeized 


four times with fevers, which ſucceed- 
ed each other rapidly, and which 


brought me ſo low, that almoſt every 


: perſon who ſaw me loſt all hopes of my 


4 —  __— 


recovery : though! I did not expect im- 


ediate death in thoſe troubles, yet 


apprehenſions of eternity exceedingly 
affected me. A ſerious friend told me, 


1 after I was recovered, that, when ſhe 
. 


. 

was praying in my behalf, the words 
© I will fatisfy him with long life, and I 
© will ſhew him my ſalvation,” were ſo 
impreſſed by God on her heart, that ſhe 
was perfectly eaſy under all my diſtreſs. 

Deprived of my parents, I was 
obliged to leave a ſmall religious fa- 
mily, and to enter into a larger. 
This was attended with much practical 
apoſtaſy from the Lord. My former 
attainments were loſt, and religious 
exerciſes were often omitted. Even 
ſecret prayer was not always regularly 


performed; but I in my folly pleaſed = 


myfelf, by making up the number in 

one day, in which I had been deficient 5 

on another. 
After many changes | in the frame of 


my heart, Providence again afflicted 5 
me with a fever in the nineteenth year 


of my age: this in ſome degree 
awakened my concern about eternal 

lalvation. 
On After 


4 #8); 


After my recovery, I heard a ſermon 
on John vi. 64. © There are ſome of you 
that believe not.” This, though deli- 
vered by one that was reckoned a 
general preacher, pierced my conſci- 
ence as if almoſt every ſentence had 
been directed to none but me; and it 
made me conclude myſelf one of the 
greateſt unbelievers in the world. My 
ſoul was thrown into a ſort of agony, 
and I was made to look on all my for- 
mer experiences as effects of the com- 
mon operations of the Holy Ghoſt. In 
this manner I viewed them for many 
years afterwards, till at laſt God 
ſhewed me that I was wrong in throw- 
ing aſide all my attainments as having 
nothing really gracious in them. 
Next day I heard a ſermon on 
II. Iii. 4+. © Surely he hath borne our 
griefs and carried our ſorrows,” This 
enlightened and melted my heart in 

. a way 


(8 9 

a waythat I had never before felt. 
I was made—as a poor loſt ſinner, as 
the chief of finners—to eſſay appro- 
priating the Lord Jeſus as having done 
all for me, and as wholly made over to 
me, in the goſpel, as the free gift of 
God; and as my all-ſufficient Saviour, 
anſwerable to all my folly, ignorance, 
_ guilt, filthineſs, ſlavery, and miſery, 
Through this, and other ordinances, 
the pleaſure which I had enjoyed 
in fome former years was not only 
remarkably returned, but I attained 
far clearer views of the freedom of 
God's grace, and the exerciſe of tak- 
ing hold of, and pleading, the pro- 
miſes of the goſpel. T had not been 
much above a year, when I was exer- 
ciſed with a new trial of five years 
continuance, In conſequence of my 
anxious purſuit after learning, as op- 
portunity was given, and eſpecially by 
N e che :: 


a 8 

_ the. gracious affiſtance of God, I had 
acquired ſome knowledge of the Latin, 
Greek, and Hebrew languages ; and 
was reſolving to uſe them in the ſer- 
vice of Chriſt, if he ſhould open a 


regular door. My learning of theſe 


languages without a maſter, except 
for one month, occafioned my obtain- 
8 ; 

ing the favour of ſome, and my meet- 


ing with the malice of others. By 


the laſt it was repreſented that I had 


certainly got my learning in ſome ſinful 
way; and this groundleſs calumny 


ſpread far and wide. The reproach 
was exceedingly diſtreſſing to me; 


however, God was gracious, for I en- 


joyed remarkable mixtures of mercy 
with the affliction. At the beginning 


of the trial, the words The Lord 


will command his loving kindneſs 


in the day-time, and his ſong ſhall 
be wich me in the night, and my. 
"ms Prayer 
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© prayer to the God of my life,” | were 
peculiarly ſweet to my ſoul. | 

The members of the Praying So- 
ciety, to which I belonged, continued 
my ſteady friends, and were more kind 
to me now than before. My acquaint- 
ance with the world being extended, 
many others alſo manifeſted remark- 


able ſympathy. But my chief ſup- 


port under the calumny was the 


words of truth, which the Lord ena- 


jed me to believe. At ſacramental 


occaſions, at. Dunfirmline, Burntiſ- 


land, and Glaſgow, he marvelouſſy 
refreſhed my foul, and made theſe 
years the moſt pleaſant that ever I 
had, or perhaps ever ſhall have on 


earth. 


Diſcourſes on theſe texts ; Heb. x. 
37.— Vet a little while, as he that 


c Bug come will come: * Eze. xxxvii. 


_ "ge. o my People, J will 


open 


( uw ) 

open your graves l' and Pſalm xci. 
2.—“ J will ſay of the Lord, he is my 
refuge: and a Meditation on Pſal. 
v. 7. But as for me, I will eome into 
© thy houſe in the multitude of thy 
© mercy ;* were peculiarly raviſhing. 
Mean while the Lord, by the re- 
proach which was caſt upon me, led 
me out to ponder on my own heart 
and way, and made me to ſee myſelf 
before him as a devil, and much 
worſe. This excited me to ſubmit to 
my lot, and kept me from ex poſing 
my flanderers. Micah's words much 
affected my heart; chap. vii. 8-10. 
KRRejoice not againſt me, O mine 
enemy; when I fall I fhall ariſe; 
© when I fit in darkneſs the Lord ſhall: 
be a light unto me, &c.” Then, and 
ever ſince, F have found! that the 
Lord hath moſt plainty vindicated me 
when 1 have made the leaſt carnal 
. B * — 
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© 3 
ſtruggling for my own honour. I could 
not but remark too, that the ſting, 
which I had found in my learning, 
tended to keep me humble under what 
I had attained ; and the falſe reproaches 
which I then met with have made 
me all along leſs credulous of what EF 
have heard charged upon others. On 
theſe, and other accounts, I have ſince 
looked upon that affliftion as a kind 
providence to my ſoul. By a won- 
derful variety of diſpenſations, the 
Lord graciouſly opened a way for my 
getting ſome regular inſtruftion in 
philoſophy and divinity; and I was 
kcenſed: to. preach the everlaſting. 
_ goſpel in the year 1750. I could not 
but be affected, that about this time, 
if not the fame night, in which 1 
was licenſed, my primary calumniator 

was excommunicated by his ſupporters. 
— Behold, O my ſoul, the goodneſs 
C dt 


(3h. 7 


and ſeverity of God'—towards him 


ſeverity, and towards me (perhaps ten 


_ thouſand times worſe) goodneſs. Let 
me never be high-minded, but fear. 
On the morning before I was li- 
cenſed, that awful text was much im- 
preſſed on my fpirits; Iſa. vi. 9, 10. 


He ſaid, go and tell this people, 
Hear ye indeed, but underſtand not; 
© ſee ye indeed but perceive not. 
Make the heart of this people fat, 
and make their ears heavy, and ſhut 
their eyes; leſt they ſee with their 


eyes, and hear with their ears, and 


underſtand with their heart, and © 


convert and be healed. Since I was 


ordained at Haddington, I know not 


how often it hath been heavy to my 
heart to think how much this ſerip- 


ture hath been fulfilled in my miniſtry, 


Frequently 1 have had an anxious de- 
fire to be removed by death from be- 
DIE © > om 1 ie 
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ing a plagne to my poor congregation. 
Often, however, I have taken myſelf, 
and have conſidered this wiſh as my 
folly, and begged of the Lord that, 
if it was not for his glory to remove 
me by death, he would make me ſuc- 
ceſsful in my work. As to tranſport- 
ations, I never had a good opinion of 
the moſt of them ; and 1 always looked: 
upon it as ſo far a mercy that my 
congregation was ſmall. Aſter all, I. 

dare not but confeſs that Chriſt i Is the 
beſt maſter I ever ſerved: he hath 
often laid matter before me, and en- 
abled me with pleaſure to deliver his 
mind. Any little knowledge which I 
have had of my uncommonly wicked 
heart, and of the Lord's dealings with 
my own ſoul, hath helped me much 

in my ſermons; and I have obſerved, 

that I have been apt to deliver that 
which 1 had Experienced. in a more 


ſceling 
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feeling and earneſt manner than other 
matters. 


No ſermons that ever I peach 
were, I think, more ſweet to my own 
ſoul than thoſe on the following. 


texts; Pſal. cxlii. 7. Bring my ſoul 


© out of priſon: —Iſa. xliv. 35. One 


* ſhall ſay, I am the Lord's.” Chap. xlvi. 


5: Even to Fon old age, I am He:“ 


Chap. lx. 20.— © The days of thy 


£ mourning ſhall be ended: Tim. i. 
15, 16.— This is a faithful faying,. 
* and worthy. of all acceptation, that 
Chriſt Jeſus came into the world to 


+ ſave finners:* Rev. iii. 21.—* To 
him that overcometh will I grant to 
* fit with me on my throne :? and John. 


xi. 28.— The maſter is 2 3 ; 


c calleth for thee.” 


Now, after near forty years es 


ing of Chriſt, and his great and ſweet 
falyation, 1 chink that I would rather 


beg 


2 2 on 

beg my bread all the labouring days 
of the week, for an opportunity of pub- 
liſhing the goſpel on the Sabbath to 
an aſſembly of ſinful men, than with- 
out ſuch a privilege to enjoy the richeſt 
poſſeſſions on earth. By the goſ- 
_ © pel do men live; and in it is the 

© life of my ſoul.” O the kindneſs of 
God! Many, whoſe parents have been 
ſpared with them far longer than I 
had mine, are now in deep poverty, 
+ oy what is infinitely worſe, are aban- 


doned to all manner of wickedneſs ; 
while by ſtrange means the Lord hath 
| Preſerved and reſtrained me. From 
low circumſtances God hath, ' by his 
mere grace, exalted the orphan to 
the higheſt ation in the church; and 
I hope hath given me ſome ſucceſs, 


not only in preaching and in writing, 


but alſo.in training up many for the 
miniſtry. He choſe me to be his ſer- 
pant, 


DT 
vant, arid took me from the ſheep- 
fold, from following the ewes great 


with young; he brought me to feed 


Jacob his people, and Iſrael his inhe- 


ritance. Lord, what am I, and what 


ais my father's houſe, that thou hat 


* brought me hitherto! Upon a re- 


flection on God's outward providence, 
J look upon it as a mercy, that, 
conſidering the dreadful pride of my 
| beart, God did not make my talent 
to beſo properly, in a quick and ex- 


tenſive view of things at firſt, but ra- 
ther in a cloſe, perſevering and unwea- 


ried application to that in which I 
engaged. In the former reſpet I 
was always much inferior to many of 


my brethren. I cannot but remark it 


alſo as a kindneſs in Providence that, 


though when I commenced a preacher 


my imagination ſometimes led me to 


uſe flighty expreſſions in my ſermons, 


— 2 
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the Lord mats me aſhamed of this, as 
à real robbery from him to ſacrifice to 
my own accurſed pride,—Since that 
time, notwithſtanding my eager 
hunting after all the lawful learning 
which is known among the ſons of 
men, God hath made me generally to 


_ preach as if I nad never read another 


book but the Bible. I have eſſayed to 

_ preach ſcriptural truths in ſcriptural 

language. 
When I conſider my earthly- mind- 


edneſs, I admire the almighty grace 


of God in fo diſpoſing my heart, that 
it has rather been my care v manage 
frugally what God provided for me, 
than greedily to graſp at more. 
1 think, with reſpect to my congre- 
gation, that I have aimed at ſecking 
them, and not their's; and I am con- 
vinced, their charitable belief of 
this hath — them all along to 
regard 
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regard me, and to afford me ſufficient 
ſubſiſtence : yet it was not I, but 
© the grace of God, which did all” 1 
have looked upon it alſo as a graci- 
ous over-ruling of my mind that, 
though I have often grudged paying a 
penny or two for a trifle, the Lord 
hath enabled me cheerfully to beſtow 
as many pounds for pious purpoſes ; 
and, owing to kind Providence, my 

wealth, inſtead of being diminiſhed by 

this means, is much increaſed. From 
experience I can teſtify that liberality 
to the Lord is one of the moſt effec- 
tual means of making one rich. There 
© is that ſcattereth, and yet increaſeth; 
and there is that withholdeth more 
* than is *. and it tendeth to po- 
vert j. | 

-Refiaing: upon my own We 
conduct, I lament that I have been 
ſo deficient-in effectual fervent prayer 

for my 9 and for the 
. Church 


O00) : 
church of God. Except the Lord 
: keep the city, the watchman waketh 
in vain,” | 


I lament that my dissoute, and 
converſation in my family and with 
others, have not been more ſpiritual. 
A ſenſe of finful weakneſs, and unſkit- 
fulneſs in puſhing religious diſcourſe, 
hath made me averſe ſrom keeping 
much company; and when at any 
time I have been in company with 
others, without ſome ſerious diſcourſe 
hath been introduced, I have-left them 
with grief and ſhame. It is a divine 
command, Let your ſpeech be alway 
with grace, ſeaſoned with ſalt.“ 
J lament that I have not attended 
more frequently ſocieties for prayer 
and ſpiritual conference; and that 1 
have not been more diligent in cate- 
chiſing and exhorting children in my 
congregation. f am ee that 
e theſe 
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theſe exerciſes are ſome of the beſt 
means which miniſters can uſe for pro- 
moting the welfare of fouls; and it 
would be happy for the church if the 
zeal and care of teachers were chiefly 
- manifeſted about things of this nature. 
But the mercies which I have re- 
ceived, and the fins which I have com- 
| mitted, are innumerable... God has 
been doing (I had almoſt ſaid) all that 
he can, to fave, ſmile on, and favour 
me; and I have been acting to my 
uttermoſt in oppoſing and diſhonour- 
ing him. And now, after all that he 
has performed, and after all that I have 
profeſſed, I am good for nothing; 
neither to teach nor learn; neither to 
live nor die; but am, both in heart and 
in life, evil, only evil, ſuperabundantiy 
evil, unto this day. 


Form 


( 22 ) 


Form of a ſolemn Dedication to the Loxrd, 
found among Mr. BRowN's Papers. 


| Haddington, June 23, 5784— 
Loxy, I am now entering 
on the 34th year of my miniflry : an 
amazing inſtance of ſovereign mercy 

and patience to a cumberer of the 
ground! How ſtrange, that thou ſhould- 
eſt have, for more than ſixty years, 
continued ſtriving to exerciſe mercy 
and loving kindneſs upon a wretch that 
hath all along ſpoken and done all 
the evil that I could; nor ever would 
yield, but when almighty influence of 
free grace put it out of my power to op- 
poſe it. Lord, how often have I vowed, 
but never grown better; confeſſed, 
but never amended. Often thou haſt 
challen ged and corrected me, and yet 
PRs — have 
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l have gone on frowardly in the way 
of my heart. As an evil man, and ſe- 
ducer, I have grown worſe and worſe. 


But where ſhould a finner flee but 


tothe Saviour ? Lord, all refuge fail- 
eth me; no man can help my ſoul 
Nothing will do for me, but an uncom- 
mon ſtretch of thy almighty grace.— 
To thee, O Jeſus, I give up myſelf, 


as a fooliſh, guilty, polluted, and en- 
| ſlaved finner—and I hereby ſolemnly 


take thee as mine, as made of God 
to me wiſdom, righteouſneſs, ſanctifi- 
cation, and redemption! I give up 


myſelf, as a poor, ignorant, careleſs, 
and wicked creature, who hath been 
ever learning, and yet never able to 
come to the knowledge of the truth, 

to thee, O Lord, that thou mayeſt be- 

ſtow gifts on the rebellious, and exalt 
thy grace, in ſhewing kindneſs to the 


unworthy.— O Saviour, come down 
FO „ 


— —— . ————— 7˙ —˙1  — 


oe 


* 


and do ſomething for me before I die 


I give up myſelf and family, wife, 
children, and ſervant, to thee, encou- 
raged by thy promiſes ; Gen. xvii. 7. 
Jer. xxxi. 1. Iſa. xliv. 3.—lix. 21, I 
commit my poor, weak, withered con- 


gregation, deprived by death of its 
. pillars, that thou mayeſt ſtrengthen, 


refreſh, and govern it. I commit all 


my ſtudents unto thee, that thou, O 
Lord, mayeſt train them up for the 


miniſtry, —May never one of them be 


| ſo unfit as J have been! Lord, I deſire 
to take hold of thy new covenant, 
well ordered in all things, and ſure. 


This is all my ſalvation, and al my 


(Subſcribed) 8 


— 


Jonx Brown. 
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chat we e had learned Chriſt to any pur- 


poſe?! It were well to have learned but 
as much of him as to convince us that 
he is far above our comprehenſion. 
There is nothing in creation, but the 
more acquaintance we have with 8 


the more ſpots and blemiſhes we ſhall 


ſee; but Chriſt, themore he is ſeen and 

known, he appears ſo much the more 
comely! Created things anſwer but a 
fem wants, and that for a little time: 
but Jeſus anſwers all wants at once, 
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(36 :) 
and makes up one for ever and ever. 
It is truly fad that ſilly erifles ſhould 
be able to call off our hearts from him 
O, it is ſad that, when Chriſt is infi- 
nitely better than all, he ſhould be 
chiefly ſlighted by us! And wretched 
is our ingratitude, that, when Chriſt 
has done ſo much for us, we ſhould 
de unwilling to do any thing for him! 
'—O what a mercy that he deals not 
with us as we deſerve! As all law- 
ful buſineſs is full of Chriſt, and of 
eternal things, your's is ſo in a peeu- 
| liar manner.“ Your aſking of perſons 
| what they defire, as they come in, is an 
emblem of Chriſt's ſaying, Wbat 
will ye that I ſhould do unto you? 
Buy of me gold tried in the fire, that 
thou mayeſt be rich.” Vour arranging 
of goods on ſhelves puts me in mind 
of Chriſt's arranging his bleſſings in 
| 8 ordinances of the goſpel and K 


» His correſpondent being a merchant. £2 
VVV 
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the various promiſes, Often you let 
people ſee things, and they refuſe ts 
buy them at all; or, at leaſt, io take 
them at your price ;—a fad emblem of 
our conduct before Chriſt! Ah, 
how often do we come to his ordĩ- 
nances and buy nothing; view, his 
covenant in a- careleſs manner, and 
refuſe to have any of his ſpecial hene- 
fits! We reaſon with Chriſt; not to 
have his bleſſings cheaper - chat cannot 
bez but to have them at. a; higher 
rate than that at which Chriſt. offers 
them. Is not this madneſs, with a 
witneſs? We can give nothing, and yet 
will bid ſomething, when Chriſt tells us 
that he will not take any thing as his 
price. O, curſed is our contempt of 
Jeſus when we tempt him with any 
of our things? Perhaps you ſome- 
times exchange goods; but no ex- 
a change” is like that Which Chriſt 
| 8 3 made; 
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made; he took our curſe, and gives 
us his bleſſing ; he took our ſorrows, 
and gives us his Joys; - he takes our 
old heart, which is little worth, and 
| gives us a new one; he takes away 
our filthy garments, and clothes us with 
change of raiment! You get your 
on fhare of flack trade on ſome 
days; but if you could learn the way 
of trading quick with Chriſt; if bad 
debtors make you rightly oonſider 
what you owe to Chriſt, and how 
Poorly you pay; you might make the 
worſt part of your bufineſs the moſt 
profitable, 


Your's, Nc. 


LETTER 
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D AR Sin, 
IDEs TRE to ſympathize 
with you in your affliction. Experi- 
ence hath made me to know how hard 
it is to part with a pleaſant child. 
God hath in this diſpenſation ſnewed 
you, that Vanity of vanities, all 
e that cometh is vanity.” There is 
no certain ſource of pleaſure beſides - 
Chriſt. When we come into life we 
are much in the ſame ſituation as you 
were when you got home we find 
created joys on their death - bed. May 
we put as little truſt in them as they 
deſerve! In this ſtroke, I am ſure, 
God is righteous. Think if your 
tender little one did not twine about 
5 your heart, and draw it off from God. 

Wy 3 50 8 
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Is it not then juſt that God aboliſh the 
idol? But methinks this ſtroke is not 
only juff, but it is good alfo, both to 
you and to your child. What you 
have met with on the occaſion. ap- 
pears to me an evidence, ſo far as I 
can ſee into the ſecrets of Jehovah, 
that God has at once taken your child 
to himſelf, and in ſome meaſure taken 
your child's room in your heart. Now 
if, when young ones are in ſuch danger 
here, God hath taken your daughter 
to educate her in heaven; if ſhe is gone 
to Chriſt, your beſt friend above, as 

1 think, from your concern about her, 
appears manifeſt; is ſhe any worſe ; 
rather, is ſhe not far better? Do you 


do well to be angry that God has dealt 


ſo graciouſly with her? Learn from 

the death of children to pant for the 
everliving God ; to conſider them, and 
all created things, as mere loans, which 


( 31 ) 
God may recall at pleaſure. Efteem 
nothing but Chriſt your proper poſſeſ- 
ſion: all things beſide him give us 
the ſlip. As to the queſtion which you 
propole—How may one know that 


afflictions are ſanctified? I would an- 


ſwer, if they tend to humble us; if 
they open our eyes to diſcern a vanity 
in creatures; if they fill us with re- 
ſentment at our fin ; if, under them, 
we would rather chooſe to get rid of 
corruption than of trouble; if we 
| would fain acquieſce in God's will, 
even in ſmiting us, and are Siet 
for the riſing of our hearts againſt him 
— this is a good ſign that our troubles 
are ſanctified. but, in order to put 
all out of doubt, even now try to be- 
lieve, and lay the burden of your whole 
ſalvation upon Jeſus, as bearing your | 


griefs and carrying your ſorrows; and 


chen I am ſure your trouble will be 
1 4 fanctified. 


 fanctified. Fear not, only believe. 
As to the note at the ſervice of the 
table (of which you ſpake), it was to 
this purpoſe : * When the ſavages of 
* Louiſiana were going to murder 
* Lafale, or his Italian friend, he told 
them, that ſuch was his regard for 
© them, that he had them all in his 
© heart; and would they murder a man 
© who loved them ſo well? At the 
* ſame time, applying a ſmall looking- 
_ © glaſsto his breaſt, he deſired them to 
„look and ſee if it was not ſo. It is 
© {aid that the poor ſavages, obſerv- 
ing their own image, had their bar- 
© barity melted into the moſt tender 
compaſſion and love; they would 
© not for a world have hurt him, or 
ſuffered him to be hurt by others,” 

Now, believing communicants, Jeſus 
bids you look into his heart and 

ſee yourſelves chere. © Behold,” faith 


” 


A 
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(39 > 
he, © you were on my heart from eter- 
* nity, when I undertook for you; 
then my delights were with the ſons. 
* of men, and I rejoiced in the ha- 
© bitable parts of the earth. Lo, you 
were in my heart on Calvary, when 
it was melted as the wax with the 
* wrath due to your crimes! Behold, 
how you are in my heart now that 
I am in the midſt of the throne, 
«while I appear in the preſence of 
© God for you, and prepare a. place 
for you?” Will you any more by ſin 
murder a man—a God-man that— 
had, that has, and that will ever have, 
you in his heart? Melts not thy ſoul 
into tender affection to him? Startles 
not thy heart at the thought of imbru- 
ing thy hands in his blood? Do not 
all thy inward powers cry out, Was. 
1 a very Beelzebub, a prince of devils, 

in Jeſus's heart from everlaſting, and 
Gs hall 
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ſhall I be there to everlaſting ? Were 
all his thoughts thoughts of love con- 
cerning me? Was all his heart inflam- 
ed with love to me, and all inflamed 
with wrath on my account? What 
| ſhall I render to him for his kindneſs? 
Doth the eternal God give me full 
and everlaſting room in his blefſed 
heart? And ſhall not I give him ſome, 
give him all the room in that ſtye, 
that hidden hell of mine? Come in, 
thou bleſſed of the Lord; why ſtand- 
eſt thou without? Fill the houſe, my 
heart, with thy glory! Let my tongue 
cleave to the roof of my mouth if 
I forget thee, O Jeſus, and do not 
prefer thee to my chiefeſt joy! O, 
Jeſus, go up higher and higher; and, 
ye created enjoyments, come down and 
ſit below his footſtool. 7 ws 


1 am, Your's, &c. 
LETTER 


LETTER l. 


Six, 
| | DꝛxsrisE not che day of 
fall things, 1 might ſay of good 
things. When you conſider yourſelf 
as one of the firſt-rate deſervers of 
damnation, how may you admire the 
great kindneſs of God! Compare 
your mercies, your viſits, not with the 
wiſhes of your ſoul, but with the de- 
ſerts of your ſin; and then a little one 
will appear as a thouſand, and a ſmall 
one as a ſtrong nation of aſtoniſhin g 
favours. Though we ſhould get but 
one ſmile of his countenance, and hear 
but one word from his blefled lips, in 
a whole year, what a mercy to thoſe 
| who deſerve all the year throughout 
bo be tormented in the loweſt hell! 
C 6 Bleſs 
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Bleſs God for any tranſient blinks you 
enjoy; but let-the unchangeable Savi- 
our be the only confidence of your 
ſoul. Frames as well as heart and 
fleſh do fail; but He will never fail 
you, nor forſake you. You aſk me 
concerning marks of fellowſhip with 
our Lord Jeſus. Alas, that I ſhould - 
know fo little about that happineſs ? 
How eafy to talk about ſpiritual 
things when we feel not their power; 
but, without doubt, our communion 
with Chriſt is real, if it make us to be 
in the duſt before him, and cauſe us 
to loathe and abhor ourſelves before 
bim. Ta. vi. 5. Then ſaid I, woe is 
me, for I am a man of unclean lips, 
© and' 1 dwell among a people of 
© unclean lips, for mine eyes have 
© ſeen the king—the Lord of hoſts.” 
O, what-a kindly, a heart-humbling, 
a ſoul-ſhaming and paining view of 
el ſin, 
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fin, particularly of inward enmity and 
unbelief, does. the ſmile, the voice of 
God produce ! We cannot look on a 
God of redeeming love without think- 
ing ourſelves unclean outrageous beaſts 
and devils. Pf. Ixxiii. 20, 21; and 
Rom. vii. 24. Real communion too 
melts our hearts with love to God, and 
to his laws, ordinances, and people; 
| andrenders us vexed and aſhamed that 
we cannot loye him to purpoſe. 1 Cor. 
14. But it is one thing to know 
theſe matters in our head, and another 
thing to feel them in our heart. Ah, 
how many of us called Chriſtians are 
led like beaſts by the head; and how 
few, like ſaints indeed, are led by the 
heart! O, to hear his heart-drawing 
voice! O, to ſee his ſoul-attracting 
countenance ! O, to be faſt bound by 
the cords of his love, fo that neither 
ſtrong buſts within us, nor numerous 
devils, 0 
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devils, nor an evil world, may ever 
be able to looſe us! The CnkisrIAx 
JouvxxAL, I ſuppoſe, is now pub- 
liſhed. . You may ſend for what 
copies you need, and, O, pray for its 
doing ſome good ! No doubt it will be 
the ſavour of death, and a ſtumbling- 
block, to ſome carnal and profane 
readers; but, if Jeſus renders it uſeful 
to the ſerious, it is my buſineſs to bear 
| patiently the ſcoffs of the profane. 
Wiſhing that the eternal God, the 
dying Redeemer, may be your all 
and in all, and the all and in al of 
your ſeed. 


1 am, Your's, ke. 


LETTER 
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LETTER IV. 


D EAR SIR, 
I RECEIVED your's':— 
1 would defire to join with you in 
prayer for your children. May God 
write on the afflicted little one his new 
name! I am glad to find that you 
receive ſo many of the tender mercies 
of God in your affliftions. If you or 
I get a crumb from the maſter's table, 
what a wonder of ſovereign mercy it 
is! It is quite undeſerved, nay, con- 
trary to all deſert. . Often it is not 
defired, or, rather, is half forbidden. 
What elfe are our careleſs prayers, 
and our careleſs waiting on ordi- | 
nances, but 2 courting the denial of 
mercies! However, endleſs praiſe 
be to our liberal Jeſus, who, ſeeing 
„ our 


e 
our needs, doth grant unto us his 
gracious preſence! His going forth is 
prepared as the morning; and as the 
rain that waiteth not for man, and 
tarrieth not for the ſons of men. 
At our laſt facramental ſolemnity, I 
thought that ſome drops of Heaven's 
dew fell on my foul. The. views of 
that unmatched: Jeſus, as my all and 
in all, ſuiting all my fins and all my 
troubles, and all that I could defire, 
and infinitely more than I could aſk 
or think, were delightful to my heart. 
But, alas, ſuch is my worſe than infer- 
nal temper, that when at any time he 
begins to touch my heart, or to take 
me into his embrace, I ſtruggle to get 
from him; and ſcarcely are a few 
minutes paſt, when I am often ſeven- 
fold more like a child of hell than be- 
fore, in reſpe& of carnality, heart- 
wanderings, and the like! O, that 

. curſed . 


(4 » | 

curſed heart of unbelief, that ' will 
forſake our own mercy! © 
Truly, Sir, when I compare the poor 
commendations, which I give to the 


unmatched Immanuel, with the con- 


duct of my ſoul, I am apt to ſay, O, 


what a dreadful compaſſing of God 


with lies and deceit is found in me! 
May the Lord have mercy on an in- 


ward blaſphemer! Dear friend, pity 


me, and cry mightily to God in my 
behalf. It is ſhocking, if you knew 
it, to think what difference there is 
between my ſermons and my own in- 


ward life. Oh, what aſtoniſhing grace 


and blood that muſt be, which can 
ſerve ſuch devils, I ſhould ſay, ſuch 


finners worſe than devils - Vet, O, 


to be the diſtinguiſhed debtors to free 


_ grace J. — O happy, happy, to be 
drowned for ever in debt to redeem- 


| 
| 
| 
| 
il 
| 
j 
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„ 5 
ing love !—Oh, to be ſet up here, and 
at the laſt day, and for ever, in the 
moſt public place, as bankrupts that 
owed infinitely much to divine kind- 
neſs, and that could not pay a farthing! 


_ Your's, &c. 
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EET TER;-VY., 


Dzar FRIENDS, 

Tu repeated ſtrokes on 
your little babes are very affecting; 
but the words with which Jeſus enter? 

tains your ſouls give you reaſon to 
hope that the children are removed 
to the immediate care of their better 
and more proper parents, Father, Son, 
and Holy Ghoſt. Now, view the 
matter in what light you will, you may 
ſee that the Lord is doing all things 
well. God had a better right to your 
children than you; why then ſhould 
you grudge, or think that you are ill 
uſed, when he takes back his loan? 
He can manage them better than you. 
It, no doubt, delighted you too, to ſee 


Op 
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them walking about your hands, or- 
dandled on your knees; but how 
much better is it to walk about the 
hands of a redeeming God, and to en- 
Joy him as their eternal all, and in all ! 

We cannot conceive the pleaſure of 

| Jehovah in ſeeing the travail of a Re- 
deemer's Soul; his children fitting like 
ſo many olive plants around his table! 
It was pleaſant to hear a Saviour ſay, 

* Suffer little children to come unto 

© me, and forbid them not, for of 
* ſuch is the kingdom of God; and 
to ſee him take them up in his arms 
and bleſs them :—but how much more 
pleaſant to ſee him ſeat them with him- 
felf upon his throne, and in his divine 

1 manner ſay, ©* Behold I and the chi- 
| c dren whom thou haſt given me! 

Methinks your babes, by their early | 

death, are, as it were, addreſſing you— 

O, father and mother, make haſte and 

oy come 


_—_— —___ —_——_—— — — —— — 
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e come away—we are not loſt, but 


gone before! O, do not reflect on 


e the Lord he does all things well; 

< all his ways are mercy and truth.” 
Beware of thinking that all theſe things 
are againſt you. The Lord's s right way 
is in the ſea, and his path i in the mighty 
waters. Though to you he is co- 
vering himſelf with a cloud of dark 
providences, yet never fear the rainbow 


of che new covenant is round about his 


head. God often loves them in a pe- 
culiar manner whom. he peculiarly af 
flicts. It is really ſtrange that we are 


all ſo fond of having the mark of 


| baſtards, viz. freedom from chaſtiſe- 

ments !—Lut what better than o ppoſi- 
tion to God can we think will pro- 
ceed from our carnal minds? I con- 


feſs it is not to our honour that we 
need ſo many trials ; but, O, it is kind 


in God either to draw « or to drive us 
1 to 


eG 


_— — ” 
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to himſelf.—O friends, fill your boſom 
with promiſes, ſince your babes are 
taken from you; and, when you lie 


down without your children, take 


promiſes to lie down and riſe up with 
you! That ſingle promiſe, Iſa. xli. 10; 
or that Iſa. xliii. 1—3, is ſweeter than 
thouſands of the ſweeteſt babes. Me- 
chinks God is ſaying to you, Parents, 
© am I not better to you than ten ſons ?* 
Let your hearts reply, Yes, Lord, 
© thou art better than a thouſand.” 
© Whom have I in heaven but _ 
and there is none upon the earth 


whom I deſire befides thee.” God's 


| promiſes are good bread for mourn- 


ers; and his words are refreſhing to 


| ſorrowful heart. Even now he is 
ſaying to you, Eat, O friends; drink, 
© yea, drink abundantly, O beloved!” 
Many a leſſon we have got that all 
beſides Chriſt is © vanity of vanities ; 


„ 


and that time is ſhort, and eternity 


long and important; but, ah! we 
are dull ſcholars, who ſcarce learn a 
letter in a whole year! Since God by 


troubles lets us know that it is night, 


and prevents us from ſound ſleep, let 


us, inſtead of keeping dead babes in 


eur thoughts, think, when it will be 
morning ; when will the lamb in the 
midſt of the throne feed us, and lead 
us by fountains of living waters ; ; and 


when God himſelf ſhall wipe away all 


tears from our eyes! May God, that 
comforteth the caſt-down, comfort you 
by the coming of J eſus! 


| Your , Ne. 


( 48 ) 


LETTER VI, 


Dan trad 


| Havine heard ſome days 
ago of your illneſs, I have tranſmitted 
to you the few following hints: 1. Let 
your days of trouble be days of trying 
your own heart and way before God; 
and, O, let your ſearch be earneſt, as 
you know not how ſoon death, and 
an appearance before the tribunal of 
Chriſt, may actually take place. Mind 
that it is not the having ſomewhat of 
a profeſſion, but the having our ſoul 
united to Jeſus Chriſt, and our being 
renewed in the ſpirit of our minds, 
| that will ſtand as real religion before 
* God! 2. Think how much better it 
* will be to diſcern the miſtakes relative 
to Nur tate, or relative to your 
N 1 thoughts, 
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thoughts, words, and actions, now 


when ſovereign grace may rectify 


them, than to have them diſcovered 


when it is too late to obtain a happy 
change. 3. Ponder under what view 
Chriſt anſwers your caſe. He is made 
of God to you wiſdom, righteouſneſs, 


ſanctification, and redemption; and ſo 
is anſwerable to you as fooliſh and 
ignorant, naked and guilty, corrupted = 
and defiled, impriſoned and in bond- 


age. Think, 1 beſeech you, how he 


ſuits you in his new convenant cha- 


racters, and how great is your need of 
him in all theſe views. 4. Ponder 


carefully that Chriſt, and all the fullneſs 
of God, is given unto you in the free 
. promiſes and offers of the goſpel, ſuch : 
as Prov. i. 22, 23.—ix. 4, 5. —Xxiii. 26. 


Ia. xlv. 22, 24.—Xlvi. 12, 13.—lv.1, 
7. —Xlii. 6, 7. John vi. 37. 2 Cor. 
v. 18, 21. + Acts xiii. 26. Rev. xxii. 17. 

* See 


W yen, = EInrs 


if be 638800 
i See that you do not merely look over 
| and think over the ſcriptures, but try 
=. and apply them to your heart. 5. Ra- 
| ther think too ill of your ſoul's caſe be- 
is fore God, and of your conduct in life, 
= than too well, If they cannot ſtand the 
trial of ſuch texts as theſe, Mat. v. 3, 
8. Rom. viii. 2.—vii. 14, 15. 24. 2 Cor. 
v. 17. Gal. iv. 19.—vi. 1 * Pet. 
ii. 7. John xxi. 17. all is naught. 
6. Conſider what pains God hath been 
at with you. His language in this 
rod is plainly, O that they were wiſe, 
that they underſtood this! And ſee 
alſo John v. 6. Mat. xx. 32. Ezek. 
xXxxili. 11. Finally, Mind that all the 
inſtructions parents and others have 
given you, all the offers of ſalvation 
18 which have been made to you, and 
# all the ſtrivings of the ſpirit with 
your conſcience, will bear witneſs 
againſt 


ei: 
againſt you, if you make not the 
receiving of Chriſt and walking in 


him your moſt earneſt ſtudy. Now, 
my dear friend, zow is the accepted 
time; © now is the day of your ſalva- 
' tion” Oh, harden not your heart, but 


fly for refuge to Jeſus as the hope ſet 


before you. May the Lord himſelf | 


perſuade you! 


| Yours, &. 


& & ) 


cw LETTER VN 


Dax SISTER IN | AFFLIOTION, 


I AM eſſaying to weep 
with you that weep. Vet let me be- 
eech you, that you do not mourn as 
thoſe that have no hope. The Lord 
liveth, and bleſſed be our rock, and 
let the God of our ſalvation be exalted! 
Fret not at the inexpreſſible Kindneſs 


of God to your huſband. We have 


no reaſon to doubt but that he is gone 
to Jeſus, which is far better. No 
more dim eyes nor feeble limbs now! _ 
Nor will it be long, I ſuppoſe, till 

he and you meet, where ye ſhall for 

ever love one another, and rejoice 
over one another as the ranſomed of 
the Lord. There the kind relations 
h of huſband and wite will be quite 
TY TT = ſwallowed 
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frallowed up in the great relations to 
God and the Lamb. The Lord hath 
now an opportunity of giving you an 
experience of him as the widow's huſ- 
band, the widow's judge, and the 
widow's ſtay.” Stir up your ſoul, and 
cry, © I know that my Redeemer liy- 
eth; my Lord and my God, yea, 
mine own God is he—1 hope. Jer. xlix. 
11. Leave thy fatherleſs children, 

© upon me, I will preſerve them alive, 
and let your widows truſt in me,” 

will be the ſecurity for you and 
yours. Fear not, only believe. Per- 
mit me to ſay a few things to the 
children. Remember your father hath 
often and ſolemnly devoted you to the 
Lord. O, for the Lord's fake, never 
give yourſelves to Satan or to your 
own luſts! If you caſt yourſelves! on 
the God of your father, I dare: fore- 
tell that God will take care of you 


D3 all, 


n) 


= all, both of ſoul and of body. I my- 


ſelf was thrown to the wide world 
when young, and yet to this moment 
I never was in a ftrait as to outward / 
things, nor as to inward things either, 
unleſs when my own unbelieving heart 
was the cauſe. Your friends will, no 
doubt, point out what courſe you | 
ſhould take as to earthly bufineſs ; but 
let me recommend to your conſider- 
ation theſe ſcriptures, Jer. xxxiv. 19.— 
xlix. 11. Pſal. Ixix. 5,—cxlvi. g.-xxxiv. 
3, 20.—xXxXxvii. 3, 5. Iſa. xli. 10, 17, 
18.—xliii. 2. Mat. vi. 33. Phil. iv. 19. 
I beſeech, nay charge, every one of 
you to read theſe ſcriptures, and to lay 
them up in your minds. Perhaps your 
father's illneſs diſqualified him for giv- 
ing you dying advice; if ſo, take theſe 
ſcriptures inſtead of them. O, if the 
grace of God would 1 you to 
ee live according to the manifold direc- 
e 5 tions 


( 55 ) 
tions which you have received ! Sec 
that you ſtudy to live, before God and 
men, in ſuch a manner as that you 
will be an honour to your deceaſec 
father, and a comfort to your diſtreſſed 
mother. 132 


ours, &c. 
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LETTER VILs 


Dean 


| v. AEN I get an oppor- | 
tunity, I have ſome thoughts of mak- 


ing a trial of the medicine which you 


mention, though my hopes of being 

better by it are not very high. My life 
and health ſeem now to paſs like a 
declining ſhadow, nor dare I repine at 
the matter, God hath in ſome meaſure 
ſatisfied me with old age; I would 
therefore be longing to ſee his ſalva- 
tion.. I obſerve ſeveral things relative 
to my family, which urge my carnal 
heart to wiſh continuance; but my 
death can make no vacancy in my fa- 
mily, and far leſs in the church, which 
Jeſus cannot eaſily fill up. What 
I deſire is, to have the preſence of 
* This and the three following letters were 
written by the author to his zelations when he was 


in GTG: | 
God 


th 3 


God in my trouble, and to be enabled 


to act for his glory. I can hardly bear 


the thought of being conſigned to be 
an uſeleſs weight on his earth. But 
I muſt not quarrel at his diſpoſal ;—he 


cannot but do right, nor would I wiſh 


to attempt making ſtraight what he has 
made crooked. - Redemption through 


his blood, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, 


according to the riches of his grace, is 
what I ever defire to enjoy; and 


I wiſh to leave the circumſtances of 


my departure to his. high ſovereign 


will. If grace reigns through Jeſus's 
righteouſneſs to eternal life to me and 


mine, I aſk no more. I believe that L 


ſhall never be perfe&ly well till I be 


with the Lamb in the midſt of the 
throne. In the mean time, I earneſtly 


defire to die as a wax taper, ſending, 
forth a ſweet Tmell of HIM, whoſe 
garments. ſmell of myrrh, aloes, and | 


caſſia. 


2 am yours, &c.. 
Ds LETTER 


LETTER H. 


FT am at preſent in 

a weak and languiſhing condition; but 
as it is the doing of the Lord, I de- 
fire to be reſigned; and would gladly 
be content whether death or reco- 
very be the iſſue. Indeed the deſire 
of my heart is, that, if it be bis will, 1 
ſhould depart and be with Chriſt, which 
is far better than being in this ſinful 
world. But it would be improper 
for me to ſet up my ignorant and cor- 
rupt will as a rule to the Moſt High. 
1 wiſh to be at entire and cordial 


reſignation to his will, who hath ſo 
"PR 


„J 


W performed all things for 


Let Him recover, or let him kill 


4 as is moſt for his glory, I hope 
that it ſhall be in infinite love to my 


foul. I defire to take all kindly from 


his hand, and I hope that he wilt 
| Gveeten all with believing views of his 


_ everlaſting love to me. To leave a 
multitude of kind relations, hearers 


and neighbours, on earth, is an eaſy 


matter, in order to depart and to be . 
with Jeſus Chriſt for ever. When 
I write perhaps my laft letter to you, 


O that I could commend Him who 
is white and ruddy, the chiefeſt among 


ten thouſand, and altogether lovely! 
Rather, O that the Holy G hoſt would 


enable you and your children to come 
and ſee him! I am ſure that is a plea» 


ſant and e ſight, May never 
one of yau get reſt in your minds till 


4 — : 
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( 60 ) | 
you obtain ſuch a bleſſed diſcovery ! 1 
give it, perhaps, as my laſt words to 
vou and your children, that there is none 

lite Chriſt, there is none like Or » there 
is none like Chriſt! | 


g Your affectionately, 
LETTER 


a 
LETTER *. 


Me weakneſs n con- 


tinues, nor indeed 3 is my mind anxious 
about this, but a Chriſt-glorifying 
death, and a being for ever with. the 


Lord. My. concern. too. is, that all 
my relations ſhould have my place 


on earth delightfully ſupplied by the 
knowledge, care, and fellowſhip of 


| Jeſus Chriſt : even He whom, not- . 
withſtanding all my preſent and now 
long-continued careleflneſs and wick- 
edneſs, I ſtill hold to be Feſus Chrj ft 
my Lord. O, could my ſoul enter 


into the full meaning of theſe words 
as 1 could wiſh! But 1 hope that I ſhall 
be allowed this attainment by and 
by. ey my poor ſoul, in a man- 

e | ner 


(< 62 ) 


ner hovering between time and eter- 


nity, cries © None like Chrift ” and 


None but Chriſt for me!” And may 


I, and all my relations and friends, be 
his henceforth and for ever! It is no 
ſmall comfort to have my relations on 
earth ſo kind and agreeable to me; 
but my ſuperlative defire, 1 think, is 
to be with Jeſus and his ranſomed 


millions above. That ſuch a finner, 


and originally ſuch a mean ſinner, 


mould be kindly treated by ſo many 
brethren and friends, doth and may 
amaze me; but, O, how ſweetly 


doth Jeſus and his Spirit exceed theth 


All! Now I in fothe ſweet meaſure 
feel and ſee that there is no friendſhip 


like that of Father, Son, and Holy 
Ghoſt. This week tny bodily appe- 


tite is no better; but little matter, 
if God would enable me to drink up 
a river of his redeeming blood, and to 


ne 
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feed full on Jeſus's fleſh—on all the 
fullneſs of God. At the meeting of the 
Synod, let my weakneſs be repreſented 
to them; and, if they judge that it 
has diſqualified me for teaching the 
+ ſtudents, I heartily agree to be laid 
aſide from this work, and that one 
more fit ſhould be choſen. It is Feſus 
Chriſt whom I wiſh to have exalted ; 
and the beſt means for ſaving finners 
| I with'to take place. I hope the bre- 
| thren will take care to ſupply my con- 
gregation with ſermons, as want of 
this would fink my ſpirits. I have 
been but a dry tree myſelf among 
them ; and, O, it would rejoice my 
heart to fee or hear of Jeſus's power 
being felt, and his glory ſeen by the 
miniſtry of my brethren helping me! 
I do not wiſh to be a burden to them; 
and, if Providence bring me back into 
any meaſure of ſtrength, I ſhall inform 
„ 5 the 


(04 7). 
the ſupplier. The longer 1 five, . 
| ſee myſelf the leſs worthy of being 
regarded by any body. — Wiſhing all 

q the bleſſings of time and eternity on 
} your family, and that the Lord may 
| render you and your brother, and all 
h my pupils, more faithful, diligent, and 
* ſucceſsful in the miniſtry. than I have 
i — | 
| I remain yours, &., 


LETTER 


n 


1 Au, and lane been ; 


ſince you went away, much as when 
you ſaw me.. Still weak, but defiring 


to wait for the falyation of God, which 
1 hope will make me ſtrong | in his due s 


time: his afflicting hand lies very 


mercifully on me: how pleaſantly his 
glorifying hand, in a ſhort time, will 
lie on me, I with humility wiſh to 


know) as ſoon as it is for his glory 
and my own and others“ good. O, 


ſtudy early fellowſhip with Chriſt! It 


is ſweet, in days of trouble, to look 


back to this. I hope that youwill not 


grudge to preach for me another ſab- 
bath, and may that ſweet Jeſus Chriſt, 


and his Spirit, give you and me many 


* 8. 
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days ſweet fellowſhip with them, which 


I am fure and glad that they can give 


us! My allowed inclination 1s to ſerve 
the Lord on earth, or to praiſe him 


in heaven, as he thinks moſt for his 


| honour for a time; though, ſaving his 
will, I would cheerfully prefer the 
| laſt, O, to be with Chriſt in heaven, 


appears to me a double, a triple hea- 


ven for ſuch a ſinner! This, with my 
kind compliments, ro all my brethren 


about you, 


Voor affeRionately ; Ke. 


TRACTS. 


Meditation upon Cbriſ: s being male of God 
10 us Sanctifcation. 


Or kis own infinite grace, God formed 

a perfe&ly holy manhood to his eternal 
ſon, and in it a ſeed of holineſs to mil- 
lions unnumbered of the race. In him 
he re-planted humanity, a choice vine, 
wholly a right ſeed, that could never 
become a degenerate plant of a ſtrange 
vine; made the root holy, that fo 
alſo might be the branches. Thrice 
marvellous work | Sacrifices and offer- 
| ings God would not, but his body he 
prepared for his ſon. The branch 
out of Jeſſe's root was formed, excel- 


tent and comely ; ; that holy thing, a 
Sanctifier; 


3 
Sanctifier; one with the ſanctified! 
The Spirit of the Lord reſted on, and 
was given him without meaſure 
God made his Son in our own nature, 
under the law, the immutable ſtan- 
dard of holineſs in heart or life. He 
_ exacted of him the whole requirements 
thereof, as it is a broken coyenant ; 


and held him under it, till by endur-. 


ing its whole penalty, and fulfilling . 
its precepts, he had magnified it and 
made it honourable. This law was 
in his heart; he took delight to do 
thy will, O God! 1. It became him to 
fulfil all rihteouſneſs, and to ſuffer 
ere he entered into glory. Thrice 
| noble. and efficacious foundation of 
true holineſs in us! (1) Hereby the 
curſe of the law, which | 1s the ſtrength 
of ſin, which, as with almighty force, 
conſigns over the ſubjected tranſgreſ- 5 


ſors to ſpiritual death f in treſpaſſes and 


ſins 3 


( 69 ) 
fins; to the dominion of fin, as 2 
leading part of juſt puniſhment is re- 
moved. Thus the -gulph fixed be- 
tween God and us is rendered paſſa- 
ble. Being redeemed from the _ 


dead to the law by the body of Chriſt, 


fin cannot have dominion over us; 
but, being made free from the fin of 
law and death, we bring forth fruit 
unto God. (2) Hereby the legal fa- 
vour of God was procured, his real 
favour vented, and-eſtabliſhed upon a 
legal footing. God being well-pleaſed 
for his righteouſneſs ſake, which mag- 
nified the law and made it honour- 
able, we are reconciled unto God by 
his death, that we may be ſaved by 
his life; though once we were with- 
out God and without hope, and far 
off, we were brought nigh by his blood, 
that our enmity may be ſlain. God, 
Who reconciled the world to himſelf, 
n e f nk 


( 70.) 
muſt be the Lord our God that ſancti- 
fieth us. Being our friend, our God 
of peace, he muſt rid us of fin, our 
principal plague, and beſtow upon us 
holineſs, our chief happineſs ; muſt 
ſanctify us. wholly, foul, body, and 
ſpirit. Being our reconciled God of 
peace, his wiſdom muſt deviſe. how 
to keep and deliver us from tempta- 
tion; his power muſt be perfected in 
our weakneſs ; muſt ſubdue our ini- 
quities, and work in us to will and to 
do.of his, good pleaſure ; his holineſs 
muſt make us in its own image, its 
own likeneſs ; ; bis juſtice muſt beſtow 
upon us the ſpiritual life purchaſed | 
for us by Chrift our ſurety; his 
goodneſs muſt do good; ; make all 
things in us very good; muſt ſupply. 
all our wants; his truth muſt fulfil 
every exceeding great and precious 
Pons, whereby we are made par- 

+ takers. 


6.93 


takers of the divine” nature, having 
eſcaped the corruption that is in the 


world through luſt. If this reconciled 


God of peace be our father, we muſt. 
be begotten again into a conformity. 
with him, and be made to perfect 
holineſs in his fear. If he is our huſ- 


band, he muſt adorn us for the eter- 


nal feaſt. If he is our portion, he 


muſt fill all things. If he is our 
maſter, he muſt command us of his 


| houſehold to walk in the way of the 


Lord; he muſt provide for and rule 


well his family. If he is our phyſi- 
cian, he muſt heal our diſeaſes ; ſee 
our froward ways and heal them, 


G6) Hereby enough of communicable 
grace was. purchaſed ; _ redemption 


from all iniquity ; zeal of good works; 
redemption from a vain. converſation ; 
_ cleanſing till one become without ſpot 
or wrinkle, or any ſuch thing; poſſeſ- 
pg 5 1 ion 
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ſion of life, FP) that. more abund- 
antly; ſanctification of the people. 
(4 Hereby the broken Jaw, Which 
gendereth to bondage, the galling 
yoke, which neither we nor our fa- 
thers could bear, is deprived of all its 
wrathful ſanction, all the fearful look- 
ing for of fiery indignation; and no- 
thing is left for thoſe under the law to 
Chriſt, but kind chaſtiſements for 
their profit, to make them partakers 
of God's holineſs. It is transformed 
into a perfect law of liberty, obedi- 
ence to which founds no proper title 
. to eternal happineſs, It ſaith not, The 
man that doth theſe things ſhall live 
in them; but, being delivered out of 
the hands of. your enemies, ſerve him 
in holineſs and righteouſneſs before 
him all the days of your life. | Hav- 
ing theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, 


A ae from all flchineſ of 
fleſh 
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fleſh 1d ſpirit.” Having theſe hopes 
of the heavenly kingdom, as heirs of | 
God and Joint heirs with Chriſt, puri - 
fy yourfelves as God i is pure. Since 
he is the Lord your God, have no 
other gods before him, &c. Walk in 
love, as Chriſt hath | loved you. Be 
perfect, as your father who is in 
heaven is perfect. In this new form 
it doth not revive ſin, nor is the 
ſtrength of it; but inlaid in the pro- 
miſe, and impreſſed on the heart, it 
enſtamps holineſs on the ſoul, and 
creates purity and truth in the inward 
part. (5) In Jeſus' fulfilment of the 
law is exhibited the moſt ſuitable, | 
| the moſt* perfect and engaging pat- 
tern of univerſal holineſs. | He therein 
left us an example, that we ſhould 
walk in his ſteps; that we might learn 
of him and follow him. How ho- 
nourable'! Being in the form of God, 


(-4 3 


he took vpon him the form of a ſer- 
want, and was obedient unto: death, 
How perfect! He did always the 
things that pleaſed his father. How 
ſuitable! He was in all points tempt- 
ed like as we are, yet without. ſin. 
How engaging! We love him 
<< becauſe he firſt loved us.“ We 
walk in love, as Chriſt hath loved us, 
and given himſelf for us. It is at 
once the pattern of our brother, our 
huſband, our Saviour, and our God. 
(6) In his fulfilment of the law, the - 
motives of holineſs are rendered infi- 
nitely numerous, plain, and deter- 
mining; the inexpreſſible importance 
of holineſs is marked in the ſervice, 
the death of God: the purity. and 


authority of the. moral law is ma- 
nifeſted in his magnifying and mak- 
Ing it honourable. In his being made 
fin for us, the horrid nature of fin, 

| ps 


QCt75 ) 
zs the murder of a God of infinite 
grace, the murder of a God in our. 
nature, is diſplayed more than is 
done in either law, hell, or human. 
heart, How conſtraining to gratitude, 
is the giving, the dying love of God! 
In it we have ſtrength and reward foe. | 
cured : we ſhall be ſtrengthened in the 
Tord, and walk up and down in his. 
name. Our labour ſhall not be in 
« vain in the Lord.” 

The foundation of holineſs thus 5 
laid, all the infinite ſtores of pur- 
chaſed grace were lodged in Chriſt, 
that they might be near, and ſure, and 
ſect, to polluted men. He received 
gifts for men. In him it pleaſed the 
Father chat all fullneſs ſhould dwell ; 
that ſo, holding the head, the whole | 
members might grow up with the in- 
creaſe of God. He is ſull of grace 
and truth, that out of his fulneſs we 
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may receive grace for grace; and 


that God may ſupply all our wants 


out of his riches, and waſh off all our 
ſtains in him, the fountain opened, 
him the fountain of gardens, well of 
; living waters, an d ſtreams from Le- 
banon. Faithf ul to him that ap- 
pointed him, he muſt beſtow theſe 
gifts, this grace, upon men himſelf; 
and his holy angels have no uſe for 
it. | 
in reſpe& of mediatorial perſo n, 
office, and relation, Chrift is ſo fa- 
ſhioned, that there can be no ſpiritual 
connexion with him which is not of 
a ſanctifying nature. If he is a Re- 


deemer, it is from all iniquity. If 
he comes, it is to turn aw ay ungod- 


lineſs. If he is a Saviour, it is from 
ſins; he is manifeſted to deſtroy the 
works of the devil. If he is a pro- 
phet, it is to teach to profit; to teach 
135 "a 
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to deny ungodlineſs and worldly luſts; 
and to live ſoberly, righteouſly, and 
godly in this preſent world. If he is 
a a ſacrifice, it is to purge our con- 
ſcience from dead works to ſerve the 
living God; it is to finiſh. tranſgreſ— 
ſions and make an end of ſin, and 
ſanctify the people. If he is an ad- 
vocate, it is to plead their ſanctifica- 


tion, and to fend down the Holy 


Spirit to cauſe us to walk. in bis ſta- 
tutes, and keep his judge its. If 
he is a king, it is to command deliver- 

ances for Jacob; ſlay our enmity, and 

ſubdue our iniquity; and make his 
grace ſufficient for us, and his ſtrength 
perfect in our weakneſs. If he is our 
father, it is to beget us again to a 
lively and purifying hope, and make 
his daughter all glorious within. If 
he is an head, it is to make us grow 
with the increaſe of God, to make us 
* grow 


(n) 

grow in grace, If he is an huſband, 
he makes perfect through his comeli- 
neſs. put into us. If he is a ſhepherd, 

he muſt lead in paths of righteouſneſs. 
If he is a leader, he muſt guide in a 
way that is right. If he is a way, it is. 
a way of holineſs. If he is a captain, 

we muſt be ſtrong in the Lord to 

wreſtle with ſpiritual wickedneſs, and 
abſtain from fleſhly luſts that war 
againſt the ſoul, They that are his 
ſoldier Mre new creatures, who have 
crucified the fleſh with its affections 
and luſts, If he is God's unſpeakable 
gift, he muſt make room for God in 

our ſoul. If he is heard, we are made 
clean through his word, ſanctified | 
through his truth. If he is beheld, 
© beholding as in a glaſs the glory of 
the Lord, we are changed into the 
* ſame image from glory to glory, as 
3. by che Spirit of the Lord,” If he is 
eee 


p20 
touched, healing virtue proceeds from 
him. 


In the manifeſtation of Chrift i in the 


goſpel, God carries the external means 
of ſanctification to the higheſt. An 
attention. to the facts and myſteries. 
relative to him diſcover the law, the 
covenants, the nature of God, the 
evil and danger of fin, the beauty. 


neceſſity, and uſefulneſs of holineſs 
do the higheſt; and, in fine, exhibit 


the ſtrongeſt motives and moſt excel 
| tent means of holineſs. © 


By the introduction of Chriſt into- 


our heart, and his continued inhabi- 
tation and agency therein, our ſanc- 
rification i is begun, inereaſed, and per- 
fected. By his entrance into our un- 


derſtanding as: the light of life, ſinful 


blindneſs and ignorance are expelled, 
and we are made light in the Lord, 


haxe the ſpirit of wiſdom. and under 
„  _R_ 
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ſtanding in the knowledge of him. 
By his application of himſelf to our 
conſcience, as Jehovah our righteouſ- 
neſs, it is made good, is purged from 
dead works to ſerve the living God, 
and. diſpoſed to. promote the end of 
the commandment, and avoid offence 
towards. Gad and towards men, By 
his entrance into. our will. and affec- 
tions, as the infinitely, amiable and 
gracious | gift of . God, . he opens our 
foul for God, and draws out, 0 g our 


heart earn bim; * inflames. our foul 
with love, which ; is the fulfiling of, the 
law. 3 nd ae 
Ia theſe po ror let him bs ade 
of God. {antification to me. Deteſt- 
ed then be all the ſehemes of digging 

holineſs out of myſelf. Let others, 
with the horrors. of damnation attend» 
ing every falſe ſtep, or joys of heaven 
ane in. the ſervile mode, promote 
| ak . their; 
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their outſide, their baſtard piety ; let 
my life of holineſs be by the faith of 
the Son of God! Thus, my ſoul, ex- 
erciſe thyſelf unto godlineſs, that in 
grace, as well as in glory, Chriſt. may 
be All and in All, 
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TRACT u. 


A Contraſt of the Par chaſe and Application 
. of Redemption. 


RI DEMYT ION, thou eternal ex- 
cellency, thou joy of many gene- 
rations— return, return, that I may 
look upon thee! How my heart is 
amazed, is raviſhed, with the view of 


What my adored Jeſus hath done for 


me in the purchaſe of redemption, and 


doth to me in the everlaſting applica- 


tion of it to my ſoul, Tate, in the 

purchaſe, Jehovah found him out, 
and laid my help upon him who is 

mighty : Hers, in the application, 

he is found of me that ſought him not. 

Tur A he ſtruck out my name from 
my 


CC) 


E my debt-bond, the brokep covenang. 


fad charter to infinite woe! and inſerts. 
his own: HERE he cauſeth me to en- 
ter into the bond of his new covenant, 
makes with me an everlaſting covenant, 
even the ſure mercies of David. 
Trzrxt he made himſelf heir to my 


deſerved threatenings of his Father's: 


indignation: HRE he bequeaths, he- 
gives to me his exceeding great and 


precious promiſes. of eternal: life. 


TRERRE, to- be firmly connected wit 
my guilt, my woe, he was made a 
prieſt with an oath :: Here, that I. 


might have ſtrong conſolation, he 
{wears that he hath no pleaſure in the 
death: of: the wicked, and that furely 


bleſſing he will bleſs me. 


Tux, in the purchaſe of redemp- 


tion, he, who was in the form of God, 
and thought it no. robbery to be \equal 


with: God; emptied himſelf of his glo- 
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xy: Hazi in: the application of: itz 
he confers upon me an exceeding and 
eternal weight of glory. The Lord 
is my everlaſting light, and my God 
my glory. THERE he was found in 
faſhion as a man, a Son of man: 
wo RE he makes me a ſon, .an-heir of 

and joint heir with Chriſt. 
ane he was ſent forth in the like- 
neſs of ſinful fleſh : HERE he makes 
me a partaker of the divine nature, 
and changes me into the divine image 
from glory to glory. TERRE he be- 

came a worm and no man: HERE 
he renders me equal to the angels! of 
God in heaven. TnERE he, the ſon 

of the father's love, was an out-caſt, 
an exile: HERE I, a hateful, diſtant 
foe, am, through his blood, brought 
near unto God; even to his ſeat. 
Tuxkrx he bare our infirmities, was: 
V and weak-hearted : : HzRE he 

n ĩͤ math 


Bath a * W of. our infirmis 
ties, is afflicted. in all our afflictions, 
and perfects his ſtrength in my weak- 
neſs. TuERR he made himſelf of no 
reputation, was a reproach of. 1 men, 
and deſpiſed of the people 1 HERE 
he gives me. a new name, which, che 
mouth of the Lord doth name : the 
ranſomed. of the Lord; the holr 
one; ſought out, and not forſaken. 
TAERE he took upon him. the, yoke. 
of the broken law; the yoke of my- 
tranſgreſſions. was wreathed about his 
neck: HERE he brings me into the 
glorious, liberty of the ſons of God; 
puts on me his yoke, which 1 is eaſy, 
and his burden, which is 3 
TrzrE he bore tlie fins of many; 


was made fin for us: HERE he makes. 
merighteous, the righteouſneſs of God 
in him, THERE he was condemned, - 

was made a curſe. for us: Her RE he 
TS 1s: 


T3 
38 a prince Saviour, exalted to give 
' repentance and remiſſion. of fins: 
' ſent to bleſs me in turning me from 
mine iniquities; ſet up to be bleff- 
ings for evermore. TuxRE he was 
joined with thieves; was numbered 
with tranſgreſſors: HERR he puts me 
among the children; joins me with 
thrones and dominions. And truly : 


my fellowſhip is with the Father and 
with his Son Jeſus Chrift.. 


TukERE, in the purchaſe of my 
redemption, he was oppreſſed with 
ignominious poverty; had not where. 
to lay his head: HRE, in the appli- 
cation of it, through. his poverty L 
become rich ;. ke gives me his un- 
ſearchable riches, the goodly heritage 
of the hoſts of nations ; fills me with 
all the fullneſs of God; gives me 
the moſt high for my habitation, my 
dwelling pace in all generations. 


Tuxxz 


———— x —-„ — — — —— 


n 

TEERR for hunger and thirſt his ſoul 
fainted him: Herz he ſatiates my 
ſoul with goodneſs ; gives me his fleſh 
which is meat indeed, and his blood 
which is drink indeed ; gives me bread 
of life, living water, an overflowing 
cup of falvation. TazRe he hid not 
his face from ſhame and ſpitting ; 
had his viſage more marred than 
any man, and his form more than the 
fons of men: HERE he makes me 
lift up my face without ſpot unto 
God; makes me ſhine as the ſun in 
the kingdom of my father. TERERR 
he was divinely deſerted ; his father 
| forſook him, and was far from the 
words of his roaring : HERE he lifts 
on me the light of Jehovah's counte- 
nance, and ſhall make me like him, 
by ſeeing him as he is; for ſo ſhall 

J be for ever with the Lord. THERE 
he gave his back to the ſmiters, and 
o bis 


his checks to hn that plucked off 
the hair; was wounded for our tranf- 
greſſions, | and bruiſed for our iniqui- 
ties: HERE he is the Lord, my God, 
that healeth me; that healeth all my 
diſeaſes, and bindeth up my painful 
wounds; and by his: ſtripes am I 


| healed. THERE, on the croſs, he 


would not come down and fave him- 


ſelf: HERE, on the throne, he comes 


down to love me from the pit of cor- 


ruption, draw me out of many wa- 
ters, turn me from ungodlinefs, and 


ſave me from the loweſt hell. THERE 


he wore a crown of thorns: HERE 


he gives me a crown of life ; makes 
me a royal diadem in the hand of my 


God. * THERE he drank for me the 
baleful cup of infinite wrath : HERE 


he gives me the fountain of life, 
rivers of pleaſure, wine and milk, 


h WB money and without price; . 


- and, 


'T 3 
a makes. me drink water out'of the 
wells of ſalvation. TRERE he was 


| r 
amazed and very heavy, exceeding 
ſorrowful, even unto. death: HERE 


he makes me obtain joy and gladneſs, 
go to God mine exceeding joy, and 
enter into the joy! of my Lord. Tr ERE 
he poured out his ſoul unto: death; 


travailed | in pain till he knew nat 
what to ſay: HERR he is formed in 


my heart the hope of glory; ſees in 


me ſ the travail of his ſoul, and is ſa- 


tisfied. TüRRE he ſhed his blood 


for me: HERE he loves me, and 


waſhes me from my ſins in his blood, 
and makes me a king and prieſt unto 


God, even the Father. Taz he 
died for the ungodly : Here he hath 
quickened me, who was dead in treſ- 


paſſes and fins ;. becauſe he lives, I 
ſhall live alſo: my life is hid with: 
hn i in. God; and. when he appears. 
TT FE L ſhall. | 
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T ſhall appear with him in glory. 
T ERE he was buried, deſcended unto. 
the lower parts of the earth: HERE 


raiſed up and alive for evermore, he 


raiſeth me up together, and makes. 


me ſit together with him in heavenly 
places. What melting views are 


theſe! How my heart heaves with joy, 


flames with love! — would burſt in 
praiſe, if wonder would allow ! 


A. B. 


Reflections of a Soul ſhut up to the Faiths 


Look back, my ſoul, to the rock 


from whence thou waſt hewn. Pon- 


der the manner in which Jehovah 


loved and brought thee from the pit 
of corruption! How the fiery law, 
with its dread mandates, all pointed 
_ againſt, my crimes, and its. tremenm= 
duous penalty turned every way to 
ſtop my eſcape from the graciouſly 


inviting God of infinite mercy !—To 
what numerous, to what wretched 


' ſhifts I betook myſelf to ſhun the Re- 
deemer ! By à Chriſtian education, 
God had ſhut me up from the more 


band 
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| horrid abominations, curſing, ſwear- 
ing, lewdneſs, intemperance, and-ne- 
glect of the forms of religion. But, 
ah! with what earneſtneſs I indulged 
myſelf in fins not leſs criminal, though 
leſs open and infamous !—When his 
dread law convinced my conſcience, 
that my ſecret faults were ſet in the 
light of his countenance; and that 
What 1 is eſteemed in the ſight of men 
is an. abomination to the Lord; how 
eagerly I turned aſide to ſeek righ- 
teouſneſs, as it were by the works of 
the law ! When conſcience upbraided 
me for neglect of former duties, par- 
ticularly of acts of worſhip, how of- 
ten have I redoubled, or even trippled 
the ordinary tale, in order to pay off 
my old debts ! How fooliſhly my heart 
cried, have patience with me, and I 
will pay thee all ! Still my conſcience, 
| lke che n of the horſe-leach, 
| 
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cried give, give. The Lord thun- 
dered into my ſoul, As many as are 
© of the works of the law are under 


© the curſe » for it is written, curſed is 


© every one that continueth not in all 


things written in the book of the 
law to do them, —Curſed is he that 


of W in man, that maketh fieſh his 
arm,“ whoſe heart departeth from 


the living God while I, for many 
days compaſſed Sinai, going about to 
eſtabliſn my own righteouſneſs, toge- 


ther with, or more truly in oppoſi- 


tion to, the righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


the thunder waxed louder and louder.. 
How then was my moiſture turned 
into the drought” of ſummer, and I 
was wearied in the greatneſs of my 
way ! How plainly I perceived all my 
attempts towards virtue to be the E 
mire and dirt caſt up from a trou- 
bled ſea of inward rage and enmity 


againſt 
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Againkt God, againſt the Redeemer ! 
How I trembled to feel myſelf re- 
ſerved in chains of guilt, condemna- 
tion, and finful pollution, to the 
judgment of the great day! How 
oft my agonized ſoul ſobbed forth, 
My bones are dried; my hope is 
loſt; and I am cut off from my 
part. —Not all the flames of Sinai 
could melt my heart. I hardened 
myſelf in ſerrow, and became more 
obſtinate in inward rebellion againſt 
the Lord. I went on frowardly in the 
way of my heart. I loved idols, and 
after them I would go. 
But, thanks be to God, that ſtopr 
my career ! while I rolled and raged 
in my blood, without any eye to pity | 
me, he paſſed by me, and looked 
upon me, and ſaid unto me, when. 
I was in my blood, my deviliſh rage 
againſt the , live! And be- 
1 N 
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hold, my time was the time of TY 


the day of power! the day of eſpou- 


ſals indeed !—Determined to make an 


uncommon ſtretch of almighty grace, 


he hedged me in. Before, behind, 


and on every fide, I heard, I ſaw, 1 


felt, not cherubims with flaming 


ſwords, but calls, but cords of ever- 


laſting love. Before me I ſaw, I 
heard God in Chriſt reconciling the 
world to himſelf, ſaying to my heart, 


I am the Lord thy God. To ſilence 


every doubt, he fweareth unto me, 


< Hear, © my people, and I will 


© ſpeak; I will teſtify againſt thee. 
I am God, even thy God'—as really, 


as fully thine, as I am GodI— Behind 
T heard his voice, Thou ſhalt have 
no other gods before me.” I ſaw 
myſelf thub charged, with all the. 
authority of heaven, to take God, 
Fate and Holy Ghoſt, in 


uit, 


n. 


Chriſt, to ben my God, and my all; 


and that neither blaſphemy, nor mur 
der, nor any thing horrid, could be 
more aggravated rebellion againſt him 
than my not believing that he was my - 
| God; and that all conception, all wor- 
ſhip of him, under any other view, 


| than as my God, was but the placing 


an idol in his room How my heart 
was aſtoniſhed to find that the firſt 
and great commandment ſo charged 
me, the chief of ſinners, a very prince 
of devils, to poſſeſs what the Lord 
God giveth me—to poſleſs the infinite 
all, as in Chriſt, my own. —When, in 
humility, produced from hell, I pled, 
that I was not worthy of him that 1 
could not believe - o not receive 
bim could not obey his ſweet com- 
mand-he took. me by the arms, by 


the heart on every fide, and ſaid, 


5 vill be to them a God, and they 
| „ ſhall 


(99-3 


© It is my people ; and they ſhall ſay, 
The Lord is my God.“ 4 
Thus, encompaſſed on every. fide, 
tell me, ye ſons of men, ye powers 


of darkneſs, what WAS I that 1 could . 
withſtand God! Had all the enmity 


in hell been concentered in my heart, 
how could it have withſtood ſuch om- 
nipotence of love ! how could I have 


eſcaped out of God's hands ! how 
could I have trodden on the exceed- 
ingly great and precious promiſe and 
oath of God, confirmed with his 


I 22 „„er 


blood! how could I have trampled 


on the great, the kind commandment 
of infinite love! how could 1 have 
torn the bowels of an apprehending 
Saviour, a beſeeching God! how 
could I have broke the arms of al- 


mighty grace, which graſped 1 
hard! f how could my heart, my foul, 
V oy  forbear 


© ſhall be to me a people.— I will ſay, 


4” 


r 
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forbear to cry out, Amen, fo be it, 
Lord to ſay of the Lord, © He is my 
© refuge and my fortreſs ; my God, 


* in whom I will truſt—my Lord, and 
1 2 God—Lord, I believe, 9 thou 
mine _unbelief !? 

But will God indeed be mine, wholly 


mine! for ever mine! Is the giving | 


wWoyrd, the oath, gone out of his mouth, 


and ſealed with his blood! Curſed. 
then be every diſpoſition, every thought 


of my ſoul, that diſſents. Let the 


mouth of theſe liars be ſtopped Lord, 
perſecute and deſtroy, from under 


theſe heavens, this evil heart of unbe- 


lief; thy curſe unto it !—But what 


ſhall I render to the Lord for his infi- 


nite gift of himſelf to me /—Such as I 


am, Lord, I give myſelf to thee, as 


my God, Myſelf as naked, as guilty, 1 


give to thee, as my God, my righte- 
ouſneſs—my God, that covereth with 
robes 


ws 
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robes of righteouſneſs and garments 
of ſalvation—my God, that juſtifieth 
the ungodly freely by his grace, 
through the redemption that is in 

_ Chriſt Jeſus—my God, unmatched in 

forgiving iniquity, tranſgreſſion, and 

ſin.ä—Myſelf, as fooliſh and ignorant, 
I give to thee, as my God, my Re- 
deemer, that teacheth to profit—my 
God, who hath compaſſion on the 1g- 
norant, and openeth the eyes of the 
blind, and maketh the heart of the 
raſh to underſtand knowledge—to my 
Chriſt, as made of God to me wiſ- 
_ dom.—Myſelf, as polluted, I give to 
thee, my God, that ſaveth from all 


uncleanneſs—to thee, my Redeemer, 


who art come to Zion to turn away 
ungodlineſs from Jacob- =who art 
a fountain opened for ſin and un- 
cleanneſs— who art made of God to 
me ſanctification.—Myſelf, as rebelli- 
ge ky 


55 
os, I give to thee, my God of 
peace, who flays the enmity by the 
blood of his Son, and who hath given, 
hath received pifts for men ; yea for 
the rebellious, that God the Lord may 
dwell among them, and daily load 
them with his benefits. —Myſelf, as 
weak, inſufficient to think any thing, 
do any thing, ſpiritually good, I give 
o thee, my God, who giveth power 

the ſaint, and increaſeth ſtrength to 
them that have no might—to thee, 
the worker in and for me of thy good 
. pleaſure, —Myſelf, as poor and wretch-. 
84, as poverty and emptineſs itſelf, 1 

give to thee, my God, my all, and in 
all my God, who accounts it more 
bleſſed to give than to receive, that 
thou mayeſt ſupply all my wants out 
of thy riches in glory by Chriſt Jeſus. 


TRACT 
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TRACT Iv, 


Reftefions of a Chriſtian, upon his Spiri- 
tual Elevations and Dejections. 


My life is indeed hid with Chriſt © 


in God. My new Covenant ſtate is as 
mount Zion, which can never be 
moved. But ah! the inſtability of 
my ſpiritual condition! How often 
God hath lifted me up and caſt me 
down again! 
Sometimes he hath lifted me up, in 
allowing me ſweetly diſtinct views of 


divine truth, and of Tefus and his 


Father therein. In his light I ſaw 
light, and walked, read, heard, and 
| 9 „ meditated, 


( 
meditated, in the light of his counte- 
nance ! O my pleaſant inſight into the 
myſtery of divine perſons, and . of 
divine perfeCtions, as manifeſted in 
Chriſt !—into the myſtery of redemp- 
tion, in its riſe, means, matter, and 
end !—and into my duty, with relation 
thereto, even in intricate circumſtan- 
ces! —Anon he caſts me down into 
deep and darkſome caves. Ah then, 
my 1gnorant, carnal, and miſ-ſhapen 
apprehenſions of divine things! Amidſt 
the beſt means of inſtruction, all were 
like a ſealed book to my ſoul. 
groped as a blind man at noon 4 
neither underſtanding what was exhi- 
bited, nor whence I had come, nor 
whither I ſhould go. 
Sometimes God, by his word and 
Spirit, afforded me the moſt convinc- 
ing aſſurance that he was my Savi- 
our, my huſband, my father, my 
os friend, 
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friend, my phyſician, my God, and' 
my all and in all! and enabled me to 
claim him in every character, in every 
promiſe, without the leaſt hefitation.. 
—Anon he permitted me to fall into- 
ſuch darkneſs and doubts, that I could 
be perſuaded of ſcarce any thing in- 
ſpired, I doubted of, I diſputed 
againſt, all his ſaving relations to me, 
— all his promiſes of kindneſs to me. 
Even when. he teſtified againſt me 
that he was God, even my God, I 
pleaded he was a liar;—ah ſhocking !_ 
reſiſted, rebelled. againſt, and yexed 
his holy Spirit ! 1 
Sometimes God hath lified me up to 

a ſweet ſerenity of ſoul. Like one be- 
loved of the Lord, 1 dwelt in ſafety. 
No angry challenge from heaven or 
from my conſcience diſturbed my re- 
poſe. Even amidſt troubles, or in the 
views thereof, I reſted in the Lord, 
| F4 e 
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and quietly waited for his ſalvation.— 
Anon he caſt me into deep waters where 


there was no ſtanding. All his waves 
and billows went over me. Ah ! how 
toſſed with tempeſt, and not comforted! 


While heaven deſerted and frowned, 


while the arrows of the Almighty ſtuck 


drunk up my ſpirit, Satan trod me 
under his feet, ſheathed in me thou- 


ſands of his fiery darts: my raging 


corruptions wrought and were tem- 
peſtuous : the world hated, reproached, 
and perſecuted me] Scarce ought re- 


mained, but a fearful looking for of 
fiery indignation. | 


Sometimes God hath lifted me up, in 
ſo plentifully ſhedding abroad his love. 


in my heart, and ſo powerfully arreſting 
my thoughts on divine things, that not 


all the temptations of Satan, or ſolici- 


tations of this world, could draw it 


aſide. 


) — 
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aſide. So my heart burned with love 
to him, that it could defire nothing, 
care for nothing, and converſe with 
nothing, but himſelf.-- Anon it became 
ſo looſe, ſo unfixed, that I could not 
for my ſoul confine it a moment to a 
ſpiritual object in a ſpiritual manner; 
but whole armies of idle, ignorant, 
legal, unbelieving, blaſphemous, proud, 
covetous, malicious, orwanton thoughts, 
crouded on my ſoul! | 

Sometimes God, in lifting me up, 
hath inflamed my heart with the moſt 
ardent defire after himſelf. How my 
. foul longed, thirſted, hungered, and 

panted for the Lord! How ſhe cried 
and followed hard after him! No- 
thing could divert, nothing coutd 
check, my ardour in purſuit of him 
ſelf; and when I found him I held 
him as with a death graſp, and would 
not let him go. With what broken- 
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neſs, what eagerneſs of heart, I wept 


and made ſupplication to him! Anon, 
by caſting down, I could neither 


breathe after, nor pray for his viſits. - 
T neither knew, nor cared, whether 1 
found him or not.—Nay, rationally 


ſenſible that my beloved had with- 
drawn himſelf, and was gone, a ſtupid 
unconcern overpowered my heart: 
I was almoſt content to have his room 


filled with finful pleaſures and earthly 


enjoyments. 


Sometimes God hath ſo lifted me up, | 


enabling me to live on Chriſt himſelf, 


above dependance on ſenſible frames, 
that I reſted on, and gloried in, his 
perſon, office, love, righteouſneſs, 
interceſſion, power, and faithfulneſs, as 


the infallible ſecurity of my forgive- 
| neſs, acceptance, ſanctification, comfort, 
and eternal felicity, notwithſtanding 


much felt guilt, temptation and trou- | 


"4 | ble.— 
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ble.—Anon I have been fo caſt down, 
that my ſpiritual courage and hope al- 
_ tered as my inward frames did. 
Sometimes I have been ſo lifted up 
that I could with pleaſure diſtinctly 
review my former noted enjoyments 
of Chriſt ; how, when, and where, he 
appeared to my foul, looſed my 
bands, forgave my fins, quickened 
and feaſted my ſoul.--Anon I have been 
ſo caſt down that I loſt the impreſſion 
of former experiences ; could ſcarce 
diſcern whether they were from hea- _ 
ven, or of men; from heaven, or 
from hell: and, alas, ſtrangely care-- 
leſs what was their nature, ſource, 
or tendency ! Ah! how the promiſes, 
the words of grace, in which 1 had 
formerly taſted that the Lord is gra- 
cious, became as idle tales, as a well 
without water, and as flinty rocks! 


. Sometimes 
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Konpirines the zeal of his houſe, in- 
flamed by the applications of redeem- 
ing love, and directed by his word and 
Spirit, hath eaten me up; I counted 
nothing, no not life itſelf, dear unto me, 
if I might have Jeſus exalted, his truths 
believed and maintained, and his peo- 
ple. increaſed in the earth. Anon I 
have fallen under the power of ſo much 
ſelfiſhneſs, that, if I could get my own. 
intereſts ſecured, I ſcarce regarded 
the glory or the public honours of 
tt 1 

Sometimes God hath filled my mouth 
with his praiſe and honour all the 
day. I could not refrain from praiſe. 
1 could not forbear commending him 
whom my ſoul loveth. I could not 
but, in a manner ſuited to my ſtation, 
invite others to come, raſte, and ſee, that 
God is good; could not but call ſuch 
as feared God to hear what he had 
done 
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done for my ſoul. Anon a dumb de- 

vil hath taken poſſeſſion of my heart; 
ſinful baſhfulneſs, confuſion, and 
careleſſneſs, have quite diſqualified me 
for conference on any ſpiritual ſubject: 
nay, I felt a ſtrong inclination to deal 
in trifles and calumny. 

Sometimes God hath ſo feaſted me, 
in his ordinances, that the frequent 
return of ſabbaths, ſacramental occa- 
ſions, opportunities of family, ſocial, 
or ſecret worſhip, was my delight. 
Often I had him pre- engaged to 
vouchſafe his preſence in this and that 
ordinance of his grace. Often the 
angel of the covenant reſtrained the 
winds of temptation and floods of 
corruption, while he ſealed my ſoul 
to the day of redemption. How he 
brought me into the banquetting- 
houſe, and his banner over me was 
love! How he ſtayed me with fla- 


Sons, 


% 


(120 5) 
gons, and comforted me with apples, : 
while I was ſick of love! Anon ordi- 
nances became to me as dry breaſts, 


and a miſcarrying womb, Ah! how 


their approach ſeemed a trifle, a bur- 
den, to my careleſs, carnal heart! 
Neither before, nor in, nor after, did 


I enjoy the viſits of Chriſt. In my 


attendance, levity, legality, and un- 


concern, carried all before them. 
How oft the voice, the geſture, the 


method, of the adminiſtrator, took the 


room in my heart, which pertained 


to Chriſt !——Often diſappointed of 
the preſence of God, ah ! how I ſunk 
into mere formality, or doubts of my 


duty to attend !—and at laſt how often 
neglected, if the hurry of the world 


ſeemed to call me to ſome other bu- 
fineſs ! | 


Sometimes God bath carried me up 


into mount Piſgah, and ſhewn me the 


6 TE . celeſtial 


TT 

celeſtial Canaan, and my irrevocable 
title thereto, till my whole ſoul was 
tranſported with wonder, with defire, 
and delight ! How I deſired to depart 
and to be with Chriſt, which 1s 
far better! How I groaned to be 
clothed upon with my houſe which 
is from heaven !—Anon he held back 
the face of his throne, and ſpread his 
cloud over it Heaven was forgot- 
ten :. my intereſt therein was unſeen. 
Nay, how oft hell preſented itſelf as 
the heritage appointed me by God! 


Are thy frames, my ſoul, lo change- 5 
able? Let me charge thee to have no 1 
confidence in thyſelf; but live by - | 
faith on the Son of God, and his 1 
everlaſting covenant, which are the 3 9 
ſame yeſterday, to-day, and for ever. = 
Count all but loſs, for the excellency 
of the 1 of Chriſt Jeſus thy 
Lord: 


(112) : 
Lord : count them but dung to win 
him, and to be found -in him, not. 

having thy own righteouſneſs which 
is of the law, but the righteouſneſs 
which is of God by faith. 


TRACT 
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TRACT V. 


Refeeiions of a a Candidate for the Mini- 


 fterial Office. 


= 


Dosr thou, my ſoul, deſire the office 
of a biſhop of ſouls, a miniſter of 


Chriſt? Examine with deep concern 
thy preparation for thy call to, and 


thy end in offering chyſelf to this 1 im- 


portant work. 

Aw 1: a real Chiridian'; or am I a a 
devil a diſſembler with God and 
men - an entertainer of fin, of 


Sin: in my heart? Am I circum- 


ciſed with the circumciſion of Chriſt, 
having my corrupt nature renewed, 


old 
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„ 
old things paſſed away, and all things 
become new? Do I worſhip God in 
the ſpirit, read, meditate, pray, con- 
verſe, under the influence of the Holy 
Ghoſt ? Do 1 certainly know what 
_ Chriſt is to me? Do I rejoice in what 
he is in himſelf, and what he is to, 
and hath done for and in me? Have 
I no confidence in the fleſh—in my 
righteouſneſs, my learning, my ad- 
dreſs? Hath the Holy Ghoſt emp- 
tied me of ſelf, in every form, till he 
hath made me poor in ſpirit, leſs 
than the leaſt of all ſaints in my own 
fight? Hath he with a ftrong hand 
jnſtructed me to count all things but 
loſs for the excellency of the know- 
ledge of Chriſt Jeſus as my Lord, and 
to count them but dung to win him, 
and be found in him, not having my 
own righteouſneſs, but the righteouſ- 
neſs which i is of God by faith? Dol 
earneſtly 
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earneſtly defire to know him and the 


power of his reſurrection, and the fel - 
lowſhip of his ſufferings—and preſs 


towards the mark, for the prize of the 
high calling of God in Chriſt Jeſus? 


What furniture of gifts hath 
Chriſt beſtowed on me? what aptneſs 


to teach? what knowledge of the 


myſteries of the kingdom ? what ſkill 


to inſtruct others, bringing out of my 
treaſure things new and old? what 
ability to make the deep things of God 
obvious to the weaker capacities? 


what proper quickneſs of conception? 


what proper inclination to ſtudy, as 
one devoted to matters of infinite con- 


ſequence? what peculiar fitneſs for 
the pulpit, qualifying me to commend 


| myſelf to every man's conſcience, 


_ preaching not in the enticing words of 
man's wiſdom, but in demonſtration 
of the Spirit, and with PR ?—— With 

what 
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what ſtock of ſelf-experienced texts, 
and principles of inſpiration, am I en- 
tering on the tremendous office? Of 
what truths, relative to the law of 
God and its threatenings ; relative to 
fin, to Satan, and to divine deſertion; 
hath my ſaddened ſoul felt the power, 
taſting the wormwood and the gall !— 
Of what declarations and promiſes of 
grace have taſted, and ſeen that God 
is good ? What cords of infinite love 
have caught and held my heart! 
What oracles of heaven have I found 
and eaten; and they have been to me 
the joy and the rejoicing of my heart! 
Of what truths, what texts, could I now 
ſay, © I believe, and therefore I ſpeak ! 
What I have heard with the Father, 
what I have ſeen and heard, and taſted, 
and handled of the word of life, that - 
declare I unto you. 
| Suppoſe my connexions with the 
great, my addreſs to the people, ſhould 

ever 
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ever ſo eafily procure a licenſe, a E 
charge; yet, if I run unſent of Chriſt, 


in my whole miniſtration 1 muſt act 


the part of a thief, a robber, a trai- 
tor to Chriſt, and murderer of ſouls, 


not profiting them at all ! If, without 


his commiſſion, I enter the office, what 
direction „ what ſupport, what comfort, 
what acceptance, what reward, can [ 
expect in and of my work ? Say then, 
my conſcience, as thou ſhalt anſwer 


at the judgment-ſeat of God, am I 
taking this honour to myſelf ; or am 
I called of God, as Aaron was? Is 


Chriſt ſending me, and laying a ne- 
ceſſity upon me to preach the goſpel ? 


While he determines me to follow 
providence, and take no irregular ſtep 
towards thruſting myſelf into the office, 


is he breathing on my ſoul, and cauſing 
me to receive the Holy Ghoſt ? Is he 


endowing me with deep compaſſion to 

the ſouls of men; and with a deep 

ſenſe of my own unfitneſs, and earneſt 
deſire 
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K 
deſire to be ſanctified and made meet 
for the maſter's uſe? In the pro- 
greſs of my education, am I going 
bound up in the ſpirit, with the love 
of Chriſt burning in my heart, and 
conſtraining me; rendering me cheer- 

fully willing to ſuffer poverty, con- 

tempt and hatred of all men, for 
Chriſt's name's ſake ;—willing, if 
poſſible, to riſce my own ſalvation 
in winning others to Chriſt ? What 
{criptures have directed and encou- 
raged me to this work ? In what form 
_ doth Jeſus ſeem to be giving me my 
commiſſion ? Whether * to open the 
© eyes of the Gentiles, and to turn 
them from darkneſs to light, and 
from the power of Satan unto God; 
© that they may receive forgiveneſs of 
< fins, and an inheritance among them 
© that are ſanctified ” or to *. 00, 
© make the heart of this people fat, 
5 e and: - 
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© and their ears heavy, and ſhut their 
eyes * What promiſe of Chriſt's 


preſence with, and aſſiſtance in, my 
work, have I received from above? 


What is mine end in my advances - 
towards this work? Dare I appeal to 


him that ſearcheth my heart, and 


trieth my reins—to him Who will 
quickly be my judge—that I ſeek not 


great things to myſelf; that I covet 
no man's filver, gold or apparel; 


that I ſeek not theirs, but them; that 
neither of men ſeek I glory : that 1 
look not on mine own things, but on 


the things of Chriſt ; that I ſeek not 


mine own honour, but the honour of 


him that ſends me? 

_ Have I conſidered diligently what 
is before me; or am I running blind- 
fold on the tremendous charge! ? 
Have 1 conſidered che nature and cir- 
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cumſtances of the miniſterial work, 
or that therein J am to be an ambaſ- 
ſador for Chriſt, to beſeech periſhing 
ſouls, on the brink of hell, to be 
reconciled unto God A ſteward of 


the myſteries and manifold grace of 6 


God ;—that, at the infinite hazard of 


my ſoul, it is required of me to be 
faithful ;—that in my miniſtrations I 


with all humility, and many tears, 


| ſerve the Lord with my ſpirit, in the 
| goſpel of his ſon ;—keep back no part 


of the counſel of God,—no inſtruction, 


no reproof, no. encouragement ; that 
I teſtify repentance towards God, and 


Jeſus Chriſt; 


9 


faith towards ours], ord 


not moved with reproach, perſecu- 
tion, hunger; or, nakedneſs; nor even 
count my life Jear unto me, if ſo 1 
: may finiſh my courſe with Joy ;j—— 
© ready not only to be bound, but to die 
i 8 PET 4 for 


pr 
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ther to be ruined with Chriſt than to 


reign with emperors ;—that- I labour 
with much fear and trembling, deter- 


mined to: know, ro glory 1 in, and to 
make known, nothing but Chriſt and 


him crucified ;--not with enticing words 
of man's wiſdom as a man-pleaſer, but 
with great plainneſs of ſpeech, . in de- 
monſtration of the Spirit and with 


power ;—ſpeaking the things freely 


given to me of God by his Spirit, 


not in the words which man's wiſdom 
teacheth, but in words which the 


Holy, Ghoſt teacheth, comparing ſpiri- 


tual things with ſpiritual, and having 
the mind of: Chriſt; always triumph+ 


ing in Chriſt, and making manifeſt 

the favour of his knowledge in every 
place ; being. to God a ſweet ſavour 
of Chriſt in them that are ſaved, and 


in them that periſn ; — as of ſincerity, 
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as of God, in the fight of God, ſpeak- 
ing in Chriſt; through the mercy of 
God, not fainting, but renouncing 
the hidden things of diſhoneſty ;j— 
not walking in craftineſs, nor hand- 
ling the word of God deceitfully, 
but by manifeſtation of the truth to 
every man's conſcience in the ſight of 
God; not preaching myſelf, but 
Chriſt Jeſus the Lord, and myſelf a 
| ſervant to the church for Jeſus' ſake; 
 —always bearing about the dying of 
the Lord, that his life may be made 


manifeſt in me. Knowing the terror 


of the Lord, and his future judg - 
ment, I muſt perſuade men, making 
myſelf manifeſt to God and to their 
conſcience conſtrained with the love 
of Chriſt, muſt change my voice, and 
turn myſelf every way, to bring ſin- 
ners to the tree of life ;—jealous over 
ahem with a go poet ; 
Beg * „ 


3 
ing them as chaſte virgins to Chriſt.— 


travailing in birth till Chriſt be formed 


in them ;—muſt take heed to my mi- 
niſtry which I have received in the Lord, 
that I fulfil it; - give myſelf wholly to 


to reading, exhortation, and doctrine, 


taking heed to myſelf and doctrine, that 
1 may fave myſelf and them that 
hear me; watching for their ſouls 


as one that muſt give an account; 


Tightly dividing the word' of truth, 


and giving every man his portion 


in due ſeaſon; — faithfully warning 
| every man, and teaching every man, 
and labouring to preſent every, man 
perfect, 1 in. Chriſt Jeſus z — and war- 


ring, not after the fleſh, nor with 
; weapons of warfare that are carnal, 


but mighty through God to the pull- 
ing down of ſtrong holds and caſting 
down of imaginations, and ſubduing 


| every thought and affection to the obe ⸗ 


" dience of Chriſt. —Having Chriſt Je- 
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ſus for the end of my. converſation, 
and holding faſt the form of ſound 
words in faith and love, which is in 
him. — I muſt go forth without the 
camp, bearing his reproach, and feed- 
ing the flock of God, over which the 
Holy Ghoſt hath made me an ovER“ 
SEER, and which God hath purchaſed 
with his own blood; - preaching ſound 
doctrine in faith and verity taking 
the overſight thereof not by conſtraint, 
but willingly; not for filthy lucre, 
but of a ready mind; neither as being 
| lord over God's heritage, but as an 
example to the flock, —exerciſed unto 
godlineſs; holy, juſt, and unblame- 
able ;—anexample to the. believers in 
word, in converſation, in charity, in 
faith, in purity ;—fleeing youthful 
luſts, and following after righteouſneſs, 
peace, faith, charity; avoiding fooliſh 
and unlearned queſtions ; not ſtriv- 
ing, but being gentle to all men; —in 
meekneſs 
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meekneſs inſtructing thoſe that oppoſe 


themſelves ;—--fleeing from perverſe - 


diſputings and worldly mindedneſs as 


molt dangerous fnares, and following 


after righteouſneſs, godlineſs, faith, 
love, patience, meekneſs ; fighting 
the good fight of faith, and laying 
Hold on eternal liſe ;— preaching the 
word in ſeaſon and out of ſeaſon ; re- 
proving, rebuking, exhorting, with all 
long- ſuffering and doctrine ;—keeping 
the truſt of goſpel truth and office 
committed to me; and committing, the 
fame to faithful men, who may be 
able to teach others.—And, in fine, to 
try falſe teachers; rebuke, before all, 
ſuch as ſin. openly; reſtore ſuch as 
have been overtaken in a fault, in the 


ſpirit of meekneſs; and, having com- 


paſſion on them, to pull them out of 
che fire, hating the e dans 
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TRACT VI. 


22 m one n into the Paſir at 
I” 


Poxbprn, my foul, with fotemn awe! 
Am I without that God, that Chriſt, 
a ſtranger to that covenant of promiſe, 
which I preach to others? While 1 
commend Jeſus from the pulpit, am 
a deſpiſer of him in my heart? While 
I, in the name of God, require others 
to receive him as the un ſpeakable gift 
of God, am I rejecting him myſelf! 2 
Am ] daily occupied in preparing the 
delicious goſpel entertainment for 
others, while I refuſe to tafte 1 it my- 
felf? — 
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felf?—If my ends are ſelfiſh, or if I 


am not hearty in my work, how can 


God be expected to bleſs my endea- 
vours? If in heart I am Satan's ſer- 


vant, how can I be true to Chriſt, or 
earneſt for his honour ? If I have not 
drunk deep into the terrors of the 


Lord, the bitterneſs of ſin, the vanity 


of this world, the importance of eter- 


nity, and of the conſcience-quieting 
and heart - captivating virtue of Chriſt, 


how can I be ſerious and hearty in 
preaching the goſpel? If I am not 


influenced by a predominant love to 
Think T Hes bot ts Rich; i ly 
heart is not fixed upon eternal things; 


if it pant not after fellowſhip with 
Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ; and 
follow not eagerly holineſs and peace, 
and prefer not the welfare of the 


church to my chifeſt joy in this world ; 
how can I, without the moſt abomi- 


G4 nable 
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nable treachery and diſſimulation, de- 
clare to men their chief happineſs, and 
the proper methods to obtain it! 

If I am a graceleſs preacher, how 

errible is my condition! If I open 
my bible, the ſentence of my double 
damnation flaſhes into my conſcience 
from every page. If I compoſe my 
ſermon I but draw up an awful in- 
dictment againſt myſelf. If I argue 
againſt men's fins T but aggravate my 
own. If I mention hell, with its in- 
ſupportable and everlaſting torments, 
] but infeſt myſelf therein, as the juſt 
portion of my cup and my inherifance 
appointed me by the Almighty. If I 
ſpeak of Jeſus and his excellencies, it 
is but to tread him under my feet. 
If I take his new covenant, and the 
fulneſs, the bleſſings therein contained, 
into my mouth, it is but to profane 
them, to caſt them out to be trodden 
under 
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ae foot of men. If I commend 


Jeſus, and his Father, and bleſſed 


Spirit, it is but to ſtab them under the 


fifth rib, to betray them with a kiſs! 
While I hold up the glaſs of God's 


law, and of his goſpel, to others, 1 


turn its back to myſelf. My goſpel is 


hid to me who am loſt, in whom the 
god of this world hath blinded the 
mind of me who believe not, leſt the 


light of the glorious goſpel of Chriſt 


ſhould ſhine into my heart. 


If I know not the Alpha and Ome- 


ga, the truth,—what is all my know-- 
ledge but an accurſed | puffer up! a 


murderer of my foul! Ah! how my 


table, my reading, my meditations, 
my ſermons, my principles, my pray- 


ers, as a trap and ſnare, take and bind 
me hand and foot, to caſt me, the 
unprofitable ſervant, into utter dark- 


neſs, with all my bible, all my books, 


G5 all 
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all my gifts, as it were inlaid in my 


conſcience, like fuel, like oil, for 
ever, to enrage the flames of infinite 
wrath againft my ſoul !—Ah! am 1 
ſet here, at the gate of heaven, as a 
candle to waſte myſelf in ſhewing 


others the way, in lighting up the 
Bridegroom s friends; and muſt my 


lamp at the end go out in obſcure 


darkneſs ? If die unfaithful to Chriſt, 
in what a tremendous manner ſhall I 
for ever fink into the bottomleſs pit, 


under the weight of the blood of the 
Son of God, the Saviour of men,— 
under the weight of murdered truths, 


: murdered convictions, murdered gifts, 
Aa murdered miniſtry, and murdered 


ſouls ! How for ever curſe myſelf, 


that I dil not rather chuſe to be a 
collier, a tinker, a chimney- ſweeper, 
an executioner, than a pretended, a a 


- treacherous, miniſter of Chriſt! Vile, 


vile, 
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vile, accurſed hypocrite, how ſhalt 
thou abide with devouring fire! how 
ſhalt thou dwell with everlaſting burn- 
ings! _ 
Suppoſe 1 ſhould know the grace 
of God in truth; yet, if my graces are 
not kept lively—if my loins are not 
girt, and my lamp burning, all in- 
flamed with Jeſus' love conſtraining. my 
heart hov/ careleſs, how carnal, how | 
blaſted, how accurſed,, muſt my mi- 
niſtrations be! Ponder, my ſoul, the 
nature of thy work, as a dealing be- 
tween the infinite God and the im- 

mortal, tlie periſhing. ſouls of men! 

Ponder the extent of my duties, and 

the ſolemnity of my engagements! 
Think how the honours and privileges 
of my office, and my relation to Chriſt 
therein, ought to inftigate me to 
_ faithfulneſs !—What ſelf-denial, what 
ure regard to the honour of God, 


"06 1 h 
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what prudence, what diligence, what 


| humility, what zeal, what ſpirituality 


of heart and life, what noted depend- 
ence on Jeſus by faith; what order, 
what plainneſs, what juſt temperature 
of mildneſs and ſeverity, is neceſſary 


in thus dealing with the fouls. of 
men! 


But, ah! while I ſtand in the courts 


of the Lord, and miniſter holy things 
in his name, how polluted and abomi- 
nable is my heart, my life! Ah what 
luſts prevail! How dreadful the caſe _ 
of my hearers' ſouls, if it is like mine! 
What if I have leſs of the reality of 
religion than the weakeſt, the moſt 
untender faint of my charge! Ah! 


how my evil heart of unbelief departs 


from the living God! Where, where 
is my faith in God! where is my burn- 
ing of heart, while Jeſus ſpeaks to 
me and opens to me the ſeriptures? 


Where I 
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Where are my love-pantings, my | 


languiſhing, my cries: for the Lord! 
Where is my habitual fellowſhip with 


Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt ;—my 


fitting under Jeſus' ſhadow with great 
delight, while his fruit 1s ſweet to 


my taſte! Where is my conſtant 
travailing in birth till Chriſt be formed 


in the ſouls of men? Where are the 


agonies which my heart hath under- 
gone, both in the night and in the 
day, while the ſaving, the ſanctifying 
preſence. of God was denied to me, 
or to my flock ?—Nay, how often 


hath pride been almoſt all.in all to me ! 


How often it hath choſen my compa- 
nions | my dreſs ! my viduals !—hath 


choſen my text | my ſubject! my lan- 


guage ! how often indited my thoughts! 
and, to the reproach, the blaſting of 
the goſpel, hath decked my ſermon 


with taudry ornaments and fancies, 
as 


| 
F 
| 


— . Eà— 
e 


x N ” 
— . — — — 


( 134 ) 
28 if it had been a ſtage · play l how 


often it hath er Jeſus” ſharp ar- 


rows of truth with its ſwollen bombaſt, 
or ſilken ſmoothneſs! In the pulpit, 


| how often pride hath formed my looks, 
my fone, my action, and kindled 
me into earneſtneſs! How often it 


hath rendered me glad to hear my 
fubſequent applauſe, and provoked 
with the news of my contempt |: Ah! 


how much of my labour is owing to 
pride, ſpurred on by the fame of learn- 


ing, dihgence,. or ſanCtiry ! No won 


der my labours, ſo much influenced 
by ſatanical motives, do Satan's king- 
dom ſo little hurt! Think too, my 
foul, if my pride never made me envy. 


er wound the characters of ſuch as 


differed from me or outſhined me 
i it never made me reluctant ee 
reproof, eſpecially from thoſe of infe- 


rior Rations — Think if pride is leſs 
inconſiſtent. 
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inconſiſtent with real Chriſtianity than 
drunkenneſs, or whoredom ! — How 


much a factious ſpirit prevails with me! 
Did I never take up a religious princi- 
ple in the way of factious contention ?- 


Did I never undervalue the peace and 


unity of the church? Have 1 been afflict- 


ed with Zion in all her afflictions, as if. 


they had been my own ? By proving 


my opponents in a controverſy deceiv- 
ers and blaſphemers, have I never, 


7 in reſpect of manner or end, pleaded 


the cauſe of the devil? Did I never 
Incline to have any deſtitute of the 
ordinances or influences of heaven, 


rather than my party ſhould, be dif- 


| honoured ?—Ab! how ſlothful have 1 
been in the work of the Lord! in 


ſtudying the matter of givine truths, 


and their connexion with Chriſt and 


with one another! or in delivering 


them to my hearers ! Ho flothful in 


. 


. * 
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ſympathizing with and helping ſuck 


as had no fixed goſpel miniſtrations ; . 


or in deviſing and carrying on pro- 
jects for the honour of Jeſus, and the 
welfare of ſouls! How often carnal 
intereſt hath married my zeal for the 
intereſt of Chriſt! Hence what tem- 
porizing with the laws and cuſtoms of 
the world ! What ſhrinking from du- 
ties that required much labour or ex- 
penſe! What uncheerfulneſs in giving 
large alms! and backwardneſs to 
improve whatever I have for the 


| honour of Chriſt? and the welfare of 
ma 5 


Awake, my conſcience ! What 
meaneſt thou, O ſleeper ! Beſtir thy- 
ſelf for thy God. Ah! I tremble to 
think how my parents, who piouſly 


devoted, who educated, me to this 


work of the Lord; how the maſters, 


the teachers, who prepared me for it 
e ö 
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how the. ſeminaries of learning, in 
which I was inſtructed, the years J 


have ſpent in ſtudy, the gifts which 
God hath beſtowed on me, my volun- 
tary undertaking of the work ;—how 
all the thoughts, the words, the works, 
of Father, Son, and Holy Ghoſt, to 
promote our redemption ;—how all 
the divine commandments, promiſes, 
and threatenings, which inculcate my 
duty ;——all the examples of apoſ- 
tles, prophets, and faithful miniſters ; 
how all the leaves of my bible, all 
the books in my cloſet, all the ſer- 
mons I preach, all the inſtructions 
and exhortations I tender; all the 
diſcipline l exerciſe; all the mainte- 
nance I receive; all the honours which 
I enjoy or expect; all the teſtimonies 
I have given againſt the negligence of 
parents, maſters, miniſters, or magi- 
| ſtrates; ; all the vows. and reſolutions 
A 4 have 


&d 


e 4, 
1 have made to reform, —and all che 
Prayers I have preſented to God for 
aſſiſlance or ſuccefs — ſhall riſe up 
againſt me in the day of the Lord, if 
1 do his work deceitfully : alas! who 
| ſhall live when the the Lord doth 
this? + 
Think, my ſoul, as at the awful bar, 
did not the Holy Ghoſt, who is ready 
to furniſh me with every thing necef- 
fary, did not God put me into the 
miniſtry? Was it that I might waſte- 
devoted time, that I might tear his 
church, mangle his truths, betray his 
honour, and murder the ſouls of men! 
Ils not my charge the flock of God, the 
flock of God purchaſed with his own- 
blood? Shall I deſtroy God's pro- 
perty attempt to fruſtate the end of 
his death! Hath Jeſus died for ſouls! 
Shall I chen think any thing too hard 
to be done for their ſalvation? Shall I 
not part with all, put op with all, to. 
Win: 
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win men to Chriſt! Was he crucified 
for them, for me! Shall not I cru- 


cify my ſelfiſhneſs, pride, my ſloth, 


my concupiſcence, to ſave myfelf, and 


them that hear me! — How hard my 


work! While my own ſalvation is at 


ftake, how deeply connected with my 
diligence and faithfulneſs 1s the falva- 
tion of multitudes | How the powers 
of hell ſet themſelves againſt me and 


my office, in order that they may tri- 
umph over Chriſt and his church in 
my fall! How many eyes of God, an- 
gels, and men, are upon me! Why 


then, conſcience, do I ſpeak of heaven 
or hell—of Jeſus and his love — his 


blood—of the new covenant and its 


bleſſings—in fo careleſs and ſleepy 
a manner —- when before, and on 
every ſide of my pulpit, there are ſo 
many ſcores or hundreds of immortal 
| ſouls ſuſpended over hell by the frail 
| thread of life, e in the hands of 
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the devil, and gaſping towards ever- 
laſting ruin—ſlain by the goſpel of 


Chriſt! Why do not tears of deep 
concern mingle themſelves with every 


ſentence I utter, when multitudes, 
juſt plunging into damnation, and 


perhaps hearing for the laſt time, are, 
in reſpect of need, crying, with an 
exceeding bitter cry, Help, miniſter, 


1 periſh, I periſh; pluck the brand 


out of the burning; help to eſcape 


from the wrath to come ! How ſhould 
- ſpend a moment of my devoted 


time in idle chit-chat, in uſeleſs read- 
ing, in unneceſſary ſleep! What if, 
mean while, ſome one of my charge 
drop into hell- fire, and commence his 


everlaſting curſes of me for not doing 


more for his ſalvation! What ſhall I 


do if God riſeth up to require their 
blood at my hand! How accurſed 
that knowledge which I do not im- 


Prove 


n 
prove for the honour of Chriſt the 
beſtower! How accurſed that eaſe 
Which iſſues in the damnation of men! 
How accurſed that conformity to the 
world which permits my hearers to 


ſleep hellward in fin! 
h {1 


TRACT VI 


5 Refeftions of a. M niſter encouraging Bir Z 
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Havs I obtained mercy ? Hath the 
Son of God loved me, and given 
himſelf for me? Hath he tranſlated 


me from darkneſs to his marvellous 3 
light > Hath he called me, and fur- 


niſhed me with knowledge, with ſpiri- 

tual experiences, for.my work ?, Let 
me ſhew forth the praiſes of him woe 
| hath called me. Why art thou caſt 
down, my foul? ſtill truſt in God, for 


I dal yet 2 * who- is the help, 


the 


0 


che health, of my countenance, and 
my God. Hath he ſeparated me to 
the goſpel of the grace of God? 
counted me faithful, putting me into 
the miniſtry, and giving me, who am 
leſs than the leaſt of all ſaints, this 
grace, that 1 ſhould preach amongſt 
the Gentiles the unſearchable nen of 
Chriſt 3 . 
Let me W mine office. 11 5 
hath raiſed me from the dunghill, and 
exaked me aboye principalities and 
| thrones and dominions, to be 
4 ſtated. preacher of Chriſt, a_ ſtated 
- ambaſſador and herald of the Lord of 


| hoſts. How ſupertatively pleaſant my 


Huſineſs, to ſurvey, to tell out, the 
exceeding riches of Chriſt, — all my 
own - to publiſh exoceding, great and 
precious promiſes, all given to me 
t declare 40 wy brethren. the name 

that 
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that is as ointment poured forth 140 
proclaim redemption through the blood 
of God, even the forgiveneſs of ſins, 
according to the riches of his grace 
to be ever, with joy, drawing water 
out of the wells of ſal vation; and 
have rivers of living water flowing out 
of my belly, for the refreſnment of 
others — to be God's unmuzzled ox; 
treading out his corn, the fineſtf of 
the wheat !—to be a worker together 
with God in the chiefeſt of all his ways, 
| the ſalvation of men - to be like an- 
gels, always beholding the face of my 
Father which is in heaven to be all 
the days of my life dwelling in the 
houſe - of the Lord; beholding "bis 
beauty, and inquiring reverentlyin his 
temple! E to be meaſuring the height; 
che length, the depth, the breadth; 


| and to Know the love of Chriſt, which 
| paſſeth 
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paſſeth knowledge, and to be filled 
with all the fulneſs of Gd. 
Let me, therefore, be i in nothing 
terrified by my adverſaries, nor by 
the arduous nature of my. work. In 
the full aſſurance that Jeſus is mine 
and hath called me, let no diſtreſs, no 
perſecution, no danger, move me. 
Jeſus, the fore-runner, for me is en- 
tered. He, the breaker, is gone up 
before me : he hath broken up, and 
paſſed through: he is on my head, 
and at my right hand; I ſhall not be 
moved: he ſendeth none a warfare 
upon his own charge: he hat! ſaid 
to my ſoul, Lo, I am with thee alway, 
even unto the end of the world. —As 
thy days are fo ſhall thy ſtrength be. 
My preſence ſhall go with thee, and I 
will give thee reſt. When thou paſſeſt 
through the waters I will be with 
thee, and through the rivers, they 


H ſhall 
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ſhall not overfow thee : when thou 
walkeſt through the fire thou ſhalt 
not be burnt, neither ſhall the flame 
kindle -upon thee, Fear not, Iam 
with thee: be not diſmayed, I am 
thy God. Fear not, worm Jacob! I 
will help thee.—Behold, I will make 
thee a new ſharp-threſhing inſtrument, 
having teeth, and thou ſhalt threſh 
the mountains, and beat them ſmall ; 
and thou ſhalt rejoice in the Lord, 
and glory in the Holy One of Iſrael. 


I will be with thy mouth. —Behold, I 


have made thee a defenced city, and an 
iron pillar and a braſen wall, againſt 


the whole land. I am with thee, faith 


the Lord, to deliver thee. I, even I, 
am He that comforteth thee. Who 
art thou that art afraid of a man? 1 
will give you another Comforter, that 
be may abide with you for ever, even 
the Spirit of Truth. He ſhall teach 

e you 


Fou all things, and bring all things 
to your remembrance. He ſhall take 
of mine, and ſhall ſhew it unto you. 
When he is come he will convince 
the world of fin, and of righteouſneſs, 
and of judgment. Be thou faithful 


unto che death, and 1 will give thee 


a crown of life. He that loſeth his 


life for my fake .ſhall find it. To 


him that overcometh will 1 give to 


ſit with me on my throne, even as I 


alſo overcame and am ſet down. with 

my Father on his throne. 
Beſtir thyſelf, my ſoul ; let me walk 

in the light of the Lord; let me ſet 


my face like a flint; let me give my : 
back to the ſmiters and my cheeks 


to them that Pluck off the hair. I 
ſhall not be confounded; for the Lord 


God will help me. Let me go forth 


in him, as my might, to promote the 
W of ſouls, that they may be 


Hz. = my 
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my hope, my reward, my joy, my 
glory, and erown of rejoicing in the 
day of the Lord. Nay, though Iſrael 
be not gathered, I ſhall be glorious 
in the eyes of the Lord; my judg- 
ment ſhall be with the Lord, and my 
work with my God. — Is Jeſus my 
5 ſurety, my ſacrifice, my teacher, my 
Lord, my friend, my father, my huf- 
band, my ſaviour, my God, my glory? 
Let me indite good matter touching. 
the King. Let my tongue be as che 
pen of a ready writer. Let my cloſed 
lips be opened, and ſing aloud of his 
righteouſneſs and ſalvation all the day, 
as not knowing the numbers thereof. 
Let Jeſus be the end of all miniſtra- 
tions. If F ſeek to pleaſe men 1 
| eannot be the ſervant of Chriſt. 1 
I chiefly regard my own honour, my 
SO or my * Wann 
| | "ROW © 
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Bow ſhall I hold up my face to Jeſus, 
who loved me, and gave himſelf for 
me! If he is the beloved Son of God, 
full of grace and truth, for men, for 
me, and made of God to us wiſdom, 
righteouſneſs, ſanctification, and re- 
demption, —be my great aim to pro- 
mote the glory of his grace, in the 
ſalvation of all around me; and to be 
a good ſavour of Chriſt unto God in 
them that are ſaved, and in them that 
periſh.— Let Jeſus, in perſon, natures, 
offices, relations, works, and bleſſings, 
be the matter of my miniſtrations, 
Loet me exhibit laws, doctrines, Pro- 
miſes, and threatenings, in due con- 
nexion with him —the law as a cove- | 
nant fulfilled and magnified by him, 
and driving men to him ;—the law 
as a rule, ſweetened in his blood, 
founded on his atonement, and re- 
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3 — — 


ä — —ä—ͤ öà 44 —_— 


; 4b ( 150 F-; 

quiring the improvement of hike 11 
our all and in all. The promiſes as 
yea and amen in Chriſt Jeſus, the 
New Teſtament in his blood, —If 1 
diſplay the perfections of God, let it 

be as they ſhine in the face of Jeſus 

Chriſt.—If I exhibit the bleſſings of 
divine grace, let me repreſent them 
as purchaſed with his blood, lodged 

| in his heart, and diſtributed by his 
| bountiful hand, —— and as bleſſings 


wherewith the Father b! leſſeth men in 
Chriſt Jeſus.— If I point forth the pro- 
 vidences of God, let it be as the doing 
of my Lord, and marvellous in my 
eyes. If I proclaim the terrors of 
the Almighty, let them appear as the 
ſore puniſhment appointed for ſuch as 
trample Jeſus under their feet, and 
count the blood of the covenant an 
unboly thing ;—as the condemnation | 
— 1 25 + 
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n 
of the obfiinate refuſers 7 God's un- 


ſpeakable gift. If I call men to re- 
pent, let it be in looking to Jeſus, 


whom they have pierced. If I incul- 
cate prayer, let it be as a coming 


boldly to the throne of grace, in the 


view of having a great high-prieſt, 
Jeſus the Son of God.,—If I recom- 
mend thankſgiving, let it be as 


chiefly for Chriſt, and acceptable 


through him. If I preſs the duties of 
the law of any kind, let it be as part 
of Chriſt's purchaſed ſalvation, as the 
fruits of faith living on Chriſt; as 

enforced by the authority, the love of 


Chriſt; and produced under the in- 


fluence of Chriſt, and his Spirit dwell- 


ing in us; as conducive to the glory 


of Chriſt, and acceptable only through 


the merits and interceſſion of Chrift. 


6 Let every particular duty be enfor ced 


— „„ oh 
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Chriſt, 1 Cor. vi. 8—11, 15. 2 Cor, 
viii. 9. Tit. 11.7, 9. Rom. xili. 14. 


ſtyle ſavour of Chriſt, manifeſting 


great plainneſs and energy, ee 


from the oracles of Chriſt. | 
Since Jeſus hath put me into this 


dignified office, and hath aſſured me 


of his aſſiſtance and reward, *let me 
ſhew myſelf a workman that needeth 


not to be aſhamed, rightly dividing 
the word of truth, and giving every 


one his meat in due ſeaſon, in cor- 


reſpondence to their reſpective ſta- 


tions, conditions, and inclinations, 


Leet me ſo preach up the grace of the 


goſpel as to promote an humble and 
univerſal dependance on Chriſt; but 
mean while condemn the ſluggiſh and 
careleſs profeſſor. Let me labour to 


. into 1 man's conſcience the 


with ſome particular conſideration of 


divine 5 
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divine truths ſuited to his caſe. . Let 


me diſtinctly explain and enforce par- 
ticular duties, and oppoſe particular 
luſts and vices. After ſeatching my 
on heart, and much prudent pains 
to underſtand the ſpiritual condition of 
the various perſons of my charge, 
let me labour ſo to apply my doc- 
trines, that evety one may know him- 
ſelf and his circumſtances before God: 

ſo as the ignorant may be inſtructed, 
ſcoffers and gainſayets convinced, the 
ſtupid and ſecure awakened, the floth- 
ful rouſed and excited, the legaliſt 


and moraliſt have his hopes flain, the | 
hypocrite, may feet his covering too 
narrow to wrap himſelf in, the afflicted 
may be comforted, the wanderer 1 
claimed, and the ſineere aſker of the 
way to Zion may, be directe. 


In fine, holding faſt the form. of 


found words 5 in, faith 20d long which 
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is in Chriſt Jeſus? — 6; kenping 


that good thing, office, gifts, and 
grace, committed to me by. the 
Holy Ghoſt which dwelleth in me 
let me carefully lay the foundation 
in a frequent and pointed explication 
of goſpel truth relative to .Jeſus' per- 
ſon, righteouſneſs, and ſinners union 
with him, and juſtification through 
his imputed atonement. Let me, in 
the moſt clear and convincing manner, 
point out the nature and circum- 
| ſtances of regeneration and turning to 
God,—together with the real marks of 
a gracious ſtate, and the difference 
between ſpiritual and ſaving changes 
of the heart effected by the Holy 
Ghoſt, and the counterfeits thereof.— - 
In nothing let me ſtudy more accu- 
racy than in explaining the nature, 
' progreſs, and circumſtances of goſpel 
fanchfication. 55 
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TRACT VIIL 


On Conditional Election and Freewill, 


OssERVIN that our Arminian 
friends loudly inſiſt that their ſcheme 
of conditional election, and of Chriſt's 
death for all men without diſtinction, 
and of men's ability to believe, and 
of the poſſibility of falling from grace, 
is extremely adapted to promote the 
honour of the divine perfections and 
the comfort and holineſs of men, 1 
could not but inquire if theſe things 
were ſo; and, upon the moſt unbiaſſed 
Me examination, 


8 156 3 


examination, find them quite che reverſe. 
Is that for the honour of the Deity, 
which ſuppoſeth him incapable to fix 
the plan of his whole work, relative 
to rational agents, before he com- 
mences it? - that ſuppoſeth him inca- 
pable to fix any plan, but when a 
created freewill is his counſellor; or 
to proſecute any plan but as freewill 
allows him her permiſſion and aſſiſt- 
ance? Is that ſcheme honourable to 
God, which ſuppoſeth him to have 
created a freewill in rational agents, 
which it is beyond his power to keep 
dependant upon himſelf or manage for 
anſwering any fixed purpoſe? Where 
is the immutability of God, if he be 


obliged to alter his ſchemes as the 


freewill of mankind ſhall pleafe to 
deport itſelf? Is this the ſtanding of 
his counſel and the doing of all his 
pleaſure ? Where is the boaſted uni- 
15 verſality 
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verſity of his benevolence, unleſs he 
| hath provided a Saviour for devils as 
well as for men; and given them, 
who are his creatures, and no leſs ex- 
cellent, an equal throne for their eternal 
ſalvation? Where was his wiſdom or 
equity; and where his love to his 
eternal Son, if he took pleaſure to 
bruiſe him, to make his ſoul an of- 
fering for the fin of all mankind ; for 
the ſin of thoſe, who, at the very 
time, were in hell, ſuffering the due 
reward of their deeds ; and for mil- 
lions, who, if omniſcient, he foreſaw 
would follow them thither in due 
time; or to make him throw away his 
life for men upon the improbable 
ſuppoſition that ſuch, as were in the 
fleſn in their natural ſtate ſhould 


pleaſe God with their faith and repent- 
ance? Where is his wiſdom or power, 
bis kindneſs or candour, towards us, 


55 


Co > 
if his choice of us to eternal life, if 
the death of his Son for us, if the 
ſtriving of his Spirit with us, have their 
whole efficacy in our favours ſuſpended 
upon this impoſſible condition—that 
our heart, deceitful above all things 
and deſperately wicked, our carnal | 
mind at enmity againſt God, and 
which 1s not ſubje& to his law, nei- 
ther indeed can be, ſhall graciouſly 
convert itſelf, and lend its aſſiſtance 
to the Deity for the ſecuring of aur 
eternal happineſs, and effeQuating 
that which was too hard for the 
VVV ; 

Where, my Arminian friends, is 
the comfort, the bleſſedneſs, for men 
you ſpeak of? If I am deeply ſenſible 
of the corruption of my heart, what 
comfort can it be to me that God 
will fix his choice on me, will render 

. oy the 
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the death of his Son the price of my 
eternal life, will render the ftriving 
of his Spirit prevalent to my eternal 
ſalvation, if I perform the (to me in- 


finitely impoſlible) condition of faith 
and repentance perſevered j in unto the 

end of my life? What though Jeho- 
vah hath ſaid to my ſoul, I have loved 
thee with an everlaſting love; his 
loving kindneſs may endure but for a 
moment, and the everlaſting covenang 

of his peace be removed ! What, ſup- 
poſe he began to do me good, he 
may not be able or willing to finiſh it ! 
he may break his everlaſting covenant, 
ordered in all things and ſure, and 
turn away, from doing me good! What, 
ſuppoſe he hath written my name in 
heaven, in the Lamb's book of life 
it is leſs tenacious than my pariſh re- 
giſter: my name may be blotted our 
ere 


160) 


ere to-morrow. Suppoſe Chriſt kath 
loved me and given himſelf to the 
death for me, it is no more than he 
did for millions at that inſtant in hell, 
and for millions that ſhall be eternally 
damned. His death can therefore be 
no more comfortable to me than my 

ereation; and yet perhaps it had been 
better for me that I had never been 
born. Suppoſe the ſtriving of the 
Holy Spirit ſhould in ſome bappy 
moment have the concurrence, or at 
leaſt the permiſſion, of my free- 
will to change my nature, and im- 
plant in me gracious principles; they 
are put into a bag with holes, and 
may be loſt ere ro-motrow ! Suppoſe 
1 had taken my place on the celeſtial 
throne, perhaps, by an inadvertent - 
ſlip of my freewill, 1 may be tumbled 
headlong into hell, as multitudes or 
angels once were 
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Better methinks be a reprobate ac- 
cording to the Calviniſt ſcheme, than 
an elected perſon according to the Ar- 

minian! According to the Calviniſt, 
God will ſave no man but in conſiſt-, 


ency with his own purpoſe. Accord- 


ing to the Arminian, God neither will 
nor can ſave any man without the per- 
miſſion, the aſſiſtance, of the man's 


freewill ; or without our performance 
of an infinitely impoſſible condition of 


true faith and goſpel repentance, pro- 


duced from a carnal mind at enmity 


againſt God ! 


According to the Calvinift, the BR. 


vine purpoſe lays no bar in the way 
of our freewill's performing its duty; 
and whoſoever believeth ſhall be ſaved. 
According to the Arminian, it is not 
one act of believing, nor perbaps a 


thouſand acts of and repentance, and 
5 bcere 5 
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fincere obedience, that will fix my ſtate, 


Alas! miſerable comforter, and phy- 
fician of no value! 


Doth the Arminian ſcheme promote 


the earneſt ſtudy of true holineſs ? Let 


experience'{peak, How many in Bri- 


| tain ſuppoſe themſelves capable to 


repent and believe at pleaſure, and 


that Chriſt died for all; at leaſt, if 


they be ſincere, and do the beſt they 
can? yet, what ſtudents of - holineſs 


| are theſe? Let hell bluſh at the 
thought! How many of them blaſ- 
pheme as devils, and tempt their fel- 


lows to abomination ! How many riot 


in drunkenneſs, gluttony, and whore- 


dom! How many are ignorant of the 
firſt principles of our holy religion, 


and cannot ſo much as reſt in the 


literal knowledge of the law! How 


many live as brute beaſts, unthoughtful 
whether they be Poſſeſſed of immortal 


ſouls! | 


Or I III DI POO — ů ů —„ een 


1 ):- 
fouls! In what thouſands of cloſets 
and families the ſtated worſhip of our 
Maker is equally obſerved as in the 
ſtable or ſty ! — Let reaſon ſhew her 
opinion. According to the Arminian 
ſcheme, God cannot: help me much if 
he would. He cannot make me will- 
ing in the days of his power, or able 
to ſerve him in the beauties of holi- 
neſs; but can merely ſtrive with my 
conſcience, and try to ſooth my free 
will into a good humour. 
The law of God indeed binds me 
to holineſs, but that is the very caſe 
with devils, whoſe good works I ſup- 
poſe to be but few. What benefits 1 
have received from God are ſo inſigni- 
ficant and common that I ſcarce o we 
him diſtinguiſhed thanks. His choice 
of me, the death of his Son for me, 
and the ſtrivipg of his Spirit with me, 
as even his beſtowal of grace u pon me, 


do 
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do not avail, unleſs my free-will take 
heed to herſelf; they cannot for a 
moment ſecure me from hell. What 
pleaſure my free-will, if left to herſelf, 
can take in the ways of holineſs, I 
cannot conceive. When my eternal 
life is in danger every moment, how 
can I draw near to God with a true 
heart in the full aſſurance of faith? 
How can I be ſtedfaſt and immoveable, 
always abounding in the work of the 
Lord, knowing that my labour ſhall 
not be in vain in the Lord. If 1 
attempt to give thanks, what if an. 
entrance into hell turn my ſong into 
howling! If I owe my happineſs 
more to the management of my own 
freewill than to God's election, Chriſt's 
| death, and the ſtriving of his Spirit, 
why ſhould I deny myſelf, have no | 
confidence in the fleſh, - but rejoice in 
Chriſt Jeſus? — In heaven I owe no 
| mor e 


— 
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more praiſe to God or the Lamb 


than thoſe in the lake that burneth 


with fire and brimſtone. Let my ſong 
then be not, Worthy is the Lamb, 


© &c.” but © Worthy art thou, my free- 


c will, to receive honour and glory, 


and dominien and bleſſing, for thou 
© haſt taken care, and haſt redeemed 


© me to God. 'Salvation to our free- 
will that fitteth on the threne, and to | 


<'the Lamb! 1* 
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TRACT N. 
On the Air Balloon. 
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Wuar empty noiſe have we now 


about air balloons ; which, for aught 


I know, can merely expend what 
might be applied to a pious or charit- 


able uſe, — waſte men's precious time, 
and gratify and excite their vain cu- 


riofity! But come thou, my ſoul, 


behold, behold, without money and 
without price, God's new covenant of 


grace with his eternal Son, in which 
indeed there is a ſafe paſſage, an uſeful, 


A pleaſan t and glorious paſſage, from 
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the brink of hell to the heights of hea- 
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ven How marvellous its contrivance, 
by the manifold wiſdom of God! How 
aſtoniſhing its divine materials, form, 
and contexture, in both the making 
and the adminiſtrations! How mar- 
vellous the cauſe, the parties, the 


agreement, the condition, the pro- 
miſes, the bleſſings, and the manner 


of their conveyance! How infinitely 
important its influence, in promoting 
the higheſt glory of God in his ſalva- 


tion of finful men! Behold how, by 


the flaming love of Jehovah, the bit- 
ter ſufferings of his Son, and the all- 
powerful breathings of his Spirit, mul- 
titudes have, for almoſt ſix thouſand 


years paſt, been carried from darkneſs 


to light, from hell and earth to hea- 
ven, from Satan to God, without ſo 
much as one burſting of the rare ma- 
While others, therefore, 
amuſe themſelves with the uſeleſs con- 


chine |! 
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trivances of men, rejoice thou, my 
ſoul, that God bath {made with thee, 
and hath put thee into, an everlaſting 
covenant, ordered in all things and 
ſure; and this is all thy ſalvation and 
all thy defire. How delightful thy paſ- 
ſage in it from this frail, this vile, 
this dead body, to the inheritance of 
the ſaints in light, - to be with Chrift, 
while angels ſhall be thy honorary, 
thy eſcorting, guard! In it how 
delightful ſhall we ranſomed millions 
be at the laſt day, carried up to 
meet the Lord in the air, while our 


5 enemies behold us! — In what tran- 


ſcendently auguſt manner ſhall we, 
with Jeſus as our chief, and His high 
praiſes in our mouth, thence aſcend, 
in it, far above all heavens, to the 


right hand of the Majefty on high! 
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TRACT X. 


De Parliament a ſolved. 


repreſentative, viz. able men, fear- 
ing God, and hating covetouſneſs,? 
will be turned out, and perhaps as few 


I profane 


Wurn z ſtrife and contention are 
there is confuſion and every evil work. 
The late diſſolution of parliament no 
way, that I know of, affects my pri- 
vate intereſt, Scarce any, ſuch as I. 
could have freedom to chooſe for my 


brought in, by the change. But when 
I conſider the terrible ſcenes of deceit, 
bribery, drunkenneſs, ignorant and 


vp * 2 e er; » 4 — 
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profane ſwearing or perjury, that will 
be thereby occaſioned, it finks my 
ſpirits, and I look on the diſſolution 


as a means of haſtening our ruin. 


Alas! what numerous, what heavy 


curſes of Jehovah, the King of na- 


tions, the wickedneſs committed in the 
electioneering work will draw down! 
And what court, what kingdom, can 


proſper under ſo many fearful curſes 
of almighty God! It is neither N. 


nor F. nor P. that Leither fear or truſt, 
but a long- provoked, an exceedingly 
angry God. Who may ſtand before 


him if once he be angry? Who 


knows the power of his wrath ? If he 
be againft us, who can be for us? 
Till our madneſs and profligacy in 


diverſions, elections, and many things 
elſe, and the fearful murder, deceit, 
and robbery, committed in our Eaſt 


C199 
India trade, and our hatred and con- 
tempt of Chriſt and his goſpel, be 
turned- into weeping, mourning, and 
girding with ſackcloth, I cannot expect 
any bleſſed proſperity for Britain. Nay, 
I am aſtoniſhed that God, in his infi- 
nite patience, hath borne ſo long with 
us, and hath not diffolved us from 

being a nation. 
But turn thine eyes, O my ſoul, to 
a much more ſolemn ſcene. In a little 
our lower world ſhall be diſſolved; the 
heavens ſhall paſs away with a great 
noiſe; the elements ſhall melt with 
fervent heat; and the earth, and the 
works therein, ſhall be burnt 1 up. The 
great archangel ſhall found his awful 
trumpet, calling all the quick and the 
dead to their laſt judgment. Not 
one ambitious wretch ſhall then poſt 
through countries to ſecure votes for 
himſelf or his friend. No caroufing 
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and drunkenneſs, no unruly or ſelfiſh - 


polls, no frantic ſhouts of carnal joy, 
ſhall take place. But graves ſhall 
open ; ſeas, earth, and hell, ſhall give 
up their dead. While thouſands - of 
angels fly every where, to gather 
God's elect from the four winds of 


heaven, millions unnumbered of ran- 


ſomed men ſhall be caught up to meet 


their Lord Chriſt in the air, and to 
be ſet down with him on his great 


white throne. Mean while, countleſs 
multitudes of thoſe who had puſhed 
themſelves into places of power and 


. truſt in church and ſtate, and of thoſe 
that had helped them forward, ſhall 
be left behind on the earth, weeping, 
wailing, and gnaſhing their teeth,— 


curſing the day and means of their 
edvancement, as well as of their birth; 
and that they, for a paltry bribe of 
money, friendſhip, or liquor, con- 


tributed to ſet up a manifeſt enemy of 


the 


„ 


the Lord and his Chriſt, to be his 


deputy in the flate, or ambaſſador in 
the church. But hark! how the King 
eternal, by his final ſentence, Come, 
© ye bleſſed of my Father, inherit the 


kingdom prepared for you from the 


* foundation of the world ;* and, 


'* Depart from me, ye curſed, into 
* everlaſting fire, prepared for the 


devil and his angels,” diffolves the 
vaſt aſſembly of mankind. And 


* theſe (wicked) ſhall go away into 


everlaſting puniſhment, but the righ- 


* teous into life eternal.” Ah, what 
principalities and powers, kings, no- 
bles, and other rulers, ſhall then be 


caſt down into tenfold depths of de- 
ſtruction !——how political combina- 
tions ſhall be turned into mutual 


hatred and rage how jovial roarings 


ſhall be changed into dreadful howlings! 


and bribes of every form ſhall, like 
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fire, torment the conſciences of both 
givers and receivers, and that to all 


eternity! 
And, my foul: what ſhall be my 
lot in that great day of the Lord ? 


Shall I appear with Chriſt in glory? 
Shall I ſit at his right hand? Shall 


J, clothed with his own righteouſ- 
neſs and grace, attend him from his 


zudgment-ſeat into his heavenly pa- 


lace? Shall I be for ever with the 


Lord, and enter into his joy ? Shall 


1 for ever ſing Hoſannas to the Son 


of David, Hoſanna in the higheſt? 


© Salvation to our God that fitteth 
© on the throne, and to the Lamb Y 


O grace, grace, grace unto it! Not 
unto us, not unto me, but to thy 


name, O Lord, be the glory, for thy 


: mercy and oy truth's ſake! 


TRACT 


( 175 
TRACT XI. 


The Grand Poll. 


TERAI BLI confuſion having bap- 


pened among mankind, their original 


ſtate was totally diſſolved by the great 
King, the Lord of hoſts, It was 
therefore neceſſary that they ſhould be 
repreſented and directed by a new 
head. Two candidates, of very dif- 
ferent characters, appeared to ſolicit 
their votes. Beelzebub, a prodigal rake, 
who, in a few days of his youth, had 
ſpent his large patrimony, and ren- 
dered himſelf and many millions of 
TI, GE 
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his friends abſolutely bankrupt and 
miſerable; but who nevertheleſs be- 
came more and more proud, and, by 
his impudence, flattery, falſehood, and 
other arts, gained the character of a 
moſt faſhionable and prevalent orator— 


was the one. JESUS CHRIST, the only 


begotten Son of the moſt high God, 
whoſe abilities for management, and 


his fidelity as well as his true love to 


God and men, were abſolutely infinite; 
and who had the tongue of the learned 
to ſpeak words that are ſpirit and life 
to every attentive hearer, — was the 
other, 

An aſſembly of ſome hundred thou- 
ſand millions being convened, though 


not all preciſely at the ſame time, 
Beelzebub had the preſumption firſt 
to aſcend the huſtings, and, with a 


fawning ſmile and loud cry, begged 
their favourable attention. The whole 
„„ aſſembly, 
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aſſembly, except a few, heard him 
ſeveral hours without ſo much as a 
wandering eye or thought, or the very 
leaſt impatience. He harangued them 
to this purpoſe: 
My dear princes, noblemen, gen- 
* tlemen, clergymen, and commons, 
with your reſpective princeſſes and 
ladies, - you cannot but be deeply 
ſenſible of my near relation to you 
* as your common parent, and of my 
* conſtant abode and familiar conde- 
© ſcenfions among you. My zeal for. 
your preſent eſtabliſhed. conſtitution, 
_ © hath, ſince our firſt connexion, been 
© ſteady and ardent. In every poſſible 
form I have conſtantly contended for 
© your unlimited liberty both religious 
and civil: I have even permitted you 
© to comply as far with the doctrines 
* and laws of mine adverſary as can 
© conſiſt with your natural inclinations, | 
© or can tend to promote your true 
9 5 | + pleaſure, 


— 
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* pleaſure, honour, and wealth; in this 
© world. For your manifeſt advantage 


I have contended for and encouraged 


* your unallayed rejoicing in the days 
* of your youth, and your unbounded 


: liberty to fulfil the deſires of the fleſh 


and mind, and to walk in the ways 
of your heart, and in the ſight of 
© your eyes; and to live in a truly eaſy, 


© cheerful, genteel, and faſhionable 


© manner, in the luſt of your fleſh, the 
© luſt of your eye, and the pride of 
© life, — withholding nothing from 


© yourſelf that your ſoul deſireth. 


© Your ſmall ſervices to me I have 
© been always ready to reward with the 
© riches, crowns, or kingdoms of this 


world. I have almoſt racked my 


« wits, and expended my treaſures, in 
© inventing for you new forms of man- 


| © ly principles, exquiſite pleaſures, ex- 


© alted honours, and immenſe riches, 


. that 1 might cauſe you to enjoy a 


6 
1 very 
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© yery heaven upon earth. Inſtead of 
| © the mean, dull drudgery of prayer, 
© ranting of pſalms, ſearching of bibles, 
© and hearing of canting harangues, 
© concerning Chriſt and eternity, hea- 
ven and hell, I have largely furniſhed. 
© you with a ſet of cuſtomary oaths, 
© excellent novels and romances, ſtage 
© plays, puppet ſhows, maſquerades, 
* balls, aſſemblies, merry carouſals, pro- 
ceſſions, horſe-races, cock-matches, 
cards and dice, and many other di- 
« verſions infinitely delightful. By the 
© care of myſelf and my ſervants the 
* moſt of you have the good ſenſe to 
diſcern that that pitiful ſcribble, 
© called the Bible, i is but an arrant im- 

© poſture, whoſe principles are a diſ- 

grace to human nature; and its laws, 
© unleſs as they forbid groſs thefts in 
« civilized nations, an intolerable bur- 
* den, To render your minds as com- 
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Sa 
© poſed as poſſible, we have alſo irrefra- 
© gably proved that hell is a mere bug- 
© bear, ſcarcely believed by one preacher 
© of a hundred ; and that, if there be a 
heaven or eternity, and a God, he is 
* naturally obliged to exert himſelf to 
© his uttermoſt in making all his crea- 
© tures happy; and ſo, inſtead of damn- 
« ing any of you, muſt beſtow upon you 
* an everlaſting happineſs, anſwerable 
do your natural appetites. Let there- 
fore your ſo richly-deſerved gratitude 
determine each of you to ſupport me 
on this important occaſion ;. the 

© which if you do, I ſolemnly promiſe, 
on my word of honour, to exert 
© myſelf for your true and preſent 
© welfare, to the very utmoſt of my 
power. 
My only opponent ſearcely 3 
« ſerves your or my notice. With 
* pleaſure, my: lords and gentlemen, 1 
e 
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© know that you have the good ſenſe 


© to hold him in ſovereign contempt: 


* Moſt of you never ſo much as heard 


of him till this very day. His own 


© account of himſelf, if it had any 
truth in it, repreſents him as abſo- 
: lutely deſpicable;—a man of ſorrows, 

© — a worm, and no man; — mean in 
his birth; debaſed, poor, and hated 
in his life, and infamous in his death ! 


Not learned doCtors, princes, noble + 
* men, or gentry, but fome infatuated, 


or pitifully weak dregs of mankind, 


© have ever marked the leaſt regard 
for him. And, indeed, none in his 
* wits will ever prefer one who allots 


nothing but a life of trouble and 


* torment to his friends; requires them 


© to deny themſelves, and threatens 


eternal damnation for the moſt trifling 
6 deviation from his abſurd commands.” 
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This flattering ſpeech was received 
with ſuch multitudes of loud huzzas, 


_ that earth and hell rang again with No 
Jeſus Chriſt, but Beelzebub for ever! 


Beelzebub for ever] Beelzebub for ever ! : 
Notwithſtanding this horrid affront, 
Jeſus Chriſt, in infinite compaſſion to 


the multitude, mounted the huſtings, 
and in the moſt ſolemn and ſerious 


manner begged their attention. But 


ſuch was their hubbub and outrageous. 


clamour, that, had not his voice been 
as of the Almighty when he ſpeaketh, 


he had got no hearing at all. And 
indeed, till about the evening tide, 
almoſt no man regarded him.——He 


addreſſed ſuch as did not run off, in 


this manner, with the tear in his eye: 


To you, O men, I call, fand my 


6 voice is to the ſons of men. How of- 
© tenwould I have gathered youas a hen 
7 gathereth her chickens under her 
_ © wings, and ye would not! Ye have 


© been 
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« been called to the Moſt High, and 


© none would exalt him. I have 


called, and ye refuſed ; I ſtretched 


© out my hand, and no man regarded. 
Ve have ſet at nought all my coun- 
« ſel, and would none of my reproof; 
oye would have none of me. What 
© ſhall I do unto you, O ſinners, O 
© children of diſobedience, who are of 


your father the devil, and the luſts 


« of your father ye do! How ſhall I 


give you up! How ſhall I make you 
eternal monuments of my wrath, as 


Admah, and as Zeboim! Mine 
© heart is turned within me, and my 


© repentings are kindled together. 


© Ah! you have deſtroyed yourſelves, 
© but in me is your help. How long, 


you ſimple ones, will you love fim- 
* plicity ; and you ſcorners, delight in 
* ſcorning ; and ye fools, hate know- 


© ledge? Turn ye at my reproof ; 
TP  * behold, 
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© behold, I pour out my Spirit upon 
you, and make known my words 
© unto you. Hear, O my people, and 
©] will ſpeak; I will teſtify againſt 
you: Jam God, even thy God. 
© And, as I live, faith the Lord, I 
| © have no pleaſure in the death of the 
wicked; but that they ſhould turn 
© and live: . turn ye, turn ye; why 
* will ye die? What is a man profited 
© if he gain the whole world, and loſe 
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| © his own ſoul? or, what ſhall a man 
4 give in exchange for his ſoul? In 
if my own, and my Father's name, I 
4 ; * beſeech you to. be reconciled unto 
| © God; for he hath made me, who knew 
i © nofin, to be fin; to be a curſe for you, 
0 that you might be made the righte- 


„ ouſneſs of God, and for ever bleſſed 
with all ſpiritual bleſſings in me. 
God ſo loved the world that he gave 
Y me, his only, begotten Son, that 
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© whoſoever believeth in him might 


© not periſh, but have everlaſting life. 
He hath ſanctified, ſealed, and ſent 


© me into the world, to ſeek and to 
* ſave that which was loſt : hath ſent 


me forth in the likeneſs of finful fleſh | 


* that I might give my life a ranſom 
for many; hath ſent me, a Savi- 
* our, and a great one, to deliver 
you; — to give you repentance 


and remiſſion of fins, and bleſs. 
you in deſtroying the works of the 


devil, and turning every one of you 


from his iniquities; hath given me 
for a covenant to the people, a light 
* unto the Gentiles, and his ſalvation 
| * to the ends of the earth. —Having 
loved you with an everlaſting love, 


* I, from eternity, covenanted for you 
as your ſurety, and undertook to pay 


all your infinite debt to an offended 
© God, In the fulneſs of time I 


© became 
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© became your brother, born for your- 
© adyerfity, God in your nature, as 
© well as on your fide. In your ſtead. 
«I myfelt bore your fins, and all 
© the curſes, puniſhment, and death, 
© due to them; finiſhed tranſgreſſion, 
and made an end of fin; and ful- 
© filled all righteouſneſs required by the 
broken law; nay, magnified the law, 
and made it honourable, — Having 
* thus loved you, and given myſelf 
for you to God as a facrifice of a 
«£ {weet-ſmelling ſavour, a propitiation 
© for the fins of the world, I was raiſed 
again for your juſtification, aſcended 
© up on high, and received gifts for 
men; yea, for the rebellious alſo, 
s that the Lord God might dwell 
* among them; had all things, all 
power in heaven and earth, delivered 
© unto me of my Father, that I might 
give eternal life to as many as I will; 

5 was - 
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© was exalted to his right hand, 
© that, by continual interceſſion, I 


might be able to ſave to the utter- 
© moſt all them that come unto God 


© by me.—Let, therefore, all this mul- 
© titude know aſſuredly, that God hath 
© made me Jeſus, whom ye have de- 


© ſpiſed and crucified, both Lord and 
© Chriſt; that I am made of God unto 


* you, ignorant, guilty, polluted, and 
* enſlaved ſinners, wiſdom and righte- 
* ouſneſs, ſanctification and redemp- 
© tion, that ye may be ſaved in me 
with an everlaſting ſalvation. Look 


© therefore unto me, and be ye fayed 
from every plague and miſery, and 
© to. every form or degree of true hap- 


© pineſs, in time or eternity; for J am 


© God, and there is none elſe; — a juſt 


God and a Saviour; there is none 
beſide me; no ſal vation in any other 
© —n0 other name under heaven given 
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© among men by which you can be 


« ſaved. Incline your ear, and come 
'© unto me : hear, and your foul ſhall 
© live; and I will make with you an 
5 everlaſting covenant, even the ſure 


© mercies of David ;—abundant pardon 


© and acceptance through my blood; 
adoption into my family; newneſs of 
© heart, in conformity to my image ; 
comfort in fellowſhip with me; and 
© God himſelf as your God. Come 
© unto me, all ye that labour- and are 
© heavy laden, and I will give you reſt. 
My ſon, give me thy heart. If any 
man thirſt, have any need, let him 


come unto me, and-I will give him to 


drink that water which ſhall be in 
him a well ſpringing up unto ever- 
0 laſting life. If any man hear my 


voice, I will give to him eternal 


© life, and he ſhall never periſh, nor 
1 * ſhall any be able to o pluck him out 


4 


CG 
© of mine or my Father's hand. For. 
© this is the will of him that ſent me, 
© that every one that ſeeth the Son, 
and believeth on him, may have 
_ © everlaſting life. All that the Father 
* giveth me ſhall come unto; and 
© him that cometh unto me I will in 
no wiſe caſt out. Now is the ac- 
© cepted time; now is the day of fal- 
vation. — Harden not your hearts. 
Ho ſhall ye eſcape if ye neglect ſo 
great ſalvation ! —if ye tread under 
© foot the Son of God, and count the 
© blood of the covenant, wherewith 
© he was ſanctified, an unholy thing, 
and do deſpite unto the Spirit iy 
c rage 
He pronounced theſe, . and many 
other like words, with ſuch amazing 
earneſtneſs, power, and life, that mul - 
 titudes, even of thoſe that had moſt | 
hear Voted for Beelzebub, recanted, | 
and, 
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and, with great melting of heart, cried 
out, Behold, we come unto thee, for 
© thou art the Lord our God; God 
© my Saviour, my maſter, - my Lord 
and my God! O Lord, our God! 
© other lords befide thee have had 
© dominion over us; but by thee 
only will we make mention of thy 
© name.” This is a faithful ſaying, and 
* worthy of all acceptation, that Chriſt 
_ © Teſus came into the world to fave 
< finners, of whom I am chief.” Thine 
1 am, O Jeſus, and on thy fide, 
© thou Son of God ” © Bleffed be he 
that cometh in the name of the Lord 
| © to fave us; Hoſanna to the Son of 
David! Hoſanna in the higheſt? | 
Beelzebub, nevertheleſs, attempted 
to ſupport himſelf by his numbers: 

but, his cauſe being tried, it was found 
that all the fair and legal votes were 
for Jeſus Chriſt. And Beelzebub, and 
1 : . 
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all his obftinate adherents, were, for 
their villanies, committed to perpetual 
impriſonment, in a lake which burns 
with fire and brimſtone, where they 

have no reſt day nor night, but are 
tormented in the preſence of the holy 
angels, and of the Lamb. 
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vw ATTRACT XIL 


21; 1 414 b 
; State of Britain's Debt to God. 


Fixvixe that, amidſt all their pre- 
tenſions of regard to the. Britiſh con- 
ſtitution, and concern for the indebted 
and dangerous ſtate. of the nation, 
neither old nor new miniſtry had in 

the leaſt adverted to the extenſive ac- 
counts between us and our God, 1 
preſumed to give them, alas! too little 
ſerious conſideration 5 and find that 
we ſtand infinitely deep in debt to his 
rich mercy for favours innumerable 
received from him, and to his aveng- 
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ing juſtice, For innumerable provoca- 


tions committed N hint Of che 


firſt ſort are, 


I. The infinitely. procieti — of | 


redemption through Chriſt : ſuch as, 


(1) God's gracious thoughts in his 


_ elefting purpoſe and covenant of grace, 


Pſa, xxxvi. 23. xl. 5. Ixxxix. 3, 4. 19 


—37. Prov. yüi. 23—3 1. Ifa. Iii. 


10. 2 Tim. i. 9. Tit. i. 2. (2) God's 


preparing the way for his Son's coming 


into our world by viſions, types, pro- 
miſes, and marvellous providences; J 
Heb. i. 1. ix. x. 1. xi. 10. Col. ii. 17. 


Acts x. 43. Rom. iii. 21. (3) The 


actual appearance of the Son of God 


in our nature, Iſa. vii. 14. ix. 6. xi. 1. 
Jer. xxili. 5. XxXxi. 22. Zech. üi. 8. 


Matt. i. 17—2 5. Gal. iv. 4, 5. 1 Tim. 
111. 16. John i i. 14. (4) The great | 
God, in our nature, made under the 
broken covenant of works, fulfilling 
K . 
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all righteouſneſs of obedience and fa- 
tisfaction for men, 2 Cor. viii. 9. v. 21. 
Matt. iii. 15. v. 18. xx. 28. Luke 
xxiv. 26. Dan. ix. 24. Gal. iii. 15. 


; I Jehn ii. 1, 2. iv. 3. v. 8. iv. 9g, 
G) God's. accepting of this righ- 


decades of his Son in our ſtead, and 


rewarding him for! it to our everlaſting 


 adyantage, 1 Tim. 111. 16. Iſa. I. 8. 


li. 1315. ii. 10—12. Rom. iv. 
25, Pſa, Ixviii. 18. Col. i. 19. Phil. 
iv. 19. 1 Pet.“ 1 20, 21. Heb. ii. 10. 
iv. An (6) Chriſt's laying out 


in himſelf the whole of the work of his 


glorified ſtate to promote our eternal 


ſalvation by continual interceſſion, in- 


fixucion, . and government, John xiv. 
19. Rom. viii. 32—34. Heb. vii. 25. 
John xiv. 26. XV. 26- Xvi. 714. Matt. 
xxvili- 18—20. Epheſ. iv. 10—13. 
Pla, cx. 1—f. (7) The publication 
10 * and 
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and free offers of Chriſt and his pur- 
chaſed ſalvation to ſinful men in the 


goſpel, Mark xvi. 15. 1 Tim. i i. 1 5. 
ni. 8, Epheſ. in. 8. i. 13. Acts xili. 


26. Rom. xv. 19. Col. i. 26, 27. 


(8) God's erecting a church or new 


covenant- ſociety of ſinful men on ; 


earth, Gen. xvii. 7. Exod. xix. 5, 6 
Matt. Xvi. 18. Ephel. ii. 18—22. iv. 


8—13. Rev. viii. 9. xi. 15. (9) God's 


blefling men with all ſpiritual bleffings, 


regeneration, juſtification, adoption, 
ſanctification, and comfort in Chriſt, 


on this earth, Ephel. i. 5. ii. 8. 1 Cor. 


i, 30. Col. ii. 10. iii. 11. 2 Cor. v. 
17 — 21. Ezekiel xxxvi. 25 — 29. 
(10) The eternal glorification of men 
through Chriſt in heaven, Epheſ. ii. 
4-7. John xii. 26. xiv. 2, 3. xvii. 
24. Pſ. Ixxii. 24, 26. Xvi. 10, Ir. 
xvii. 13. 1 Theff. iv. 17. Iſa. xlv. 
17. Ix, 19. Rev. xxi. xxii. 
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U. In ſubordination to the above 
great and precious bleſſings of re- 
demption there are multitudes of per- 
ſonal mercies, for which every one in 
Britain. doth or ought to ſtand indebted 
to God: as, (1) Being born in.a land 
of goſpel light, Prov. xxix. 18. Eph. 
11. 12, 19. (2) Being -deſcended' of 
godly parents, Exod. xv. 1. (3) Be- 
ing early and ſeriouſly devoted to the 
Lord-1 in baptiſm, and often. repeated 
fervent prayers, Pſa. Xxli. 10. (4) 
Early inſtruction in the knowledge of 
Chriſtian principles by parents, maſ- 
ters, miniſters, or others, Prov. i. vii. 
XXX1. Gen. viii. 19. Deut. vi. 6, 7. 
2 Tim. iii. 15. (5) God's providential 
hedging- up of his to ſeries concerd 
for their fouls, Hol. ii. 6, 7, 14. Ezek. 
1. 37. Lament. iii. 2729. Job 
XXxiii. 1 530. (6) His convictions 
n conſcience and allurements of 

| : A our 


4.09 1: 


dur affections, by the ſtrivings of* his 
Spirit, 1:Samuel ii. 26. ili. 4—10. 
2 Chron, xxxiv. 3. (7) Our being 
brought into a ſtate of ſaving union 
to and fellowſhip with Chriſt, 1 Kings 
| Xiv, 13. 1 Corinth, xv. 8. Galat, i. 
15, 16. John iii. 3, 5. (8) Our 
preſervation from offenſive ſtumbling. 
in, of. out of, the Lord's way, Pſa. 
lxxi. 17, 18. Iſa . xlvi. 3, 4. (9) Gra- 
cious viſits from Chriſt and his Spirit 
to our ſouls, Gen. xIviii: 3. Pſa. xxxiv. 
6. x1. 1—3. exvi. 1-7. (10) Well- 
grounded hopes of eternal life, 2 Tim. 
1. 12. iv. 7, 8. Plalm Ar 7955 
26. 5 "1 7 
III. We are IVEY to b for T 
multitudes of family mercies: as (1) His 
wonderfully: preſerving. the members, 
notwithſtanding their many dangers, | 
Le ge in childhood, Acts xvu., 
28. Pſa. Ixvi. 9. (2). His kind main- 
K 3 tenance 
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tenance or reſtoration of health, Exod, 
XV. 26, (3) His providing agree- 


able relations, hufbands, wives, pa- 


rents, children, ſervants, neighbours, 
Pſa. cvii. 41. Ixviii. 6. exliv. 12. 


(4) Peace and order in families, Prov. 


xxxl. (5) Piety and devotion, that 
"make the houſe a church, Pfa. ci. 


Toſh. xxiv. 15. Gen, xviti. 19. 2 John 


iv. Philem. ii. Col, iv. 15. Rom. xvi. 


5. Acts x. 2. xvi. 34. (6) Proviſion 


of convenient food, raiment, and other 


temporal accommodations, Deut. viii. 


16. Iſa. xxxiii. 17. Acts xiv. 17. 


xvii. 28. 1 Tim. vi. 17. (7) Protec - 


tion from —_—_ Deut. xxxiil 2 252 


and eſpecially ee eee - 
xciv. 12. Heb. x11. 5—1 1. Rev. iii. 
19. (9) A pleaſant proſpect of a ſeed 
for the Lord Chriſt trained up in the 
ow Iſa, xliv. * Gen. xvii. 7. 


Jer. 


9 
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Jer. xxxi:. 1. Iſa. lix. 21. (10) When 


deaths in families are not only 
fo ordered as to. increaſe love and 
friendſhip- among the ſurvivors, but 
even to awaken their conſciences, and 
ſtir them up to ſeek and follow the 
Lord, 2 Kings i iv. . I. with Ifa. uli. 1. 
IV. We are indebted to him for a 

multitude of public national mercies: as 

(1) His ancient gracious purpoſes, and 
his many expreſs promiſes, concerning 
the iſlands and the ends of the earth ; 
which we now | ee peculiarly reſpeRgd 
Britain; 3 and on which we may plead 
for mercy in every time of need; IIa. 
Xxiv. 1 3 Xlli. 4+ 10, 12. zlix, 1, Ji. 
& bs, 9, 1xvi. 19% xly. 22, Pla. xii. 
27—31, Ixv. 25 Ixxii. 8, 10 —with 
2 Pet. i. 4. Heb. iv. 1. (2) His early 
introduction of his goſpel of. falyation | 
into Britain, about forty years A frer 
Elriſt's death; and not eng after 
. 
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into o the north parts of it, notbichliang: 
ing its diſtance from Jeruſalem, and 


notwithſtanding the poverty and dread- 
ful barbariry and ſavage cuſtoms of 


our anceſtors, Iſa. Ixvi. 19. (3) His 


| thereafter « continuing the goſpel light 
and "Chriſtian church in this iſland, 
notwithſtanding cruel perſecutions by 
the heathen inbabitants, and notwith- 
ſtanding the dreadful and long-conti- 
nued ravages of the Saxons, and all the 
craft, cruelty, error, profligacy, ido- 
latry, and ſuperſtition of the papiſts, 
for more than fourteen hundred years, 
Pſa. exxxii. 13, 14. (4) His refor- 


mation of the country from popery 


| about the middle of the ſixteenth cen- 


tury, notwithſtanding all the exorbitant 


power and wealth of the Romiſh 
_ clergy, and all the groſs ignorance, 
ſuperſtitious | inclinations and profligacy 
of the people, —and notwithſtanding 5 
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(ot) 
alF the caprice of king Henry VII. 
and the cruelty of queen Mary in Eng- 
land, and all that the houſe of Guiſe 
and courts. of France and Scotland. 
could do to oppoſe it, Zech. iv. 6, 7. 


While the more ſtrict and faithful party 


in England were marvellouſly ſup- 
ported under the perſecution they ſuf 
fered from queen Elizabeth and her 


agents, thoſe in Scotland were enabled, 


amidſt great peverty and manifold 


oppoſitions, to carry the reformation 


of their church to a remarkable degree 
of purity and order, Deut. xxxiii. 25. 


1 Chron. xiv. 11. (6) Notwitbſtand- 
ing, all chat king James and Charles 


his ſon could do by alterations of the 


Scotch church —— correſpondence” 
with p Popes, by. courithip-or marriage 
with papiſts, by authorizing, ſports on 
the Lord's day, by high commiſſions,. 


and. 37 4 W baniſhments, 


| „ 


or tortures, — he enabled his faithful 
it miniſters and people to cleave to his 
I! ttruths, and made even their perſecu - 
1 tions a means of their ſubſequent deli- 
verance, Rev. xi. 3. Dan. xi. 32, 33. 
(7) Amidſt no; {mall confuſions, civil 
wars, and no doubt many ſelfiſn de- 
4 ſigns of political managers, he, be- 
© tween 1638 and 1660, not only laid 
| | the foundations of our civil liberties, 


| but alſo furniſhed the nations with a 
| multitude of pious and hborious mini- 
ih; ſters, whoſe faithful preaching of the 


goſpel he blefſed to the conviction, 

converſion, or edification, of perhaps 
millions of ſouls; and produced ſuch 
an appearance of ſerious godlineſs and 
devotion, throughout the moſt of the 
iſland, as was never before or ſince 
known in it, Dan. ix. 25. Hoſ. ii: 6, 
7. 14. v. 15. vi. I—3. (8) Notwith- 
- ng all the TY profaneneſs, 
8 blaſphemous 
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blaſphemous oaths and paddle; and 
cruel perſecutions, introduced by king 
Charles II. and continued by James 
his brother, the Lord enabled mul-- 
titudes of his people to be faithful 
unto fines; impriſonments, baniſh- 
ments, tortures and death, till they 
lived with their children, and turned 
again to their liberty, Zech. x. 8, 9. 
Matt. x. 19. John xvi. 33. Teph. 
iti, 12, 18, 19. (9) At the revolution, 
when all things were prepared for the 
eſtabliſhment of popery and ſlavery, 
he wrought a marvellous deliverance, 
and made the very ſeas, winds, and 
| ſtorms, as well as a branch of our en- 
ſlavers' roots, to fight for the re- eſta- 
bliſhment of our proteſlant- religion 
and liberties, Deut. xxxli. 36. Pſa. 


XIV, 12—1f. cxxxv. 14. (10) When. 


popiſh pretenders to the crown, by 
aſſaſſinations, * and rebellions, 
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of Jacobites, repeatedly n to 
overthrow our religion and liberties, 
he bath always defeated their attempts, 
and made them deſtructive to them- 
ſelves, Iſa. vii. 5-7. Viit.. 12, 15s 
(11) When the goſpel doctrines of the 
free grace of God, reigning through. 
the imputed righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 
were fearfully buried, perverted, or 
mixed by the general prevalence of 
Arminian or Neominian er rors, the 
Lord, by means of Mr. Hervey and 
others in England, and by means of 
Boſton, the Seceders, and others, in 


| | Scotland, revived and ſpread them into 
4 many dark places of the iſlands, to the 
1 converſion and edification of multi- 
lt tudes,” Ezra ix. 8, 9. If, lix. 19. 
I. (2) The late peace, after a moſt ruin- 
5 ous, and perhaps on all hands a moſt 
3 unneceſſary and ſinful war, he not only | 


Eragied us, but ſo Wer timed 
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it for the preſervation of many thou- 
| ſands from periſhing by the famine; 
he corn provided for the amy fup- 


plying many in want; and the ſhips 
which brought victuals from abroad 


having a free and ſafe paſſage. Mean 


while a generoſity in providing fer 
the poor, never before known, at leaſt 


in North Britain, ne, prevailed, a 
Gen. XX11, 14. 
 Hath Britain rendered unto the Lord 


according to theſe and innumerable 


other benefits which he hath beſtowed 
upon her? No: but by crimes innu- 


merable, and highly aggravated, hath 
plunged herſelf into an infinite debt to 


his avenging juſtice by (1) General 
miſimprovement of his mercies, in 
forgetting, undervaluing, and con- 


temning them; by abuſing them as 
means or occaſions of wickedneſs, and 


by {purning away and treading under 
foot 


| "8- 206 % * 
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foot "ſuck as are of a fpiritual nature, 
Pſa. cvi. 13. (2) Groſs atheiſm and 
ignorance of God and of his word and 
works, that neither law nor goſpel, nor 
the moſt common and neceſſary points 
of truth, are underſtood or ſtudied by 
millions, Eph. iv. 18. Iſa. xxvii. 11. 
Hof. iv. 1, 2, 6. (3) Proud and un- 
believing contempt and rejection of 
Jeſus Chriſt, and his great ſalvation 
offered in the goſpel, John i. 11. Heb. 
It: 3. Xx. 29. (4) Contempt and ne- 
glect of the precious ordinances of the 
goſpel, not receiving them, not ob- 
ſerving and keeping them pure and 
entire as means of communion with 
and conformity to Chriſt; but, inſtead 
thereof, living as brute beaſts, with- 
out either ſecret or private daily wor- 
ſhip of God, and even much abſenting 
from his public worllip,. fearfully pro-- 
| | faning 
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faning - bis ſacraments; : Iſa; lain 22. 
Jer. x. 28. Heb. x. 25. (5) Fearful 
profanatiqn of God's name, by ſwear- 
mon converſation 3 and by impoſing 
unneceſfary or finful oaths, or by diſ- 
penſing or tak ing cheſe or other oaths 
in a profane, light, and careleſs, man- 


ner, Ex. xk. J. Zech. v. 3, 4. Jer. 


xxviii. 10. Hol. iv. 2. x. 4. and by breach 


of ſacramental and other ſolemn vows to 
God, Prov. xxx. 25. (6) Notorious 

profanation of the ſabbath, in omitting 

the religious exerciſes of it, and impro- 


ving it as a ſeaſon of idleneſs, wicked- 


neſs, or worldly employments and recre- 


ations, Ezek. xxii. 26. Jer. xvii. 27. 
(7) General impiety of rulers both in 
church and ſtate. Civil rulers are not, 
as they ought to be, men fearing God 
and hating covetouſneſs, Exod. xviii. 
21. but ſuch as by bribes, influence, 


or 


or the like, can puſs. themſelves into 
honour; and too often clergymen are 
ſuch as run unſent by Chriſt; and nei: 
ther. underſtand nor love the goſpel of 
his grace, nor have converſation be- 
coming it; but addict themſelves to 
plays and romanees- inſtead of their 
Bible; have ſcarcely a ſhadow of che 
daily worſhip of God either in ſecret 
or in their families, but ſpend.; much 
of their time in improper diverſions, 
or in familiarity with graceleſs great 
men, Iſa. i. 21, 23. ix, 16. lvi. 10 — 
12. Jer. v. 8, 7, 8. Ezek. xxix. "Ry - 
28. Mic. iii. Hol. vi. 1. (8) Shock 
ing murder of multitudes of precious 
ſouls under Charles II. and James his- 
brother, —of infants by unnatural pa- 
rents, — of duellers; by venting their 
pride, —of, I ſuppoſe, about twelve or 
fourteem millions of poor heathens in 
carrying on the Eaſt India ſettlements 


( 29 ) 
and the African ſlave-trade, — and of 


I know not how many millions of 
precious ſouls by the bad example of 
magiſtrates, miniſters, parents, and 
maſters, and their careleſſneſs about 
thoſe under theit” reſpective charges, 
Hoſ. iv. 2. Ezek. xxii. 3, 6, 9, 12, 
13, 45. Xxiv. 7, 23. Matt. Xxiii. 34, 
35. (9) Drunkenneſs and gluttony.— 


many making their eating and drink- 


ing, and their care about them, the 2 
principal bufineſs of their life; and 


even waſting their precious time, and 


ruining their bodily and intellectual 


conſtitution thereby, Prov. xxiii. 21, 


29, 30. Eccl. x. 16, 17. Iſa, xxviii. 1. 
(10) Uncleanneſs, fornication, adultery, 

&c. many, particularly thoſe of rank, 
rather ſeeming ta proſecute, and glary 


in it, as an honourable accompliſhs 


ment, while magiſtrates generally ne- 
glect to une and church-rulers to | 
cenfuge, 


© 2} 


cenſure, the ſame, Hoſ. iv. 2, 11. vii. 
4. Mal. iti. 5. Jer. v. 9—9. (11) Diſ- 
honeſty, theft, robbery, prodigality, 
fraudulent bankruptcies, over-reaching 
in bargains, oppreſſion, extortion, bri- 
bery, and the like, Hoſ. iv. 2. Zech. 
v. 4. Mic. ii. 11h, vii. 2— . Iſa. i. 23. 
Ezek. xxii, 12, 27. Amos v. 12. viii. 
4, 5, 6. (12) Lying, falſehood, de- 
oeit, diſſimulation, unfaithfulneſs to- 
promiſes or truſts, reviling, backbiting, 
Nander, perjury, miſrepreſentation of 
cauſes in judicature, &c. Hoſ. iv. 2. 
Jer. ix. 2—8. Iſa. lix. 4, 8, 13, 14, 

15. Mic. vii. 2— 5. (13) Covetoul- 
neſs, envy, uncharitableneſs, diſcon- 
tentment, and an inordinate inclination 
and ftudy to puſh ourſelves. into the 
| honours, property, or trade, of our 
neighbours, Jer. v. 8. Mic. v. 2. 


Fab. it, 9. 


Theſe 
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Theſe are a few of the leading 
articles of Britain's debt to her God, 
The value muſt be ſtated from the 
greatneſs of God, the holineſs and au- 
thority of his law, and worth of his 
Son; and the infinite importance of 
an eternity either in heaven or- hell, 
How infatuated then muſt we be in 


making ſuch' work about hundreds of 


millions owing to men, and yet over- 


looking ſo many infinite fums owing 


to our Maker and Judge, and neglect- 


ing to have them happily diſcharged 
. an application of Jeſus” blood, 


5 which purchaſeth all, mercies, and 
kaufe from all fin! ST gen Thx 
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Chrift” the beſt Miniſter of State. 


Uxrox our ſovereign's advancing his 
preſent young miniſter, while multi- 
tudes ſtrive who ſhall moſt condemn 
or defend the Britiſh. premier, let me 
turn mine eyes, my heart, and my 
tangue toward Jeſus Chriſt, to whom 
the Majeſty of heaven hath committed 
all judgment, and given all power and 


fulneſs in heaven and on earth. Unleſs 


for an introduction to a better ſubject, 
8 it 15 not much worth my while to: 
think. 
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Think or - ſpeak of Britiſh managers of. 
ſtate. Grey hairs aſſure me that I 
ſhall ſoon be out of their reach with 
reſpect to both their good and cheir 


evil. But, bleſſed be God, I hope 
never to be out of the beneficent reach 


of the adminiſtrator of the new cove- 
nant! And whether I look backward 


or forward in his adminiſtrations, in 


earth or in heaven, I find them all full 


of infinite wiſdom, condeſcenſion, 
faithfulneſs, , mercy, and love. Tie 


more I know of him, or deal with him, 


my apprehenſions of him are the more 
exalted and heart-engaging. When 
his eternal Father choſe and appointed 


him to his office he aſked no lucrative 


ſalary, but the eternal falvatien of his 
elect enemies of mankind; nay he un- 
dertook to give his life a ranſom for 


us, pay all our infinite debt, and ſupply. \ 


all our r beg Wants. No ſooner, 


had 


„ 
had fin rendered us miſerable in Adam 
than he began, and for four thoufand 
years continued, to intimate his gra- 
cious deſigns in different forms, to 
bind himſelf by great and precious 
promiſes, and to beſtow manifold bleſſ- 
ings on ſinful men; all of theſe but 
preſages of bleſſings far greater to be 

afterwards beſtowed. 
When the fulneſs of time came 
ſuch was his grace, that, though be ä 
© was rich, yet for our ſakes he be- 

* came poor, that we through his po- 
© yerty might be made rich. He 
came not to be miniſtered. unto, but 
© to miniſter, and 0 give his life a ran» 
© ſom for many.“ By wearing the 
| likeneſs of ſinful fleſh, by being made 
under the broken law, made ſin, made 
a curſe for us, and by his perfect obe- 
eee to every precept; and by his 
7 enduring 
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enduring poverty, hunger, thirſt, wea- 
rineſs, reproach, temptation, deſertion, 


perſerution, and an ignominious death, 
he fully paid our debt, magnified the 
law and made it honourable, and pur- 


chaſed our eternal happineſs. His in- 


finitely valuable righteoufneſs he hath | 


conſigned in the hand of the juſt and 
righteous Jehovah, as an inexhauſtible 


fund of pardon, acceptance, grace and 


glory to men. In him men ſhall be 


bleſſed; and becauſe he lives they ſhall 


live alſo. If we fin we have an ad- 


© vocate with the Father, Jeſus Chriſt 
© the righteous, who is the propitiation 


for our fins.” Who then can lay any 
thing to the charge of God's ele&? 


* It is God that juſtifieth, who is he that 


© condemneth ? It is Chrift that died, 
* nay rather who is riſen again, ànd 


Lis even at the right hand of God, 


making continual interceſſion for us. 
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Therefore now there is no condemn- 
ation to them that are in Chriſt Jeſus, 
We are the righteouſneſs of God in 
him. The price being delivered into 
his hand, Jehovah muſt beſtow the 
purchaſed bleſſings on men. If we aſk 
the Father any mercy in Jeſus' name, 
he will, he muſt, grant it. He is faith- 
ful and juſt to forgive our ſins, cleanſe 
our natures, and fill them with grace 
and with glory. $158 | 
| To render the communication more 
honourable to himſelf, and more ſweee 
to us, it hath pleaſed the Father that 
in Chriſt all fulneſs ſhould dwell. © He 
© hath received gifts for men, yea for 
* the rebellious alſo, that the Lord 
God might dwell among them, and 
daily load them with his benefits. God 
in love to him hath delivered all things 
into his hand, and given him power 
over all fleſh, that he may give eternal 
; life 
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life to as many as he will. His dar- 
ling maxim is, That 3 it is more 
bleſſed to give than to receive. His 
liberal heart deviſeth liberal things, 


and by liberal things his glory 
ſtands. From eternity to eternity he 
never thinks of impoſing one hard 


aſſeſſment on poor and needy men, bur, 
how to ſave and bleſs them, and to 
feed them, and lift them up for ever. 
When he opens his budget, nothing is 
to be ſeen or heard but mercies, mer- 
cies, and loving kindneſſes for ever and 
ever; ſure mercies of David; bleſſings 
of Abraham; exceeding great and pre- 


cious promiſes of eternal life of Chriſt 
and his Spirit — of all the fulneſs of 
God, given, freely given, unto ſinful 
men. Inſtead of ſqueezing collectors 


and exciſe- men, his officers appointed 5 
to go into all the world and preach 
the Solpel of ſalvation to every crea- 
e . ture - 
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price. 
evangeliſts, Britain ſhould be ſo over-- 


notes of obligation are free, 
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ture — to preach among the Gentiles 
the unſearchable riches-of Chriſt, and 


to call and entreat them to take them 


freely without money and without 
Alas ! that, inſtead of Chriſt's 


ſpread with legal and n tax- 


demanders |! | 
' And, under our. blefſed winter of 
ſtate, how freely we enjoy all things! 


Our marriage with the Son of God is 


free. He is God's free gift to us. We 
are betrothed to him in loving kind- 
neſs and mercies. 


juſtified freely by his grace, and are 
accepted in him to the praiſe of the glo- 


ry of his grace. Our charters and rights 
are altogether free — given promiſes, 
an everlaſting covenant put to us, even 


fure mercies, of which this is the ſum, 


1 will be to them a God, and they 
1 =, * ſhall 


Our receipts and 
Me are 


1 
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* ſhall be to me a people. Our houſe | 
eternal in the heavens, and God as our 
_ dwelling-place is free. Our eternal 
life is the free gift of God through * | 
Jeſus Chriſt. Our light, both of the | 
night and day, is free. _ Chriſt, the 
light of the world, is the unſpeakable | 
gift of God. Our birth is free; of his 
own will he begets us again to a lively 
hope, and we are born of the free 
Spirit. Our baptiſm is free. We are 
buried with Chriſt in baptiſm ; bap- 
tized into Chriſt, and put on Chriſt, 
Our food is free bread, which the Fa- 
ther giveth us from heaven; and water 
of life, which we are required to take 
freely; and wine and milk bought, 
without money and without price. Our 
raiment is free, a gift of righteouſneſs. 
and grace, and garments of ſalvation. 
Our perſon is free; for whom the Son 
makes free, he is free indeed. Our 
os | '.-.- "ade 
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. trade i is free; Whoſoever will may uſe 
it, however poor or wretched our pro- 
perty and inheritance is free. What is 
good the Lord gives. Our riding to 
heaven in the chariots of ſalvation, or 

on horſes of goſpel-promiſes, is free. 

All the ſervice that men and angels 
can give us is free. He that fitteth on 
the throne cauſeth us freely to inherit 
all things. Our death, or burial, our 
reſurrection, our laſt ſentence, and our 
eternal glory, are all of free grace, 
much more abounding where ſin had 
abounded, and reigning through righ- 
teouſneſs unto eternal life by Jeſus 
Chriſt our Lord. All things are ours 
becauſe we are Chriſt's, and Chriſt is 
God's: we are heirs of God and ur 
" keirs with Chrift 
Not only doch c our great adminiſtra- 
tor allow us all things freely, but he 


himſelf provides, prepares, and gives 
them 


©: 


them to us out of his own fulneſs. 
We have all, and abound by receiving 
out of his fulneſs and grace for grace. 


| We have life becauſe he died, and as a 


quickening Spirit comes that we may 
| havelife, and have it more abundantly. 


Our food is his fleſh and bloed, which 
he giveth for the life of the world. Our 
raiment 1s his everlaſting righteouſneſs, 
and purchaſed grace, put on by him- 


ſelf. Our wealth. is his unſearchable 
riches. He himſelf is our all and in 


all. We are bleſſed with all our ſpiri- 


_ tual bleſſings of election, ſpiritual mar- 
riage, new birth, pardon, acceptance, 

adoption, ſanctification, perſeverance, 
holy converſation, happy death, and 
everlaſting glory, in Chriſt. Jeſus. 
Thrice bleſſed, infinitely unparalleled 


manager of our new. covenant ſtate, | 
who contrived and purchaſed all, and 
1 wha 
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who freely difpoſes and diſtributes all 
good things to us; nay, in and of 
himſelf is our all and in all! Let my 
foul rejoice in and for ever boaſt of 
him as my God and my all! my God 


and my all! my God and my all! 
For {ix thouſand years paſt he hath 
managed the whole concerns of the 


great king, the Lord of heaven and 


earth, and hath dealt ſo prudently, that 


omniſcience itſelf cannot find a flaw in 
his adminiſtrations. Not one of the 
new covenant ſubje&s, or angelic ſer- 
vants, but is ready to atteſt that he 
| hath done all things well. His name 


is but ſtill in the bud. His name ſhall 


_ endure for ever. It ſhall beget chil. 
dren before the ſun. Men ſhall be 

bleſſed in him, and all nations ſhall call 
him bleſſed. The knowledge and glory 
of him ſhall fill the whale earth, and 


all 
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all the ends of che earth ſhall ſce his 


falvation and fear before him. The 


kingdoms of this world ſhall become 
the kingdom of our Lord and of his 


Chriſt, T here ſhall] be one Lord over 
all the earth, and his name one. God 


ſhall cauſe his name, above every 
name that is named, to be remem- 
bered in all generations, and the 
people ſhall Praiſe him for ever and 


ever. 


When, at he laſt Ss * ſhall come 
in his own and his Father's glory, 


with all his holy angels, he ſhall judge 
the world in righteouſneſs, and the 
people in equity. Not one conſcience 
of the whole afſembly, conſiſting per- 
| haps of ſome millions of millions, but 


{hall at every ſtep of his conduct cry 
out, Righteous art thou, O Lord, and 


man are thy judgments. Even 


L 4 Belzebub, 


e 
Betzebub, infidels, hereticks, pro- 
faned formaliſts, and their fellows, 
who had perſevered till the laſt in 
reproaching and blaſpheming him in 
his abſence, ſhall, with hanging heads 
and trembling hearts, confeſs them- 
ſelves to have been impudent liars, 
and that he is Lord, to the glory of 
the Father. Even in hell every con- 
conſcience, to the eternal anguiſh and 
torment of its owner, ſhall perpetually 
atteſt the wiſdom and equity of his 
whole conduct, and the juſtice of their 
own damnation, as reproachers of, 
and rebels againſt, him. In heaven his 
equity, wiſdom, mercy, and love, 
and the righteouſneſs and holineſs of 
all his works, are, and fhall for ever 
be, the raviſhing wonder of every 
heart, and the delightful burden of 
every ſong. In the view of my being 


„ 


for ever thus employed, let my heart 
now meditate good matter concerning 
my King, and, in ſpeaking to his 
honour, let my tongue be as the pen 
of a ready writer. 
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TRACT XII. 


Blanchard 5 Travel excelled. 


Wurx I read and hear of the modern 


buſtling about air balloons, what mul- 
titudes aſſemble to behold their mo- 


tions, and from what diſtance; and 


think what uſeful money, and ſtill 


more precious time, is ſpent in that 
unprofitable contemplation, it makes 


me with great grief and ſhame to think, 


Lord, haſt thou made men in vain ? 
HFHaſt thou made them more thoughtleſs 
and improvident than the graſshopper, 


or more ſtupid and unnatural than the 


oſtrich, that moſt live altogether un- 


concerned 
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concerned about either time or eter- 
nity? Have they no bodies, no fami- 
lies to provide for? have they no juſt 
debts to pay ? no occaſions of giving. 
to him that needeth 7 have they no 
fouls to be for ever ſaved, or to be 
eternally damned? is it poſſible for 
men, who have ſouls, to run or ride 
ſcores of miles to behold a large and: 
full-blown bladder mounting into the 
air, who nevertheleſs would grudge to 
travel one or two to behold the glory, 
and ſee the goings of my God and my 
King in the ſanctuary? is it poſſible: 
that ſuch as have immortal and pre- 
cious ſouls ſhould ſpend. more time in 
one day in this pitiful contemplation, 
than ever they ſpent in ſerious: ſearch- 
ing of their heart, or ſolemn prayer 
to their God; in taking heed to their 
way; in looking to Jeſus, the author: 
and finiſher of our faith, to God that 
Le delle 


r otro 
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dwelleth ! in the kak above them, 


or to the infinitely important eternity 
that 15 before them ? 


But rejoice, O my ſoul, that, by the 


grace of God, I have taken my ſeat 


in that divine balloon, the everlafting 
covenant, ordered in all things and 


ſure! and this is all my ſalvation, and 


all my deſire; and I am on the very 
point of ſetting of, not for France, or 
its dangerous wood, but for the para- 
diſe of God, the palace of my king, 


in whoſe preſence is fulneſs of joy, 
and at his right hand are pleaſures for 


evermore. Perhaps next moment I 


may begin my journey, not over the 


ſtraits of Dover, but over the deeps 
of death. Yet I ſhall not die but live 
and praiſe the Lord. Becauſe Jeſus 


the keys of hell and death. He 


did and will ſwallow up death in vic- 


tory. 


_ tory. He hath redeemed. me Fans 
death: 0 death, he was thy plague: 
O grave, he was thy deſtruction!” Be 
not, therefore, my ſoul, afraid, but 
only believe, and thou ſhalt ſoon ſee : 
the glory of God. While I walk 
through the valley of the ſhadow of 
© death 1 will fear no evil; for God 
© ſhall. be with me; his rod and his 
«© ſtaff ſhall comfort me.“ O death, 
« where is thy ting? O grave, where is 
© thy victory ?? Though in my dying 
moments-the winds ſhould. rife, the 
rains deſcend, and floods come and 
beat upon me, I ſhall neither fall nor 
fink, nor be driven out of my way. 
God hath ſaid to me, Fear not, for 
© I will be with thee. Be not diſmayed 
: for I am thy God. I will help thee, 
« yea, I will uphold thee with the right 
© hand of my righteouſneſs. When 
| thou 
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tou paſſeſt through the waters, I 


© will be with thee; and through the 


© rivers, they ſhall not overflow thee.. 


When thou walkeſt through the fire 


* thou ſhalt not be burnt, nor ſhall 


© the flame kindle upon thee. Why 
© ſhouldeſt thou then be caſt down, O 
my ſoul? Why ſhouldeſt thou be 
£ diſquieted within me? ftill- truſt in 


God, for I ſhall yet praiſe him; for 


| © he is the health of my countenance 
© and my God.“ Though I ſhould. 
walk in the midſt of trouble I ſhall. 
Though the 


have life from him. 
waters ſhould ſwell even to the brim: 


they ſhall not overflow my ſoul, nor 
come rear unto-me.. Thou ſhalt hide 
me {rom trouble, and ſhalt compaſs: 


me about with ſongs of deliverance. 
| Ariſe, O my ranſomed ſoul, and go 


over, 80 1 to mount Zion, to the 


Lord: 
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Lord thy God! Ariſe, for the Maſter 
is come, and calleth for thee. It is the 
voice of my beloved who ſpeaks, and 
ſays to me, © Ariſe, my love, my fair 
© one, and come away; for the winter 
is paſt, and the rain is over and 
gone.“ My defire is to depart and 
to be with Chriſt, which is far bet- 
© ter.” Why tarry the wheels of his 
chariots? and why is he ſo long a 
coming? Stript by the grace of God 
of this body of ſin and ſelf, and of 
this frail and mortal frame, I ſhall 
mount as the eagle, ſhall fly and not 
be weary, aſcend and never faint. 
Adieu, you ſubtle ſelf, you filthy luſts, 
you molehill earth—lI will have no- 
thing more with you. Hoiſted up by 
Jehovah's love, attended by his hymn- 
ing angels, all inflamed by his Spirit, 
I fing and ſoar away, You malicious, 
: . 5 murdering 
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On 


murdering powers of air, ſhall' fee it, 


and ſhall gnaſh your teeth, and melt 


away. You wandering planets, you 


an enlightening ſun,. you glittering 
ſtars, in whom ] have often diſcerned 
the glories of God, my God—1I bid you 
all farewell. I am on my way to far 
brighter worlds, where you can never 
be ſeen; where God ſhall be my ſun, 


my moon, my ſtars, my everlaſting 


light, and my glory, and my all in all. 
While the raviſhing muſic of heaven 


meets my ears and tranſports my heart, 
I ſee the pearly gate caſt wide open 
to give me an abundant entrance 


into the kingdom of my Lord. I 


perch, not on the top of woodland 


trees, but on the Tree of Life ;. in the 


court, in the arms of my God, I enter 


the new Jeruſalem. IT am brought into 
the palace of my king with gladneſs 


7. 6 | he greats 


e 


OOF 
great, and mirth on every fide, Me- 
thinks all heaven is moved to meet me 
at my coming, and crying, with ſweet 
wonder, Who is this? what unparal- 
| © leled. monument of redeeming, grace 
* is this? Not French grandees, but 
an innumerable company of angels, 
and the general aſſembly of the firſt 
born, the ſpirits of juſt men made per- 
fect; God the judge of all, Jeſus the 
mediator of the New Teſtament, and 
the bleſſed Spirit of all grace, wel- 
come me in the moft delightful. 
forms! Now I enter into the joy of 
my Lord, and fit down. with Chriſt 
on his throne, I am, and ſhall be, 
ever with the Lord. I ſee the re- 
deeming Godhead as it is, and am 
filled with all the fulneſs of God, and 
know him even as I am known. I. 
am perfectly conformed to his image; 
e 


V 


and my heart is inflamed, and my 
mouth filled, with his praiſe and ho- 
nour all the day. Lord, what am I, 
that thou haſt brought me hitherto ?_ 
What can the firſt-rate ſinner more 


ſay? Is this the manner of men, 0 
* d FR 


TRACT 


TRACT XIV. 


4 fore-vexed Soul delivered, 


A wovxpxp ſpirit who can bear? 
My heart indeed knoweth its own bit- 


terneſs, but ſtrangers do not intermed- 
dle with my joy. In the belly of hell 


lay I. My foul was fore vexed, and 


ſunk in deep waters, where there was 
no ſtanding, in an horrible pit and 
miry clay indeed. (1) My mind was 


fearfully overwhelmed, with continual 


thoughts of the holineſs, equity, and 
Majeſty of God, Pſa. lxxvii. 3. (2)I 
booked on God as mine inveterate 
enemy, 


* 


6 


enemy, intending my hurt in all that 


he did or ſaid. As I had rebelled and: 


vexed his holy Spirit, he was now 


mine enemy, and fought againſt me, | 


Ifa, Ixiii. 10. Lam. iii. z—13. I 


_ apprehended. his words, his works, as. 
all breathing forth threatenings, curſes, 


and ſlaughter, againſt me. IL. appre- 


hended my life and my death, heaven 


and hell, as working together a far 
more exceeding and eternal weight of 


miſery for me. (3) All my evidences 
of former grace were utterly loſt, I . 
apprehended all my former experiences 


to have been deluſions, or but com- 


mon workings of the Holy Ghoſt; and 


all my religious exerciſe to have been 


but hypocritical diſſimulation with God 


and men, Pſa. Ixxiii. 13. and Ixxxvili, 
4. Lam. iii. 2. Hol. xi. 12. (4) In 


the form and aggravations of my ſin, 
and in their dreadful and long conti - 


K 9 


wad hardneſs of my heart, I appre- 
hended fearful tokens of my reproba- 
tion, ſinning againſt the Holy Ghoſt, 
or out-ſinning my day of grace, Pfa. 
Ixxvii. 6—=10. Gen. vi. 3. Rev. xxii. 
11. 


as for ever loſt to me: nay, through 
my rejection of them, fearfully inſtru- 
mental of my eternal and unparalleled 


damnation, 2 Cor. ii. 16. and iii. 14. 


and iv. 3, 4. Rom. ix. 31, 32. 1 Pet. 


j. 8. Heb. x. 26, 27, 29, 31. 2 Theſſ. 


(5) Even my thoughts of Jeſus 
Chriſt, and his great ſalvation, filled 
me with anguiſh ; as I looked on them 


i. —9. Rev. i. 7. (6) My thoughts, 


fixing on every thing dreadful, drew 
terrors from every object, into every 


faculty of my ſoul, and filled them 


therewith, Job. vi. 4. 


produce the moſt agonizing fears in 
my ſoul. 1 could not think of God, 


Pſa. lxxxviii. 
15. (7) Every view contributed to 


but . 


————— ———— 
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a 


but as wrathful ; of heaven and nn 


tion, but as loſt; of hell, but as infal- 


libly ſecured; of my life, but as miſe- 
rable and ripening me for greater 
damnation; and of my death, but as 
an entrance into everlaſting torment, 


Iſa. xxiv. 17, 18. Heb. x. 26, 27. 


(8) I loft all heart to pray for” 


relief, and all life and eaſe of mind 
in eſſaying it; my thoughts were in 
ſuch a confuſed hurry, or ſo unſettled, 


that I could ſcarce ſpeak ſenſe, or ſpeak 


a word. This, together with the ap- 


prehenſion of the Lord's rejecting my 
prayers, and turning them into ſin, 


filled me with ſuch ſorrow as quite 


damped my ſoul, reſtrained all exer- 
ciſe of faith, hope, or love; and ſo 
ſpoiled my duties, and became ſo 
great, that I could not vent it, Pſa, 
IxXxiv. 4. Job. vi. 2, 3. and x. 1 5—17, 
| and xxili. 2. (9) Hence * ſoul loſt 
all 
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all patience, and raged like a wild 


bull in a net under my diſtreſs, Iſa. 
li. 20. Job xviii. 4. Pſa. xxxviii. 8. 
and xxli. 1. (10) Having loſt all 
views of either the probability or poſ- 


ſibility of my deliverance, I conſidered 
the intermiſſions of my agony as but 


a breathing to prepare me for new 
racking and torture, Pla, Ixxvii. 6— 10. 
(11) Satan being let looſe upon me, 


exerciſed his malice and crueky to 


the very uttermoſt, and improved 
every ching, preſent or future, in hea- 
ven, earth, and hell, as inſtruments of 


2 his torture. Ah, the vile, the blaſ- 


phemous, the horrible, the dreadful 


ſuggeſtions, he violently puſhed into 


my ſoul! 2 Cor. xii. 7. Pſa. cix. 6. 


Luke ix. 39—42. (12) My deſpair 


became exceeding deep, fixed, and 


dreadful, Ezek. xxxvii. 11. Jer. ii. 


25. Pſa, Ixxvii. 7—10. Acts xxvii. 
| e J 


4 
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4 13) I conſidered my prefent 
coke as a certain and dreadful 
earneſt, if not immediate introduction 
Into everlaſting miſery, Iſa. xxxiii. 14. 


(414) All compariſon of my ſoul's pre- 


ſent condition, with that which it had 


been, or with that of others, did but 


add to my anguiſh, Job xxix. 2—5. 
Pſa. xlii. 3, 4. (15) While my ap- 
prehenfion of the infernal torments 
were ſo dreadful, that I was afraid to 
ſleep left I ſhould have awakened 
amidſt them, my inward torments were 
ſo inſupportable, that I indulged an 

averſion at the continuance of my life, 


and an anxiety to know what would be 


the worſt of my miſery in hell—which 


Satan violently improved i in tempting 


me to murder myſelf, Job vi. 8, 9. 


and vii. 3, 4, 14, 15. and x. I. and iii. 
20, 23, 24. (16) Hence I could not 


refrain from, nay even indulged, out- 
e a Of fan ARIg rageous 
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rageous expreſſions againſt the Lord 


and his dealings with me, 2 Kings ii. 


33. Job. iii. vi. x. Pſa, Ixxiii. 2—13. 
and Ixxvii. 4—1 o. and Ixxxviii. 2-18. 


Iſa. xlix. 14, Jer. xxv. 7-18. 
But, after Weeping had endured for 


a night, joy came in the morning. By 
his ſovereign gracious return to my 


ſoul, (1) The Lord made Satan to 


leave me, and flee off, Luke ix. 42. 
Rom. xvi. 20. Gen. iii. 15. and even 
before he went off gave me ſtrength | 


to reſiſt him, 2 Cor. xii. 9. 1 Cor. x. 


13. Iſa. lix, 29—3r. (2) He com- 
manded ſuch a calm in my mind, that 
I could attentively liſten to his words, 
| Pfalm xlvi. 10. and Ixv. 7. cvii. 29. 
(3) He ſpoke home his gracious de- 
_ clarations and promiſes to my heart, 
with ſuch pointed power, light, and 
life, that every ſentence appeared 
exactly formed for me, and pleaſantly 
| M penetrated. 
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penetrated to the very centre of my 
ſeul ; particularly, Iſa. i. 8. xl. 1, 2. 
xliii. 2 5. xlv. 22. xlix. 15, 16, 24—26, 2 
liv. 1—17. and lvii. 15—20. Ezek. 1 
xxxvi. 25 — 29. Hoſ. xiv. 4. (4) By 
theſe words he conveyed into the re- 
ſpective powers of my ſoul ſuch abun- 
dant pardon, peace, light, life, liberty, 
health, ſtrength, and holineſs, as made 
it, which had been ſo long like a very 
hell of wickedneſs and miſery, a meet 
| habitation for himſelf by the Spirit, 
1 Ila. I. 4. John vi. 63. Luke v. 17. 
| 1 Theſſ. i. 5. and ii. 13. (5) Hence 
my inward graces revived as the corn. 
My ſpiritual knowledge, faith, hope, 
| love, and repentance, were quickened, 
excited, and enabled to make a proper 
improvement of his words to, and 
_ gracious work on, me, John i. 1 6. 
Pſa, xxxvili. 3. and cxix. 50. Eph. 
& * and iii. 16—19. Phil. i. 
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19. and iv. 13, 19. col. i. 9—11. 
(6) Herein my ſoul was filled, and 
even raviſhed, with peace and joy in 
believing. I thought that, though I. 
had been a thouſand years in hell, all 
my torment and ſorrow - were fully 
over-balanced with the abundant con- 
ſolations of Chriſt, 1 Pet. i. 8. Rom. 
XV. 13. and v. 1—3, 11. 2 Cor. i. 
. I ſa that, in all my former 
affliction, the Lord had been but en- 
larging and ſeaſoning my ſoul for an 
amazing fill, an eternal fill, of all the 
fulneſs of God as my excecding joy. 
O, how my heart heaved in joy, and 
my lips burſt in praiſe! Not a ſong 
in all the Bible but I could fing with 
ſweet application to myſelf, particu- 
larly finn xxxiv. 1—8. Xxiii. 1. 
d xxxvili. Tha, Xii. xxv. and 
iii. 7. Pſa. xl. 1—5. ()) Being thus 
conſtrained by the love of Chriſt and 
EY TEN SL 
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his Father and bleſſed Spirit, in mak- 
ing ſuch unparalleled ſtretches of mercy 


towards me, I was led out in a moſt 
earneſt activity in running the way of 


his commandments. I was ſweetly 
nonpluſſed how to get enough of fel- 
lowſhip with him in his ordinances, 


and how I might beſt honour him in 


the way of holy obedience. My view- 
ing of his law as the commandments 
of my God had the force of ten thou- 
ſand motives on my heart, 2 Cor. 14, 

13. Pſa. cxix. 32, 115. and cxvi. 12, 

16. 1 John iv. 9, 10, 19. (8) While 
I clearly perceived my eternal happi- 
neſs founded in the infinite grace of 
God, and ſurety- righteouſneſs of Chriſt, 


and no more on my beſt works than 


on my worſt, it gave me inexpreſſible 
pleaſure that, in a little time, I ſnould 
be as near him, and as like to him, 


— — — — — 


and as perfect in love to him, as my 
e a 3 
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heart could wiſh; and I was led out 
to great diligence in duty not to pur- 
chaſe heaven, but to prepare me for 
receiving it as the free gift of God 
through Jeſus Chriſt my Lord. 

Let me therefore beſeech you, 
diſtreſſed ſouls, (1) Labour to avoid 
all expreſſions that can diſhonour God, 
or diſcourage others from following 
Chriſt, Pſa. xxxix. 1. (2) In your 

diſtreſs earneſtly attend to every point 

of duty, whether ſpiritual or temporal, 

Iſa. Ixiv. 5. (3) Deal much in ſearch- 
ing your heart and way, in order to 
pour out your confeſſions and com- 
plaints before the Lord, Lament. ili. 
40. But it is not ſafe for you to exa- 
mine yourſelf, in order to diſcover 
your ſpiritual ſtate, while you are over- 
whelmed with trouble. (4) It is very 
proper for you to reveal your caſe to 
ſome experienced miniſter or Chriſtian; 
M3: - :: but, 
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but, above all, deal much in pouring out 
your heart to God, Pf. Ixii. 8. cii. and 


exliii. (5) Meditate much on the 
infinite worth of Chriſt's blood to 


overbalance all your ſinfulneſs, and on 


the infinite power of God's grace and 
mercy to relieve you, 1 John 1. 7. 
and 11. 1, 2. Mic. vii. 18, 19. (6) La- 
bour earneſtly to apply cloſely to your 


- own ſoul and cafe the gracious pro- 
muſes of the goſpel, particularly thoſe 
which ſuit the very worſt of ſinners, 


and worſt of caſes, on this fide hell. 


Such promiſes as Satan, and your own 
unbelieving heart, can leaſt pretend 
to be above your reach, as Iſa, xli. 
17, 18. and xliii. 24, 25. Matt. ix. 
13. and xviii. 11. Luke xix, 10. 


1 Tim. i. 15. 


Mu. 
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MAR. BRow x's Drinc Apvices 


to his younger Children. 


ux DEAR CHILDREN, 


BELIEVING that God 
hath made with me, and with my ſeed 


after me, his everlaſting covenant, to 


be a God to me and to my ſeed; I 
did, in your baptiſm, and often ſince, 
and now do, before God and his an- 


gels, make a ſolemn ſurrender of you 


all into the hands of my God and my 


father's God, and of the God of your 
mother, and her father's God; and 


in the preſence of that God; and as 


ye ſhall ' anſwer at his ſecond coming, 
I charge you 


1ſt. To learn diligently the princi- 
ples of our Chriſtian and of our Pro- 


teſtant religion from your catechiſms 


M4 and 
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and confeſſion of faith, but eſpecially 


from your Bible : God's word hath a 
light and life, a power and ſweetneſs 
in it, which no other book hath, and 


by it your ſouls muſt be quickened 


and hve, or you muſt be damned for 
ever; and the more cloſely you preſs 
the words of the Bible to your own 
hearts, and pray, and think them over 


before God, you will find them the 


more powerſul and pleaſant. 


ſoul hath found inexpreſſibly more 


ſweetneſs and ſatisfaction in a fingle 
line of the Bible, nay, in two ſuch 
words as theſe, Thy God, and my God, 
than all the pleaſures found in the 


things of the world, fince the creation, 


could equal. 


2d. Give yourſelves to prayer; 
' Jeſus hath ſaid, * Suffer little children, 
and forbid them not, to come unto 
© me: for of ſuch is the kingdom of 
1 love them that love me; 
6 and 


_ © heaven. 
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5 d thoſe that ſeek me early ſhall _ 


find me: — Remember now thy 
© Creator in the days of thy youth 


© The Lord is good to them that ſeek 
* him. He is the hearer of prayer; and 
© therefore to him ſhould all fleſh 


come. — The Lord, the father of 


the fatherleſs, takes an eſpecial pleaſure 


in hearing the Prayers of the fatherleſs 
young ones, 


When I was left deſtitute of a father, 


and ſoon after of a mother, the Lord 


dealt ſo with me; and, though I was 
too bent on childiſh diverfions, the 
Lord on ſome occafions made prayer 


more pleaſant to me than any of them. 
By prayer improve the Lord as your 
father, conſulting him and aſking his 
direction in all your ways; and ſeek- 
ing his bleſſing on your learning, and 
on whatever you do agrecable to his 
W : 


34. Study earneſtly to live, honour, 
M " By and 
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and obey your mother, and to be a 


comfort to her. Much trouble hath 
ſhe had in bringing you ſo far in the 


world, and much affection hath ſhe 
ſhewed you. She hath now a double 


charge and authority over you. 


The Lord now obſerves particularly 
what is done to her..-—Oh, for the 


* 


Lord's ſake, do not diſhonour her, nor 


break her heart, by your diſobedience 


and graceleſs walk; otherwiſe the 


Lord's dreadful curſe will light upon 
you, and ye will readily ſoon periſh : for 
think what God hath faid, Prov. xvii. 


25. A fooliſh ſon is a grief to his 


« father, and bitterneſs to her that 


* bore him.” Chap. xx. 20. Whoſo 
© curſeth his father or his mother, his 
lamp ſhall be put out in obſcure 
£ darkneſs.” See allo Lev. 20. 35 4. 
Deut. xxi. 18, 19. Prov. x. I. xiii. 


7. 24. XXX. 17. en 
4 85 Ath. 


(31) 
4th. Avoid, as plagues, every light, 


frothy, and wicked companion. Be 


not a diſgrace to me, and cauſe of 
damnation to yourſelves, by keeping 


company with idle talkers, ſwearers, 


drunkards, tiplers, frothy or lewd 
perſons. Scarce any thing more in- 
fallibly brings perſons to miſery in 
this world, or to hell in the next, than 
looſe and trifling companions. Prov. 
iii. 20. He that walketh with wiſe men 
* ſhall be wiſe ; but a companion of 
* fools ſhall be deftroyed ;* ch. xxviii. 


7. Whoſo keepeth the law is a wiſe 
* ſon; but he that is a companion 
* of riotous men ſhameth his father”, 
See alfo Prov. i, 1, V vi, vu, and 
ix. and 1 Corinth. v. 9, 11, Never 
ks any your companions with 
whom you would not wiſh to ap- 


pear at the judgment feat of Chriſt, 


and with whom you would not wiſh. 


to live for ever. 


M66 5. Mind 
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sth. Mind earneſtly the infinitely 
important concerns of your eternal 
ſalvation. I hereby conſtitute theſe 
addreſſes, annexed to my ſhorter and 
larger Catechiſms, a part of my dying 
directions to you. Oh, ponder and 
practiſe them! Wo to you, if, 


by your careleſſneſs and wickedneſs, 


you thruſt the grace of God out 
from among my poſterity! Ah, my 
dear young children, ſhall I at the laſt 
day have to echo my Amen to Chriſt's 
ſentence of your eternal damnation! 
In order to ſtir up your concern 
about eternal things, let me beſeech 
you to. read Boſton's Fourfold State, 
Pearce's Beſt Match, Rutherford's Let- 
ters, Guiſe's Sermons to Young Peo- 
ple, Allen's Alarm, and Baxter's Call; 
but beware of ſome legal direc- 

tions in the laſt two. Read alſo the 
lives of Elizabeth Cairns, of Alex- 

: ander 
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ander Archibald, and eſpecially the 


the lives of Meſſrs. Thomas Haly- 
burton, James Frazer, and James 
Hog. Perhaps alſo my Journal may 
be uſeful to you; but, above all, 
read the Book of Inſpiration. 


6th. Never affect conformity to the 


vain and vile faſhions of this world: if 
you do you diſobey God, and hazard the 


= ruin of your own ſouls. Rom. xii. 2. 


© Benot conformed to this world, but 


© be ye transformed by-the renewing of 


your mind.” Jam. iv. 4. Know 


© ye not that the friendſhip of this 
© world is enmity with God? who- 
© ſoever, therefore, will be a friend of 


© the world, is the enemy of God.” 
See alſo 1 Cor. vii. 31. 1 John ii. 


15, 17.—iv. 5, 6.—v. 4, 19. John 


- Pls 7-—XV. 18, 19. Plal. xv. 4.— 
cxxxix. 21.—cxix. 53, 113, 1363 188. 


. Net ever marry, nor take one ſtep 
toward 
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toward marriage, without much ſeris 


ous and ſolemn conſultation of God, 
and patient waiting for his direction. 
— By means of raſh marriages was 


the old world defiled ; and it was 
partly on this account that it was 
drowned : Gen. vi. In conſequence 
of theſe examples, poſterity were caſt 
out from the church of God to all gene- 
rations : Gen. xxvi. 34, 35. Judah's 
family was diſgraced and killed; and 


it is to be feared that his two ſons periſh- 


ed: Gen. xxxviii. Not only Jeho- 


fhaphat's family, but even the king- 
dom of Judah, was almoſt ruined : 
2 Chron. xxi, xxli. How dread- 
ful for your own ſouls, and for thoſe 
of your children, if you take into 
your boſom an unconverted lump of 
wrath! For the Lord's ſake, let no 


beauty, no affability, no wealth, decoy 


any of you into this dangerous ſnare, 
1 which 


„„ 
which may exclude the grace of God 


from your family till the end of time. 


1 Cor. vii. 39. Deut. vii. 3,4. Ezra 
ix. 2, 3, 12, 1. 0 
8th. If the Lord give you families 


and children, bring them up for 


God. I have eſſayed to point out 


your duty in this reſpect in my two 
ſermons at Whitburn and Inner- 
keithing, which were printed: I pray 
you ſeriouſly to peruſe theſe, and to 


comply with the advices given in as 
ſame. 


gth. Set the Lord always. 0 


you as your Saviour, witneſs, maſ- 
ter, pattern and future judge. David 
faich, Pſalm xvi. 8, I have ſet the 


: Lord always before me: becauſe 


bhe is at my right hand I ſhall not 
abe moved.“ It is the command of 
God, 1 Cor. x. 31, Whether there- 
fore ye eat or drink, or whatſoever 


ye do, do all to the glory of God.” 


10. 
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roth. Adhere conſtantly, cordially, 
and honeſtly, to the covenanted princi- 
ples of the church of Scotland, and to 
that teſtimony which hath been lifted up 
for them. I fear a generation is riſing 
up which will endeavour filently to 
let ſlip theſe matters, as if they were 
aſhamed to hold them faſt, or even 
to ſpeak of them. May the Lord for- 
bid that any of you ſhould ever enter 
Into this confederacy againſt Jeſus 
Chriſt and his cauſe This from 
a a dying father and miniſter, and a wit- 
neſs for Chriſt. e 


JOHN BROWN. 


NARRATIVE 
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NARRATIVE* of the DYING WorDs 
cf the late Rev. JohN BROWN of 
Haddinglon. 


For ſome years before Mr. Brown 
died he was troubled with a weakneſs 
in his ſtomach : in the months of Ja- 
nuary and February this weakneſs 
remarkably increaſed ; his friends ob- 
ſerved it with grief, and accordingly | 
deſired him to deſiſt from part of 
bis publick work. Eager to warn 
ſinners of their danger, und fond to 
e his Lord, he told them 
I am determined to hold ts 
« « Chrifs works ſo long as I can, — 
How can a dying man ſpend his laſt 
breath better than in preaching Chriſt? 
* The ſayings in the following Narrative were 
written from the) mouth of the deceaſed author by 


has ſon, the Rev, Ebenezer Brown of Inner keithing, 


ck as he pale them. 1 | | * 
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On the 25th of February, which was 


his laſt ſabbath in the pulpit, he preach- 
ed from Luke ii. 26. * It was revealed 
< unto him by the Holy Ghoſt that 
© he ſhould not ſee death till he had 
s ſeen the Lord's Chriſt.” In the 
cloſe of his ſermon he took a ſolemn 


farewell of his own. congregation ; 


and plainly 1ntimated that in the 
pulpit they would ſee his face no 


more. — Though now he was. ſcarce 


ableto ſupport himſelf, yet he continued 


his evening ſermon, and ſeemed to 
preach with more earneſtneſs than ever. 


Fe preached his laſt ſermon. from Acts 
X111. 26. To you. is the word of this 
« ſalvation ſent.” As in the afternoon 
he had addreſſed the people immedi- 
ately connected with himſelf, he in 
the evening, in a very affecting man- 
ner, bid adieu to his hearers, moſtly 
members of the eſtabliſhed church. 


hl | March 


2 
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March 2d. A friend obſerving that 
he ought to be more careful in the uſe 
of means for his recovery, he replicd, 
* If Chriſt be magnified, whether in 
* my lite or death, that 1 is the great 


„ ktlatter. 


March zd. One happening to talk 
in bis preſence about reading hiſtory, 

he remarked, Often we read hiſtory 
* as atheiſts or deiſts, rather than as 


Chbriſtians.— To read of events with» 


out obſerving the hand of God in 
them, is to read as Atheiſts : to read, 
and not obſerve how all events 

* conduce to carry on the work of 
. * redemption, is to read as deiſts,' 

In the evening, his ſpirits being ap- 
parently ſunk, and his relations taking 
notice of it, he told them — A piece 
| * of hiſtory ſometimes hath amuſed 
me when my natural ſpirits were low, 
6 but now I Und no es except in 


1 * meditating 


J 
. 
a ADA > 


41 
© meditating on the promiſes : I wiſh 
* to begin with that in Geneſis, The 


ſeed of the woman ſhall bruiſe the 


* head of the ſerpent,” © and to delight 
* myſelf with it, and all the reſt that 


© follow, to the end of the Revelation 
© of John,” - 


March 4th. An acquaintance ſaying: 


to him, that-it was pleaſant to ſee the 
great Mr. Hervey inſiſting {ſo much on 


grace reigning through righteouſ- 


_ neſs. Ves, replied he, that is the 
© doctrine which is good to live with, 
and good to die with.“ 


This being ſabbath he went out to 


hear a ſermon.— After he returned to his 
houſe, he cried, O, what a happy life 


6:2. Chriſtian might have if he were 
6 always perſuaded of the love of God, 
* which is in Chriſt Jeſus our Lord! 


© Tf there were ſuch a thing as ex- 


q change of n I ſhould Miner | 
quit 8 
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< quit with all my acquaintance, with 


languages, &c. to know experimen- 
© tally what that meaneth, I am cru- 
cc cified with Chriſt: nevertheleſs I 


live; yet not I, but Chriſt liveth in 
me; and the life which I now live 


in the fleſh, I live by the faith of the 


Son of God, who W ys and 


„gave himſelf for me.” 


In the evening, bong aſked if he 
thought himſelf better, he anſwered, 
with a great deal of compoſure, «I 


am no worſe : but I do not wiſh to 


© have a will in that matter, — only I 


© would not defire to live, and yet not 
© be able for Chriſt's work, though 


* perhaps, were God ſo ordering it, he 


© would enable me to bear that too.“ 


March 6th. He called his two eldeſt 
ſons into his room; and, as they were 
going to leave him for a time, he ex- 
horted them, in the moſt earneſt man- 

2 | FT . 
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meſs to truſt in the Lord, and to be 
doing good, — No doubt,” ſaid he, 
J have met with trials as well as 
© others, yet ſo kind hath God been 
© to me, that I think, if God were to 
© give me as many years as I have 
© already lived in the world, I would 
© not deſire one ſingle circumſtance in 
© my lot changed, - except that I wiſh 
© T had had leſs fin.” | 
March 2oth. He became much 

weaker than he was before.—Flis me- 
mory was much impaired, but his 
judgment continued as entire as ever,— 
He converſed like a man that quite 
overlooked earthly things, and had 
his affections almoſt wholly ſet on 
things above. — Some of his ex- 
fenen were as follow : 
I have often wondered at the 
5 * fayour which men have ſhewed to 
me, 
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Jod to ſuch a grievous ſinner. 
O, to be with God, to ſee him as 


© he is — to know him even as he is 
known, —it is worthy, not merely of 


„going for, but of dying tor, to lee A 
© ſmiling God! 


© —About the year 


God ſaid 


to my ſoul, I have loved thee with 


4 ann everlaſting love; and oh, how 
c * faithful he hath been to that fince! 


© — There would not have been 
* more grace ſhewn in the redemption 
© of the chief of devils than in ſaving 
© me;—the ſame price would have 


* ranſomed them the ſame ſtrivings 
© would have overcome them, 
© — Men may talk of the ſove- 
* reignty of redeeming love as they 
will; but had it not been ſovereign, 


$ wy 


me, but much more at the favour of 


= 0 infinitely ſovereign, I had been as 


* * 
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© ſurely damned as if I were in hell 
* e 
— Were it not that God foreſaw 
© our ſins and provocations from eter- 
© nity, he never could have continued 
© his love to me, the grievous ſinner 
© the arrant rebel: yet I think he is now 
© preparing me for being ever with 
© himſelf. —Oh, what is that! — IT have 
done all that lies in my power to 
damn myſelf; and, though I will 
© not ſay that God hath done all that 
© he could to fave me, yet I am ſure 
© he hath done a great deal. 
© If angels and men knew the raging 
© enmity of my heart, what would they 
© think of redeeming are, which bath 
© pitched on ne 
O, what a miracle to ſee me, the 
* arrant rebel, ſitting on the throne 
C with Jeſus! and * hope I ſhall be 
| « ſeen 


TE: 265 ) 


© ſeen there. — What cannot 22 
c do! | 
O, how theſe words, © He loved 
ME, and gave himſelf for mz,” once 
« penetrated into my heart, and made 
me cry Bleſs the Lord, O my foul, 
« and let all that is within me be 
« ſtirred up to bleſs his holy name.” 
A friend aſking him if he had any 
appetite for his ſupper, he replied, 
© Yes—O, if I had but as good an 
© appetite for the fulneſs of God as 
© I have for earthly victualsY — 
One obſerving to him, that under 
all his weakneſs his mind ſeemed to 
be very compoſed : he anſwered, © In- 
2 deed I am compoſed ; God hath 
*put a bridle in my mouth ; and 
though I have been a moſt per- 
* verſe wretch, yet he hath ftrangely 
5 reftrained me: and, O, how amaz- 
ing! he hath done this chiefly by 
8 kindneſſes and tender mercies; 
„„ 
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and is not that a ſtrange bridle for 
* ſuch an imp of hell as I have been? 
I cannot ſay that I have found God's 
words and eaten them; but truly his 
words have found me, and have 
been given to me, and have been to 
© me the joy and rejoicing of my heart. 
< Ol that is a ſweet little ſentence, 
ec We ſhall be for ever with the Lord.” 
© —O, how ſweet ! — for ever with the 
Lord And that which makes the 
© wonder is this, that it is WE that are 
6 to enjoy this happineſs; we pitiful 
< wretches are to be for ever with 
God our Saviour, God in our 
nat! | 
How amazing the myſtery of re- 
«© demption, in which the rich deſerv- 
b ants of hell are exalted to the throne 
of God, and that by the blood of 
© our Lord m_ Chriſt 1 ! —_— 


1 0, to 
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O, to be brought to this point 


3 


Then will I to God's altar go, 
To God wr chiefeſt joy, 

Vea, God, my God, thy name to praiſe 
My harp! 1 will employ, fal. xliii. 45 


II defireto depart and to be with 
Chriſt, which is far better: and 
though I have lived ſixty years very 
© comfortably in this world, yet I 
© would gladly turn my back on you 
all to be with Chriſt (weeping as 
© he ſpoke). I am ſure Chriſt may ſay 
of me, © Theſe ſixty yours this 
: cc * wretch hath grieved me.“ 


March 21ſt. In the preceding even- 

i ing, when he fell aſleep, he ſeemingly, 
left his heart with Chriſt; and, if we 
might - gueſs his meditation by his 
words this morning when he awaked, 
he was ſtill with HIM: among the 
firſt words which he ſpoke Were theſe, 
N " DOM O, it 
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O, it is pleaſant to enjoy fellowſhip 
© with Chriſt ! Any ſmall acquaint- 
© ance I have had of him convinceth 
£ me of this. And O, how much more 

* pleaſure might I have had, had it 
* not been for my own * and 
c wickedneſs ! 

< I think now that I could . 
« die to ſee him, who is white and 
* ruddy, the chief among ten thou- 

* ſand.” | | 
5 When at | breakfaſt, he cm 
bimſelf thus: How amazing that a 
rich deſervant of hell ſhould get ſuch 
© a meal! how much more that a 
rich deſervant of hell ſhould get a 
£ Chriſt 

Addreſſing himſelf to his two ſons 
in the ite, he ſaid, with peculiar 
earneſtneſs, O, labour, labour for 
Cbriſt while ye have ſtrength; I 
nos, repent chat 1 have been ſo lazy 
= 5 75 5 and 
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t and fo flothful in his ſervice. O, 
« commend Jeſus !—I have been look- 
ing at him for theſe many years, 
and never yet could find a fault in 
him but what was of my own making, 


though he hath ſeen ten thouſand 
* thouſand faults in me. Many a comely 


* perſon 1 have ſeen, but none ſo 
« comely as Chriſt; many a kind 


friend I have had, but none like 
Chriſt in loving kindneſſes and 


* tender mercies.” 


Some ſhort time after he ſaid unto. 
them, «1 know not whether ever 1 


| © ſhall ſee you together again or not; 


© but, O, labour, labour to win ſouls 
© to Chriſt— there is none like Chrift 


E —there is none like Chriſt— there 
© is none like Chriſt !—I am ſure a 


poor worthleſs wretch he hath had 
5 of me; but a precious, ſuperlatively 


* precious Chriſt I have had of him. 
N 3 1 Ne ever 
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Never grudge either purſe or perſon 


for Chriſt; I can ſay this, that I 


© never was a loſer by any time ſpent, 
or by any money given, for him. 


* Oh, the pains which God has 
© been at to ſave me, and the pains 
« which I have been at to deſtroy 
« myſelf! but he hath partly gained, 
© and I hope that he will N 

gain, the victory.“ 

After taking a ride in a chaiſe 


(when he came into the houſe he 


obſerved, reading tires me, walking 
© tires me, riding tires me; but, were 
J once with Jeſus, fellowſhip with 
© him will never tire: ſo ſhall we. be 
* ever with the Lord ! N | 

In the afternoon he lay down on 


his bed; and being aſked, after he 


awaked, how he was—he replied, I 
am no worſe;;— I am juſt a monu- 


ment of merey, and that is a great 


C deal 


„ 
* deal for ſuch a finner, eſpecially 
* when I add, that I am hoping for 
l redemption through Chriſt's blood, 
© even the forgivenels of my Bays 
© according to the riches of his grace. 
If doubting, diſputing, and tram- 
© pling on his kindneſs, could have 
© made him change his love, it had 
never been continued towards me. 
© Though I have not been left to 
commit groſs crimes, yet He and 1 
* know the outrageous wickedneſs of 
c my heart: fuch wickedneſs as 
© would have provoked any but a God 
© of infinite love to have caſt me 
into hell :— yet, jo, inſtead of caſt- 
ing me there, he taketh me into his 
© boſom and tells me, I Lov loved thee 
© with an everlaſting love, and with loving 
* kindneſs have ] drawn thee. —T will heat 
* their back ſlidings, and 1 Will love them 
Hebe, 


N 4 c © O bow | 
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© © how the Lord hath borne and 
carried me! He hath indeed given 


me my ſtripes, but never execept 
© when 1 richly deſerved them." O, 


that men would praiſe the Lord for 


“his goodneſs, and for his wonderful 
66 works towards the children of men.” 


I was young when left by my pa- 
© rents; yet their inſtructions, accompa- 
© nied with God's dealings, made ſuch 
=» impreſſions on my heart, as I hope 


© will continue with me to all eternity, | 


J have ſerved many maſters, but 
© none ſo kind as Chriſt ; I have dealt 
with many honeſt men, but no debtor 


© ike Chriſt: had Iten thouſand hearts, 


they ſhould all be given to Chriſt; 
and had I ten thouſand bodies, 


'$ they mould all be employed i in la- 


« bouring for his honour.” 


Seeing two or three perſons of his 


| acqutintance ſitting round him, he ſaid, 


4 - Now, firs, I have ſinned longer, i 
L and 
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S. and! in more aggravated forms, than 


any of you; but what ſins cannot the 
blood of Chriſt waſh out? what 


cannot mercy forgive ? © The Lord 


paſſed by and proclaimed his name; 
« the Lord, the Lord God, merciful 


and gracious, long-ſuffering, and 


« abundant in goodneſs and in truth.” 
c O, how aſtoniſhing that the Spirit of 


1 God ſhould enter into our vile hearts 
c contrary to our ſtrivings! Even ſo 
Cit ſeemeth good in his ſight. | Let 


« praiſe flow, for ever flow! 


March 22d. He a js no ſooner far 


down to breakfaſt, when, ike a man 


enraptured with the views of glory, 
he gave vent to his heart in the men= 
tion of the following lines : : XS 


They with the fatnefs of "uy houſe. 


_ | Shall be well ſatisfied : _,_ FVV 
From rivers of thy pleaſures ou „ 


2 Wut drink to them provide. 
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He repeated theſe lines thrice, 
changing the words hey and them into 
we and u- after which he added, 0 
* how ſtrange that rivers of pleaſure 


© ſhould be provided for the murderets 


* of God's Son, and the contemners 
* of his word! 


7 65 of his ſons pits to 4 kin 
chat he ſeemed to be quite indifferent 
now about things here, — he replied, 
Indeed I am ſo; only 1 would wiſh 

you, my ſons, my friends, my con- 

* gregation, the church, and all the 
world, ſo far as is conſiſtent with the 
© decree of God, were with Chriſt — 
from all other things my mind is 
© weaned : yet, if the influence of 
© God's Spirit were to be withdrawn 
© for a moment, O how horridly my 
heart would blaſpaeme!C? 

To one of his hearers, whoſe father 
Was an eminent Chriſtian, he tendered 


| the 


the following advice; Well—mind 2 
* theſe words,'—** Thou art my God; | 
RT 1 

'| 


« ] will prepare thee an habitation ; 
© my father's God; I will exalt thee.” 
We ſhould reckon him a madman | 
that would throw away a father's | 

ate, but he is much more fooliſh 1 
* who throws away a father's God. | | 

Being told that the day was cold, = 
and therefore his taking a ride would 

perhaps hurt him; he ſaid, O, to 
vin to the everlaſting day of fellow- 
* ſhip with Chriſt !— then ſhall we re- 
flect with pleaſure on all our cold 
band ſorrowful days here.” a 
=" "TOA poor man, a dying man, a 
* man that hath much to do, there is no 
© friend like Chtiſt. 

Waning his face in the water, * 
cried, © O, to be waſhed in the water 
, of life P= One remarking that he 
looked better than he did, It may 

N 6 e 5. 
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© be,” ſaid he; © however, when I am 
_ © conformed to the image of Chriſt, I 
<©ſhall' look far better ſtill.— This laſt 
0 uttered with a pleaſant ſmile. 

Stepping into the chaiſe to take his 
ride, and finding his inability to do 
it himſelf without aſſiſtance, he deſired 
his friends to look and ſee the pro- 
priety of that advice, Let not the 
„ wiſe man glory in his wiſdom 
© neither let the mighty man glory in 
& his might; let not the rich man 
& glory in his riches : but let him that 
« glorieth, glory in this, that he un- 
« derſtandeth and knoweth me, that I 
_ * am the Lord which exerciſeth loving 
© Kindneſs, judgment, and righteouſ: 
« neſs in the earth.” 

Upon his return from his ride, 

being aſked how he then was; he 
anſwered, ©* Well, well for ſuch a ſin- 
ner! — To another, who inquired 


if 


(mm) 


if he felt bimſelf any eaſier, he re- 
plied, © I cannot ſay that I am, but 
J am juſt as well as my heart could 
6 wiſh, if I were but free of ſin.— 
When a third acquaintance propoſed 
a ſimilar queſtion, he obſerved, *1 
am well; for it is with both body and 
| ſoul as it pleaſeth God; and what 
* pleaſeth him as a new .covenant 
© God, I deſire to ſay, pleaſeth me 
too.“ Reading to him a ſaying of 
Dr. Evans's, ſhewing his reſignation 
to the rod ;—* Well,” ſaid he, that 
ais juſt what I would have been at 
too: O, what kindneſs. God has 
© heaped upon me fince the year . 4 4 
what kind ſtrugglings! what kind 
* ſmilings ! what kind overlookings of 
© my outrageous wickedneſs ! but RE 
© hath ſhewed himſelf to be God and 
© not man in his dealings with me. 
* —In my mad attempts he hath 


often ſtopped me my mad wiſhes 
. 


l 
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he hath refuſed to grant; and my 
mad words he hath often ſeemed to 
© overlook.” | 


Being aſked if he reinembered of 


his preaching on this text, Pſa. lxxiii. 


22—“ So fooliſh was I and ignorant, 
cc and as a beaſt before thee :” he re- 


plied, © Ves; 1 remember i it very well; 
and I remember too that, when I 
« deſcribed the beaſt, I drew. the 
© picture from my own heart! But O, 


amazing conſideration ! nevertheleſs, 


J am continually with God, and he 
© holdeth me by my right hand !—* 


When the evening was come, and 
a friend propoſed that his clothes 


ſhould. be taken off; he ſaid, © Very 


© well—I would not wiſh to be a man 


_ © of ſtrife, on the borders of eternity; 


and eſpecially when I am as ſure 


© that the redeeming God is mine 
own as that there is an eternity.“ 


March | 
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March 2 3d. Converſing wich him 8 
about a ſermon which he once 5 
preached on theſe words, Iſa. xlvi. 4. | 
Even to your old age I am as,” | 
he obſerved, | that he remembered | 
diſcourſing on this text; and then 
added, with a ſort of cheerfulneſs, I 
« muſt ſay that I never yet found God 
to break his word in this ;—no, not- 
c withſtanding all the provocations 
* which I have given him.“ 

Walking in the Graſs Park, Ahich 
is contiguous to his houſe, and finding 
that he was ſcarce able to move for- 
ward, by reaſon of a boiſterous wind, 
he ſaid to a relation, who attended 
him, I é find that 1 am but weak, 
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Soon may the ſtorms of trouble beat 
The houſe of bondage down, | 
| And let the priſoner fly, 

| WATTS: 


When 
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When he had taken his reſt in the 
afternoon, he awakened with thaſe 
words, O, what a wonder that I 
© have not ſlept into eternal life ! ra- 
c © ther, O what a wonder if I ſhould 
* thus ſk cetly ſleep into eternal life ! 
© O, what is this!” 
| Having fat down to tea, he ed 
to be ſo much under the conſtraining 
influence of the Holy Ghoſt, that he 
could not forbear making mention of 


the mercies of the Lord ;— O, cried 


he, God is love, there is no enmity 
in him at all! — Again, there are 
three things which are very ſweet j— 
"the ſovereignty, the FegneNs and 
6 the fullneſs of grace.'— In à ſhort. 


8 time after he broke out in the fol- 
lowing expreſſions, O wonderful, 


5 wonderful ſubject, grace! O won». 
« derful, wonderful means, by which 
© it vents the righteouſneſs of Chriſt! 
Jaa 

$ 
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c 1 wonderful, wonderful iſſue 


C eternal life! 


An acquaintance aſking him if A 


really wiſhed to be ſtrong ; he replied, 


] rather wonder that I have ſo much 


© health and ſtrength as I have: many 


« of my fellow- ſinners, and many leſs | 


| © ſinners than I, are now roaring 


© in the place of torment without any 


8 hopes of deliverance, while _ my 
© body is eaſy, and my heart is in 


c fome meaſure filled with his 9575 


The ftrength which I wiſh now i 


c ſtrength to walk up and down 1 in the 


name of the Lord.” 


March 24th. At breakfaſt, 8 


his friends ſitting around, he ſaid, 


O, firs! when ſhall I take the laſt 


Chriſtian meal with you? —I am 


not weary of your company, nor 
F have I any cauſe ; but I would fain 


1 


-(-- 382} 
| © he at that, I will go to God's altar, 
even unto God my exceeding joy.” 
One of his little children coming to- 
inquire for his welfare, — he deſired 
her to come near ;- and, putting his 
hand upon her head, he W to her 
in the following manner :— Now, my 
© little dear, O mind to pray unto 
* God : — your father muſt ſoon leave 
you; but cry unto Jeſus—Thou art 
* my father, and the guide of my 
© youth ;—and then, though you will 
© not have a room like this to come 
© and ſee your father in, you will be 
© taken to a far better Father's room,” 
' Being told that his eldeſt ſon was 
gone home, he took occaſion to remark, 
how happy he ſhould be, if the time 
of his departure into the eternal world 
were arrived.— O, ſaid he, that 
© were ready for going home too !— 
About the year —— theſe words 
DE pon were 


* 6 


CE 
© were ſweet to my ſoul—* © There re- 
„ maineth a reſt for the people of 
« God.” „Are you not willing, fir,” 
| (faid one) © to live and preach Chriſt ?? 
He anſwered, * I would love to preach 
« Chriſt if I live; but, as to my life, 
© ] have no will in that matter; I wiſh 
© to have my inclinations ſubordinate 
© to the will of God. 

A friend obſerving that the goſpel 
was ſaid to be ſpreading in the eſta- 
hliſhed Church of England, — O, 
ſaid he, well, well may it ſpread; | 
the goſpel is the ſource of my com- 
© fort, and every ſinner is as welcome 
© to this ſource as 1.—And Oh, how 
5 * pleaſant, that neither great fins, nor 

great troubles, do alter thefe conſo- 
© lations ! =——» Theſe words were once 
ſweetly imprefſed upon my heart, 
Where ſin abounded, grace did 
& much more abound.” O, how-it 
8 | delighted 
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* delighted me, to ſee God taking the 
c advantage of my great ſinfulneſs to 
* ſhew his great grace — 

O the ſovereignty of God! 0 1 
© think that he hath uſed more means 


© to bring down the enmity and re- 


© bellion of my heart than he hath 


* uſed for an hundred beſide.” 
Receiving a glaſs of wine, he ob- 


ſerved, © How aſtoniſhing that God's 
Son ſhould get gall and vinegar to 


c drink, when his thirſt was great; 
© and yet that I ſhould have ſuch wine, 
© when my thirſt is by no means ex- 
* ceflive  — Afterwards, on a ſimilar 


occaſion, he expreſſed himſelf to this 


purpoſe: © I long to drink of the new 


wine in my Father's kingdom, which 


© will neither hurt head, nor heart. O, 
© that I had all the world around me, 
that I might tell them of Chriſt 


A friend reminding him that n 
| his 


r 


E OPS a 4 


_ — — — 
. ⁵— ü —— — — — 
— ——— ˙ . ̃ ͤ⏑6äHm NO <a _ - 


( 285 ) 


his infitamentality, as a teacher of | 
| divinity, about ſixty or ſeventy mi- 


. hiſters 1 were engaged in preaching 


Chriſt — he replied, * Had I ten 
* thouſand tongues, and ten thouſand 
hearts, and were I employing them 


all in commendation of Chriſt, 93 


could not do for his honour as he 5 


© hath deſerved, conſidering his kind. 
© neſs'to ſuch a ſinner. “ a 
When at tea, he gave vent to bis 
grateful heart in the following words: 
J am much obliged to you all, and 


© particularly to you, (addreſſing Kis 
© wife) for your kindneſs to me; yet I 
© muſt go back to this, Whom have 
J in heaven but thee? and there is 


none _ earth that I defire beſides 
te thee.” 


« He hateth putting away :” I am 


© ſure I have found that; for, oh ! the 


« provocations' which I have given to 


God 


* 
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£ God to caſt me off, and yet to this 


day he crowneth me with loving 


s kindneſſes! 


How aſtoniſhing the 


+  neceflity of the love of the Son of 


God !— Once I thought that ] got a 
© raviſhing fight of the neceſſity of his 
c loving me, the finner ;——he ſaid, 
« Other ep I have; ; them 1 mutt 


N N 


— O, his kindneſs, his kindneſs! 
J have ſhared of his frowns, as well 
* as of his ſmiles ;—little frowns in 


© compariſon of what I deſerved !—yet 


* when I even abuſed theſe frowns, as 
© well as his imiles, he hath often 


overcome me with tender mercies.” 


To ſome, who aſked him if he was 


any worſe, he made this reply — I 


£ am weak, but I anm well, conſidering 
© that I am ſuch a ſinner. I may ſay, 
«© Goodneſs and mercy have followed 


«6 me all the days of my life,” and I 


, hope 


TR . a 8 rode, 
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< hope to ©* well! in the houſe of God 


e for ever.“ ) 


Speaking to him abou Te ſupper⸗ 


he cried out, O, to be there, where. 
s they: © hunger no more, nor thirſt 


© any more; but are filled with the 


© fatneſs of God's houſe | 175 


— One of his younger children he 


exhorted in this form ; ;— © Now—cry, 


* to God, Thou art my Father: I do 


not think that I was much older than 


you when God cauſed me to claim 


© him; and O, God hath been good 
sto me! It is long fince he ſaid, 
Leave thy fatherleſs children upon 


„ me, and I will preſerve them alive, 


© and let thy widows truſt in me.” 


As I know not but I am dying of 


© this diſtreſs, I have effayed to caſt 


© you on the Lord; ſee that you caſt 


* yourſelf on him. 


| March : 


% 


( 288 ) 


March 25th. © Long ago I thought 
© to have known by experience what 
is meant by © dying in the Lord; 

© that 1s a leſſon, however, which I 
have not yet learned, but I will not 
quit hopes of learning it ſtill. 

Were it not that the blood of 
© Chriſt cleanſeth from all fin, damna- 
tion would be my lot; but in him I 
ec have redemption through his blood, 
« according to the riches of his grace.” 
And if Chriſt be glorified to the 


- © higheſt, and me ſhamed to the loweſt, 


I am content. 


| © Theſe words were once feet to 
© my ſoul, © I am leſs than the leaſt 
« of his mercies.” I thought that I 
* was not vorthy of the ſmalleſt fa- 
* your, yet I aimed to apprehend the 
© greateſt gift.— O, amazing ſcheme,— 
« redemption! Amazing contrivance 

. of it by God the Father !—Amazing 
© work 


1 850 


that? 
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*work of the Son purchaſing it! 
Amazing application of it by the 
C Holy Ghoſt! and amazing poſſeſ- 
* ſion of it by men! 
© It is now many years fince God put - 


me into the ſtate that I could not to- 


© tally apoſtatize from him; though no 
© thanks to me, for I have done my ut- 
* moſt againſt him, and yet he hath held 
© me; I know not if there ever was a 
© ſinner ſuch a perverſe wretch as me.” 
One aſking him if he remembered 
who it was that ſaid on his death- 


| bed, that God had fulfilled all the 
promiſes in the gift pſalm to him 


but the laſt, * His eyes ſhall ſee my 
ce ſalvation,” and now he was going 
to receive the accompliſhment of 
He ſaid No; and added, 
raiſing his voice, © But I know a man 


© to whom almoſt all the lines of that 
© pfalm have been ſweet —I think if 


© ever 


ws 
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ever God touched my heart he went 
through that pſalm with me,” 1 
March 26th. Being aſked how he had 
Nept; he replied in his common ſtyle— 
Good reſt for ſuch a ſinner, ſir. Said 
the friend, © You know that he giveth 
© his beloved ſleep. It is true,“ re- 
plied he; but ſure God hath no cauſe 
1 to love ine 
© Long ago Jehovah flenced me 
© with this, © Is there any thing too 
„hard for the Lord?” and to this 
© day I have never found out the thing, 
© though perhaps I have reſiſted his. 
C Spirit more than ever a ſinner did.” 
© I wiſh to be at that point, “ He 
© hath put to me the everlaſting cove- 
* nant ordered in all things and ſure ;” 
c for this is all my ſalvation and all 
my deſire.” 
Expreſſing his reſi ignation in this 
manner; I am entirely at the Lord's 
will; 
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: will; An acquaintance remarked to 
him, that * ſuch reſignation was not 
© the attainment. of every Chriſtian :* 
he anſwered — This is rather what 1 
* would be at than what I have at- 
* tained,” | 
Happening to el FEES) the ſtu- 
dents of divinity who had been under 
his charge, he ſaid © I with them all 
more ſerious and diligent than ever 
I have been; 1 hope, howevef, that 
God will not caſt me off as a ſlothful 
© and wicked ſervant: I a ſure that 
© he.hateth putting away.“ 
A friend obſerving that It is an 
unſpeakable mercy that God does 
* not deal with us according to our 
© works,” he replied — © Ah, if God 
© were to deal with men that way, (I 
* will. not except the apoſtle Paul), 
© the hotteſt place in hell would be the 
© lot of us mindest en, 
O32 - a think 


— — — —— — 
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© I think the early death of my father 
© and mother, the death of a wife, and 
© of children, in a remarkable manner, 
« wrought for my good. I could not 
but notice that when God took away 
© theſe he always ſupplied their room 
« with himſelf: — May he deal thus | 
with you when I die! 
My mind is now ſo wavering chat 
have little remembrance of what is 
© paſt, little apprehenſion of what is 
© preſent, and little foreſight of what 
is future: but, O what a mercy, that 
* when once the everlaſting arms of 
© Jeſus are underneath he will not loſe 
© his gripe — © Ifrael ſhall be ſaved 
in the Lord with an everlaſting 
& ſal vation.“ 
Here is a wonder a ſinner ſaved 
by the blood of God's Son! There 
* © are. wonders in heaven, and wonders. 
© in the earth; 3 but the leaſt part of 
| _ © redemption. 
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© redemption work is more wonderful 


* than them all.” 

March 27th. When ſome of his re- 
lations expteſſed their wiſhes for his. 
recovery; — © I wiſh,” ſaid he, that 
© God may do what 1s moſt for his' 

* glory, and for the good of my ſoul. 
Were it left to me, whether I would 
* chooſe life or death, I would not turn 
© a ſtraw for either, but would refer it 
* wholly to God himſelf.— All my days 


I have been rebelling againſt, and 


© vexing, his Holy Spirit; ; yet I may 


© ſay this has been the ſum of his con- 
duct toward me He wrought for 
his name fake, that i it ſhould r not be 


polluted. on 
O, how God hath e tod 
© law in his conduct toward me; If 
thine enemy hunger, feed him; if ; 
« he thirſt, give him to drink ;” and 


in o doing [ hope he hath heaped 


03 = 
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a hot melting coals of fire ie my 
head. 

One of his brethren in the miniſtry 
coming in to ſee him, he addreſſed 
him to this purpoſe : — Now I am 
_ © obliged to you for your kindneſs ; 
but, O! entreat Chriſt to pay me a 
a viſit: I do you no wrong when I 
* ſay that I would not give half an 
© hour's viſit of Chriſt for days, or 
months, or years, of yours. 
Any thing that I know about re- 
_ * Hgion is this — that J have found 

* weakneſs and wickedneſs about my- 
* ſelf, and grace, mercy, and loveli- 
26 neſs, about Jeſus. 

When a friend obſerved to him that 
we muſt run deeper and deeper in 
_ graces debt; he replied — O yes; 
and God is a good creditor ; he never 
© ſeeks back the principal ſum, and 
* indeed puts up with a poor annual 


IS * rent,” 


A number 
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A number of his acquaintances fitting 


round him while he dined, he broke 


out with theſe words: Well, firs, 


may we at laſt all meet at the table 


* above, and enjoy a feaſt there: no 
pain, no complaining, no trouble, 


there; but there is everlaſting, joy 


© and peace! 


© O how ſtrangely Chriſt bath tie | 


to me! perhaps not one in hell ever 


0 gave Roy oppolilien s, nis cords; of 
< love, which he threw  aboyt, me, I 
cCaſt away; the words which he. ſpake 


to me I contemned z yet I think, he 
* bath made me to yield. 


A 
n 4 


I never deſerved another word 


but this, © Depart from me, ye 
* curſed, into everlaſting fire: but 


* Chriſt hath ſpoken far other words 


© to me; and, O, how enlightening, 


melting, and healing. cheir influence 


* hath been! EH 4 
0 4 6 What 


80 


What a mercy that God himſelf en- 
ableth us to believe; for that unbe- 
lief of our hearts would call all the 
* promiſes rank lies if God did not 
* ſtop its mouth. 

Aſking if this was Saturday, he was 
told No, it was Tueſday ; and that 
he ſeemed to long for the ſabbath : 
I do,” replied he, © weary for the 
* ſabbath; and I would fain be at 
_ * wearying for the everlaſting ſabbath; 
© then ſhall I have no need of the 
© affiſtance of preachers; nor will I 
© even need the bleſſed Bible itſelf : 
© God's face will ſerve me for preackers 
© and Bible too. | 

March 28th. O that is a ſtrange 
«text, © God ſo loved the world that 
he gave his only begotten Son, that 
c whoſoever believeth in him might 
& not periſh, but have everlaſting life.“ 


© This declaration would {ſet our hearts 
. all 
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all en fire, if they were not infer- 
* nally frozen; and, indeed, cloſely 
applied by the Holy Ghoſt, it would 
{et them on fire, even though infer- 
nally frozen. He once applied it 
with ſuch power to my ſoul that I. 
think the application would Have in- 
flamed the heart of a devil, had: it 
been ſo ſpoken to him.“ : 
To. his ſons in the miniſtry he re- 
peated the exhortations which he gave 
them before. — O labour, labour to 
© win fouls to Chriſt ; I will fay this, for 
© your encouragement, that, when the 
Lord led me out to be moſt earneft 
in this way, he poured in moſt com- 
fort into my own heart; ſo. that he 
gave me my reward in my boſom: 
and when I have tried to help vacan- 
© cies the Lord hath repaid me well 
* with glimpſes of his glory. Were 
6 * the Lord to wn me young again, 
' Os I think 


* A A A A 
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* I think that I ſhould ſtudy to deviſe 
* other means for the gaining of ſouls 
chan thoſe which I have uſed, and to 

< proſecute them with more activity 
© than ever I did.” 

To an acquaintance, that inquired 
about his welfare, he gave this ac- 
count: © I am but weak; but it is 
* delightful to find one's ſelf weak in 
* everlaſting arms: O, how much do 
+I owe my Lord! 

What a mercy that, once e within 
« the covenant, there is no geiting out 
© of it again: now I find my faculties 
much impaired. His relations an- 
ſwering it was only his memory which 
ſeemed to be affected with his diſtreſs: 
Well,“ faid he, O how marvel- 
lous that God had continued my 
judgment, confidering how much I 
have abuſed it; and continued my 
| © hope of eternal life, though I have 
« miſemployed 
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© miſemployed it! — But where fin 
<« hath reigned unto death, grace hath 
o reigned through righteouſneſs unto 
cc eternal life, by Chriſt Jeſus our 

«© Ford. | 

My memory is muck failed ; bur, 
were death once over, I will remember 
© God's heaping of mercies, and my 
© multiplied provocations ; and when I 
© view the firſt on one ſide, and the 
© laſt on the other, on a new covenant. 
© footing, I will ſing keg to 
God for ever.“ 

Speaking about ſermons, he re- 
marked So far as ever I obſerved 
© God's dealings with my foul, the 
flights of preachers ſometimes enter- 
© tained me; but it was fcripture ex- 
* prefſhons which did penetrate my 
heart, and that in a way peculiar o 
themſelves. . 
06 20 
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To one, who alleged that if he were 
not happy afterwards many had rea- 
ſon to be afraid, he gave a reply to 
the following purpoſe : — I have no 
© other ground to be happy than what 
is by redemption through the blood 

© of Chriſt, and that is ſuited to you 
© as well as to me.” | 

Expreſſing his refignation to the 
will of God, one of his relations ob- 
ſerved that he ſeemed to ſway to one 

| fide, and his friends to another : © ] 
© own,” ſaid he, that I do ſway to 

one ſide, for I defire to depart, and 
© to be with Jeſus, which is far better, 
and you ſelfiſhly wiſh me to live 
with you.” —The relation anſwering 
that he hoped it was not wholly 
ſelfiſhneſs with them; perhaps it was 
for the good of the church that they 

deſired his life prolonged, —he replied, 

a * 
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Indeed it may be ſelfiſhnefs with us 
* both ; I confeſs it may be ſelfiſhneſs 
in me to wiſh to be with Chriſt, but 
O that God had never ſeen any other 


c ſelfiſhnefs in me than that! 


© when he ſweetens heaven, ſweetens 


* ſcriptures, ſweetens ordinances, ſweet- 
gens earth, and even ſweetens trials! 
O, what muſt that Chriſt be ur 
* himſelf !. 
O to have all our troubles fan 


* fied to us! and then, when in the | 


* eternal world, we will with pleaſure 
look back and ſee that through fire 
„and water he brought us to the 


5 wealthy place. 
One of his children ſaying to him, 


© Father, we would fain have you to 
„live; — he anſwered Well, I be- 


© lieve ſo; but I would fain be with 


5 Chriſt. — But would you not with 
to 
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© to take us with you ?* (aid the other; 
He replied “ It is not I, but Chriſt, 
* who muſt do that: — however, as to 
muy departure, I will not ſet the time 
« of it to God; he is wiſe, and I am 
* a fool.“ Being told that he had done 
much good to ſouls ſince the year 
1764, when he {ſaid he wiſhed to be 

gone; he obſerved O how ſtrange 
that God ſhould make ufe of one fo 
* finiul as me to do good to others! 
© But I believe that he was wiſer than 
me; and 1 ſhall fee this more clearly 
© when in the eternal ſtate.” Reading 


to him Mr. Erſkine's poem which is 


called The Work and Contention of Heaven, 

he remarked, © Well, though I ſhould 
never wiſh to ſee contention in the 
church on earth, yet I ſhould be 
„willing to join in Ralph's contention 
© above. Were I once in heaven, I 
think that I would contend with the 
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© befl of them; and I know that our 
* contentions there will not raiſe heats, 
© but excite love to one another.” 
When he received a glaſs of wine, he 
with a ſmile addreſſed his friends— 
© Now, firs, I wiſh you all new wine in 
© the kingdom of the Father at laſt, 
* and new wine from the kingdom of 
© the: F ather while you are on the 
© way to ii. 

Art ſupper, with bis uſual cheerful 
neſts he mentioned theſe lines; 5 


They wih the fatneſs of thy houſe 
« Shall be well ſatisfied: _ OLE 


\ 


and then added If earth ES 
partly by the inſtrumentality of men, 
is lo delicious, O what muſt the fat- 
© neſs of God's houſe be, the fleſh and 
blood of the Son, of God! .-:-- 8 
March 29th. Among the firſt words 
which he uttered were theſe; O, what 

"FS rebellious 
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© a rebellious child I have been to 
God! and O what a kind Father he 
© hath been to me! I need not go far- 
© ther than myſelf to ſee * that God is 
© love,” for ever in my trouble he treats 
© meas a mother doth her en ſucking 
child.“ 
A friend kipotaing to o fay * fi: 
© poſe you make not your labours for 
© the good of the church the ground 
+ © of your comfort; he, with a fort of 
uncommon earneſtneſs, replied—* No, 
no, no! it is the finiſhed righteouſ- 
| © neſs of Chriſt which is the only foun- 
dation of my hope: I have no more 
© dependance on my labours than on 
© my fins. I rather reckon it a wonder 
© of mercy that God took any of my 
* Jabours off my hand: © Righteouſ- 
© neſs belongeth unto. him, but unto 
cc me ſhame and confuſion of face.” 
If the Lord were to render unto me 
rn © according 


(3 2 
according to my works, the hotteſt 
place in hell would be my reward; 

yet by Chriſt's works eternal life to 
the moſt worthleſs wretch is ak a 
© ſuitable recompenſe.” 

Taking a walk through the houſe, 


as he ſtepped along be cheerfully re- 
peated theſe lines in the 89th palm : Te 


c In brightneſs of thy face, O Lord, 
« They ever on ſhall go; 
% They in thy home ſhall all the day 
% Rejoice exceedingly; _ 
« And in thy righteouſneſs ſhall they 
= * Exalted be on high,” ” 


0 as will be ftet: whe the re- 


i Pre the Lord ſhall walk thus 


© in heaven,” faid he; and then added, 
with tears in his eyes, And I am ſure 
that I may think ſhame to appear 
among them; but the more ſhame 
and diſgrace I deſerve, the more 
* glory God will get. O what 

a 1 ſtrange 


%. 


”—_ 
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© ſtrange things God hath done to ſave 
me! By afflictions on my own body 
* by the deaths of my parents; by 
bringing me to ordinances; by re- 
« proofs of conſcience; and he hath 
« ftriven with me for my ſalvation.” 
Walking out to the graſs park, -= 
Kappes to ſpeak about the A 
meeting houſe, which is at a mal 
diſtance from it, he could not forbear 
ſnewing his zeal for the good of ſouls. 
I would be happy, faid he, if my 
Ar brother had ten for my one 
das crowns- of joy at the laſt day; 
though I muſt ſay that I would with 
to have as many as poſlible ; but 
, it will be a ſtrange honour for 


*{uch a wretch as 1 to have half a 
dozen.“ | 


March zoth. To one who inquired 
about his welfare, he ſaid © 1 fit here 
, an inſtance of buman frailty ; and, I 


LY would 
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£ would fain add, an amazing inſtance 
© of God's kindneſs in redemption.'— 


Some perſons ſpeaking about an ill : 


bargain in his hearing, he took occa- 
ſion to remark, © O how happy to have 
© an intereſt in Chriſt ! that is a bar- 


gain which will never break; and by 
© that we, though naturally heirs of 
© hell, are entitled unto eternal life. — 
Often he cried out I find that I am 


© not ſtrong; but, O, it is a wonder 
that I am not damned I bleſs God 


that at leaſt I know thus much about 
© religion—I am convinced that 1 am 


© as a beaſt before God.! 


March Ziſt. £1 ee that about 
cs the year. . . I was breathing out 


laughter againſt the Lord Jeſus; but 
that was always the turn of the tale— 
«© Yet I obtained mercy.” IF 1 were 


© offered the crown of Britain inſtead 


of the fellowſhip with Chriſt, which 
*Ithen 
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* I then enjoyed, I would not heſitate 
* a moment about chuling the latter,” 

O the debt of grace is a ſtrong 

* kind of debt! Were I even now two 
* or three hundred pounds in debt to 
* any man, it would conſiderably diſ- 
* treſs me; but the views of my debt 


© to free grace remarkably refreſh 


my heart. f 
April 1fl.“ Were I once in heaven, a. 
© took of Chriſt would cure my broken 


© memory, and all my other weak- 
© nefles. There I ſhall not need wine 
© nar ſpirits to recruit me; no, nor 


* ſhall I mind them, but as Chriſt was 


through them kind to me.” 


Seeing the fire ſtirred, he ſaid © 0 
© to have my heart ſtirred and ſet in 
© an eternal flame of love to that dear 
© Son of God, of whom I think I can 
6 ſay © he loved me, and gave himſelf 


.66 tor me:“ and I am ſure, in point 


« of 


6 


© of worthleſſneſs, he might as well 
© have loved Belzebub himſelf.” 

April 3d. Sitting down in the park, 

and the ſun ſhining bright; upon his 
face, he cried out in a kind of tran- 
ſport © O how pleaſant to be for ever 

* beholding the Sun of Righteouſneſs 

in heaven, and how pleaſant even in 
* time to ſee him by fait!!! 

One of his brethren in the miniſtry 
paying him a viſit, and ſaying, among 
other things, Sir, we could not well 
want you :* he replied — © O, yes, 
© you could eafily want me, and I 
© would wiſh to be with Jeſus ; mean- 
© time I am wholly at the Lord's diſ- 
poſal. If the Lord would make me 
< uſeful in the church, I have no ob- 
« je&tions againſt living; but if not, 1 
© would rather die.” Upon his friend 

_ obſerving that the Lord ſeemed to be 
very kind to kim; ; be ſaid © Ves, 
; EE, God. 
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© God hath been heaping favours upon 
© the ſinner theſe forty years paſt; and 
© I will fay to his honour that he hath 
made my days of affliction always the 
© happieſt ; indeed I think that I have 
* ſeldom had very ſweet days, except 
© when I have met with affliftion one 
© way or another.” Being aſked by 
his brother if he felt no uneaſi- 
neſs at leaving his family and con- 
gregation, he anſwered, ] cannot 
« ſay that I feel any ſuch uneaſineſs; 
not but that I regard them; but I 
© know that a God in Chriſt can infi- 
© nitely more than ſupply my room. 
© I might be ſpared, and be of little 
c uſe to them; but God will be in- 
« finitely uſeful, My parents were 
taken from me when I was young, 
© and God hath been far better to me 
« fince than they could have been. 
What think you,” ſaid the friend, 
5 * of 


© of the preſent ſtate of the church ?* 


He replied—* The church at preſent is 
© ina very poor condition, but the Lord 


© can revive her: I have often found 
© that, when wicked luſts and wicked 


c devils have cauſed great diſorder in 
© my heart, the Lord hath brought 

© order out of confuſion. This partly 
8 encourages me to believe that, though 


wicked men and wicked devils cauſe 


« diſorder in the church, yet the Lord '; 
8. will make all things to work together 
© for good to his own elect. I do not 


expect to ſee it; yet it is the joy of 


* my heart that the time is coming, 
when the kingdoms of this world 


c ſhall become the kingdoms of Our 


Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt:— 


Dead churches ſhall yet be quickened; 
© apoſtate churches ſhall yet be reco- 


« yered; and churches ſhall be planted 


where there were none before.” 


April | 


( . gu2 ) 
April 4th. Finding himſelf very 
feeble, he obſerved * My legs are of 
little uſe, my head is of little uſe, 
and my hands are of little uſe; but 
my God in Chriſt is the ſame to me 
© now as ever.” 

Speaking about the Tod, which 
was to meet in the month of May, he 
ſaid that he believed he ſhould: not 
be able to attend; and then added, 
O, if the Spirit of God would bring 
me to the general ſynod of the church 
* of the firſt-born, that would be far 
© better ; — no idle words, no angry 
© ſpeeches, no finful ignorance, no 
© haughty pride, there! After all, it is 
© a mercy that Jeſus, the great mana- 

ger of the church, can overrule even 


© our. contentions here . his on 


* glory.” 

April 5th, When he took his walk 
in the * he Po to ſeveral ſpots _ 
where 
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where he ſaid that his ſoul had 
been raviſhed with the views of free 
grace: Vea, ſaid he, © on certain oc- 
© cafions my ſoul has been ſo tran- 
* ſported en that, as the n 
* ſpeaks, © Whether I was in the 
* body or out of the body, I could 

p ſcarce tell :” and perhaps it is ſu- 
_ © perſtitious in me, but I confeſs that 
I have a peculiar love to theſe very 
« ſpots.” 

After he came into his houſe, AY 
found himſelf tired with his walk, he 
expreſſed the wiſh of his heart in theſe 
words; O that will be a pleaſant 
journey, The ranſomed of the Lord 
c ſhall return, and come to Zion with 
ce ſongs and everlaſting joy upon their 
cc heads; they ſhall obtain joy and 
cc gladneſs, and Hare, and h iching 
< ſhall flee — 


r \ 908 Talking 
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Talking about mercy; he 6bſerved' 
* I could with to live and die a deep, 
4 deep debtor to mercy; and that none | 
of my works ſhould ever be men- 
* tioned but as manifeſtations of mercy, 
in enabling ſuch a ſinner to do any 
© thing for the honour of the God'of 
* mercy, and for promoting the work 
© of mercy in the welfare of 'others.”” 
To an acquaintance, who came to 
aſk for his welfare, he ſpake in the 
following manner: — Well, you” . 
©] am a prifoner here in my o.]ͤF 
© houſe ; but, O, that is a happy (I do 
© not chuſe to call it an impriſonment, | 
but a) ſort of confinement in a Re- 
© deemer's wee,” and in ng covenant 
of grace.“ £ 25 
April 6th. © How true is that fay- 
© ing, © Man in his beſt ſtate is alto- 
_« gether vanity!“ 1 am not one of 
LO BF 5 , © the 


cf a. 
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© the oldeſt; yet 1 find myſelf exceed - 
© ingly feeble; — however, although 1 


© am weak, I have reaſon to be — 


— Jam not damned. 
O the ſovereignty of God in per- 


A mitting ſome, both of angels and 
£ of men, to fall into miſery !—while 
< it ſecures the happineſs of. the: reſt to 


© all eternity.“ 
As an evidence of the tenderneſs of 
Mr. Brown' s conſcience, he frequently 
4 Save this hint to his conſort: I hope 


« you, will take care, when Lins ſpeak- 
4 ing to any acquaintance, that I do 
not ſay any thing trifling to them: 

dit is not my honour that I mind 


in this, but 1 ſhould be vexed, now 


© that I am a dying man, if I ſhould 
c ſay any thing to the diſhonour of 


« Chriſt, to the grief of the godly, or 


to be a ſtumbling block to the 


Üö;—¹ðbt1ʒ * wakes: 


6 


4 wicked : : indeed it would be m on! my 
© part to act thus. 

April th. Being aſked how hes wa E 
now, he replied -I am weak; but 
the motto of each of my days is, 
He hath not dealt with us as we 
* have ſinned, neither rewarded us 
« according to our iniquities.“ 

Sitting down in the park, and find- 
ing his eyes unable to bear the bright 
ſhining of the ſun, he remarked O 
© how” pleaſant to be in that place 
'* where they are ſo overcome with the 
* glory of the Sun of Kighteouſneſs 
© that they have to cover their faces 
* with their wings!“ 

Having occaſion to converſe about 
young men coming out to the mi- 
niftry, be obſerved © Well, though 

pride prevails' much in my heart, yet 
C = think I would trample it thus far 
| _ under 


Cav}: 


© under, my feet, as that I would be 


« glad to ſee all my ſtudents, and not 


only they, but all the faithful mi- 
« niſters of Jeſus, bringing hundreds or 


« thouſands of ſouls with them into 
heaven, though [ ſhould have but five 
* on HK 


Taking him i into 9 8 e 
he looked round him, and ſaid, Now, 


weak as I am, I would try to preach 
yet if I had none to preach i in my ſtead. 
. what ſweet fellowſhip with Chriſt L 


* have had here! and that pulpit bath 


been the beſt place in All che houſe 


© 16, e. 
A young ſurgeon paying him a . 
he thought it proper to teader ſome 


advices to him; among other things : 


he obſerved that perſons in this 
profeſſion had excellent opportunities 
of converſing with dying finners 


about. their eternal ſtate; chat their 


7x . patients 


on o — 


$$) 


patients would probably pay more 
attention to religious hints from them 
than from ſome others; — that while 
they gave cures to others they ſhould 
never forget to apply to Chriſt for 
ſpinitual healing themſelves. As he 
was evidently turning hoarſe with 


ſpeaking, one of his relations thought 


forbear for 2 little. He made chis re- 
ply—* Well, I ſhall ſay no more even 
* now; but, O, to be at that-— | 


e My mouth the praiſes of the Lord 
To publiſh ceaſe ſhall never; 


l Let all fleſh bleſs his holy name 7-4 
1 15 Fer ever mad for, evęr:? i 1008 


ils Ech. Lying on his back in ; 
the bed, and being exceedingly faint, 
he obſerved, with a low tone of voice, 


6 He re is a lecture on that text 


ws Vanity of valities; all that cometh is 
* — 
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© yanity and vexation of ſpirit :“ for 
„what a poor uſeleſs creature am 1 
© now | But, O, what a mercy that 
© Chriſt can raiſe glory to himſelf out 
of mere vanity !' In uttering theſe 
laſt words his heart OE _ be quite 
overcome. bis ew 
When a fiend alep MINS to him that 
he appeared to be ſunk in his ſpirits 
he replied - I am ſo; but it is not 
in the leaſt through any gre 
uſt through weakneſs,” '! 7 +. y' 4, 
Being aſked if he was dend to 
enter into a world of ſpirits, he an- 
ſwered No; a perſuaſion that Chriſt 
eis mine makes me think that when 1 
© appear in that world as a new in- 
**comer all the ſpirits there will uſe 
me well on Chriſt's account.” | 
It being remarked! by an wan 
ance that, conſidering him as a dying 
man, he ſeemed. to be as caſy as/he 
RY OE 4 well 
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well could be - © Yes,” ſaid he, I 


* really am ſo; for in my body I am 


not much pained, and as to my mind, 
it is compoſed, or rather cheerful: 


©} mean not that I have what the 
'© world call mirth, but I poſſeſs a ſort 
of | cheerfulneſs which ariſeth from 


views of certain texts of ſcripture.” 


May 7th. * As I have had fulneſs all 
© my days, I believe that I could not 


© now eafily- bear with pinching want ; 


yet I think to publiſh the goſpel of 
0 Jeſus I could willingly meet with 
© want or any thing elſe.” 
Riding in the chaiſe, and obſerving 


: how pleaſantly the corn and the graſs 


were growing, he cried out O, I 
think that I ſhould love to ſee that 
* promiſe accompliſhed, “ The wil- 
„ derneſs, and the ſolitary place, ſhall 
« be glad for them; and the defert 


28 alt rejoice and bloſſom as the roſe: 


| « it 
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cs it ſhall bloſſom abundantly, and re- 
joice even with joy and finging. 
{© The glory of Lebanon ſhall be given 
5 unto it; the excellency of Carmel 
*f and; Sharon, they ſhall ſee the glory 
& pf. the Lord, and the excellency of 
© our God,” —O, I ſhould love to ſee 
Fall this ere I. die, though Lwould 
© wiſh that it may not be long till /the | 
cut take place. I ſhould love, 
* when I depart to heaven, to be, able 
* to. tell this news to the redeemed aul> 
E lions, that the Holy Ghoſt had been 
© remarkably poured out in Eaſt Lo- 
© thian, and that there was not now a 
family in which the worſhip of God 
Fee een, 
lights the redeemed above to hear joÞ 
« Chriſt's glory being diſplayed, FR 
* of ſouls being ſaved on earth..“ 
When he obſerved the concern Shieh . 
bis wife ſnewed about his welfare, be 
ES 85 ſaid 


* 


(- ae}. 


'faid'* Now, no doubt; you do not 
if to hear about my departure; 
„but thy . Maker is thy huſband; 
* the Lord of hoſts is his name; he 
© can infinitely | more than ſupply the 
want of me? | 185 
111 May 8th. Paſſing "rk the! one: 'of 
his ſtudy, and looking into it; one 
obſerved © Sir, you never go in there 
now: he anſwered, No; the elo- 
„ ſet I wiſh now is the place of God's 
immediate preſenee; there the face 
of God will ſerve me "inſtead of all 
© my books.“. mo 
Addreſſing Himſelf to one 00 his 
ſons, he 0 New I am eaſy whe- 
ther ever you of any of my family 
c be what the world call rich, but I 
© ſhould wiſh you all to be fearers of 
God. Next to ſeeing  Chrift as he 
is, I think that I would defire to ſee 
| AFR and nnn. your back, all 
| 38 : © debtors 


© debtors. to free grace. O, I ſhould 
be happy to ſay Lord, here am 
«I and the children ee n 
f haſt given me. 
Exer ſince God on n 
with my heart, I never had any 
© comfort in any thought that my, ſins 
were little, but in the belief that the 
virtue of Chriſt's blood was infinite. 
* Blood that cleanſeth from all ſin; and 
in the conſideration of God's ; mercy 
being higher than the heaven. 
I once thought that text “ H will 
** have mercy cn whom I will have 
© mercy” had juſt been made for me; 
and, that it was ſo full of grace, zuſt 
that it might ſuit my condition. 


Were it poſſible for his majeſty and TY 


I to become young again; and were 
* ix left. to my choice whether I Would 
Fhave his lot or my own, I would, 
5 without. heſitation, chuſe my ohn 2 : 
102 4þ © 26 . "I 
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* if I have not got ſuch grand enter- 
© tainment for the body, I have got 
© feaſts-on texts of ſcripture, the like 
* of which, perhaps, he never ob- 
© tained : “ Goodneſs ren en bave 45 
followed me.“ | 
Talking about death, 15 dbfaved 
it might be written on my coffin 
here lies one of the cares of Provi- 
© dence, who early wanted both father 
© and Wy and . never miſſed 
ay 900 Speaking. about  fabmif: 
fion to the rod of God, he made the 
following remarks : I would not wiſh 
that fooliſh queſtion ever put to me, 
Would you go to hell if that were 
© the Lord's will? for it is God's pro- 
* miſe, ſecuring my falvation, that 
© has much influence in making me 
reſigned. God ifaid to me, I am 
* hy Lord thy Gen 12 and if he were 
a - nat” 
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© not to be mine for ever he would for2 


« feit his word, which is impoſſible? 
Being defired by a friend to give 
an aſſignation of his right to his books 


for the good of his family, he replied 
| — No, no; I would not wih that 
ever there ſhould be the leaſt ap- 


© pearance of avarice of the world in 


me; I can truſt my family to Provi- 


dence; and if, when I am in heaven, 


it appear that there was one con- 
verted by means of any thing that 
© ever I wrote, I will mark down an 
hundred pounds; if there ſhould be 

© two,: I; will ſay there is two hundred 
pounds; and if twenty, there is 


© ſomething of more value than twWo 


© thouſand pounds Mena is the re- 


c ward which J wiſh.” 


Two young 0 caming in to ade bs 
nim, he aſked how they were; upon 
their * very well, he aid t 

| 4 18 
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dc ig f the Lord's:mercies that we are 
* not conſumed; and, O, never fay 
© that you are very well to your on 
* confciences until you have good evi- 
© dence: of your intereſt in Chriſt. Be 
£ earneſt: to have acquaintance with 
« Jeſus no connexion ſo glorious as 
union with Chriſt; no pleaſure like 
© that which 1s. rb in eme 
© witir him!) rg Og 

To one who okilaiyed 4 ee 
ſaw him thought that he was rather 
better, he rephed All my wiſh is, 
© that if God ſpare me I may have 
gifts to ſerve him while I live; and; 

if J die, I with to n bim er : 
© have any being.“ Th 

May zoth,-: 1 * n 
au the endorſing of a bill, he ſaid 
O how pleaſant! the bills of God's 
* promiſes are my heritage: 1: have 
6 often forgotten them; but I am ſure 
3 15 e that 


( 97 2 

© that Jehovah minds them, and 1 
© know too that the * of God mill 
never deceive me. d 

Talking concerning his weak, he 
obſerved | God deals fo tenderly with 
© me in my affliction that indeed 1 
think the ſtrokes, as it were, 85 
© nearer his heart than they do mine.” 
May lith. The command is Owe | 
cc no man any thing,” What a mercy 
5: that there is no ſuch preeept as this, 
© Owe a Saviour nothing ;-or even a 
Study to owe him as little as poſſible. 

«I confeſs that I would not bone to 


1 Aland at our town croſs, with a paper 


on my breaſt, declaring that I was a 

'© bankrupt to men; but, O, I think 
that I ſhould love to ſtand in che moſt 
public place of heaven, having all 
the redeemed pointing to me as the 
« greateſt finner that ever was ſaved ; 
1 "Ow think r r — 


— ; 
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6 as the chief debtor to free es 
* would | rejoice my heart,” IF; 

May 14th. When one obſerved to 
him that his memory ſeemed to be 
much failed, he replied — It is ſo;' 
and then, ſhutting his eyes, be, in a 525 
vout manner, preſented this prayer: 
Lord, J am a ſtranger on this 1 8 
66 ; ae, not thy commandments from 
« me.“ Some alleging that he would 


not get out in his chair on account of 
the wetneſs of the day; Well; faid 
he, © if God would ſend his new co- 


£ venant chariot, death, and tranſport 


a me to heaven ere night, I ſhould be 
c happy, let the day be what it will. 
O what a mercy that my admiſſion | 


* into eternal life does not in the leaſt . 


l depend on my ability for any thing; 
* but I, as a poor ſinner, win in lean- 
ing on Chriſt as the Lord my righte- 


6 * oulnels ; on Chriſt, 15 made of God 
N „ unto 
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e to me righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 


e and redemption !” I have nothing 
to fink my ſpirits but my fins; and 
© theſe need not fink 1 me neither, ſince 
© the great God is my Saviour.“ 
To one that inquired for his welfare 
he ſaid I am fitting here, trying to 
wait for the ſalvation of God!“ 85 
© ſhould love that my departure was 


© nearer than perhaps you would wi; 
_©=—but Twill not murmur.” | Na 


Taking a walk fr om one room 10 


another, he, in a ſort of tranſport, cried 
O it will be pleaſant to enter into 
© Chriſt's light room above! Sure when 
1 am there, and when I reflect on the 
2 opportunities which I enjoyed i in this, 
„World, I ſhall wonder at myſelf : as a, 
© fool in the miſemployment of chem: 5 
but what ſhall I ay? when Chriſt 1 is 
8 the Way to Avery "68: 4 , 
2 0 % man, 
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Le re agg a fool, cannot err 


Adviſing, a young man to \ hondad his : 


father and mother, and being told by 
a friend that the perſons which he 


named were dead; he took occaſion to 
make the following remark: O, What 


5 a mercy that you can never tell me 


* that my friend Jeſus is dead, when 


* ſo many of my earthly acquaimtances 


care gone; and if you ſay af him that 
be was dead, I can anſwer but now 
cc he is alive, and lives for evermore ; 


and hath the _ of well W of 


« death.“ 


June Ath. When 1 15586 the bells 


ring he aſked what they meant; and 
upon being informed that it was the 
king's birth-day, he ſaid O when 
c will that glorious ſolemnity arrive 


4 en 11 oh e on n ſhall 


3110, be 
2 4 4 12 6 * 744 > & © 
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© be let off: that day of Jeſus, when 
angels and faints ſhall join in a gene- 
* ral ſhout to his honour. Then fires 


< ſhall be in the heavens, and fires on 


© the earth; „ the heavens. ſhall paſs 
& away with a great noiſe, and the 
* elements thall melt with fervent heat: 


c the earth alſo, and ene ä 


are therein, ſhall be burnt up.“ 


- Sometime after, obſerving the bells . 


un to ring, O, ſaid he, 


© blefſed be God that we have a better 
© King's birth - day to celebrate! — 
“ Unto us was born, in the city of 


6e David, a Saviour, who is Chriſt the 
Lord.“ On account of that event 


© the goſpel bells have been ſounding 
for ages paſt, and they will ring 
. © Jouder and louder ſtill. O, a Saviourt 
s the Son of God our Saviour! O, his- 


© kindneſs) his kindneſs ! a Saviour— 
a huſband to finners and to me! : 
Converling 


” q 2 „„ 


— — 


1 
Converſing about the manner in 
which the goſpel call is addreſſed to 
men, he obſerved It has been my 
* comfort theſe twenty years that not 

only ſenſible ſinners, but the moſt. 
! Kupid, are made welcome to believe 
Lin Chriſt.“ 15 
171 hrowing up his ada to a 3 
degree, as ſoon as he was able to {peak 
he ſaid Well, 1 am ſure that God 
Fl not kill me a my work is done 3 5 
pM to live any Kia | But, O, to 
c have my ſoul filled with Chriſt's new 
wine in the kingdom of heaven, I 
* know that I would not throw wp. 

6 that!” 15 
When he lay down on bis bed one 
aſked him how, he was now; he an- 
ſwered, I lie here in the everlaſting 
* arms of a gracious God.“ Are you 
. © not afraid, laid che friend, c 10 ap- 
* pear 
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r pear at the tribunal of God? He 


replied, © Were J looking to give the 


© account in my own-perſon, conſider- 


ing my fins; indeed I might be ter- 
© rified : but then I view Chriſt the 


© judge as my advocate and my ac- 


© comptant, I know that I do not owe 
more debt than he has paid. 
June 5th. An acquaintance "Pin 


to leave him, and ſaying that probably 


hewould ſoon ſee ſome of his brethren 


in the miniſtry ; — — Tell them, flid 


he, © that it is my defire chat they 
* may labour to win ſouls to Chriſt, 
© for now I am not able, though ever 


40 willing: meantime you muſt fay | 
c that Chriſt hath been a kind maſter 
, to me. Many a viſit he hath given 


©to me already, and I expect to be 


with him in heaven by and by. Tell 


them too that 1 deſire their Prayers, 
* that, with © ſubmiſſion to the divine 


* 9 vill, 
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* will, I may depart to be with woe 
which is far better. 

Being urged to take his Dreskfal- 
<1 will eat, ſaid he, as much as 1 
am able; the food is very good in 
© itſelf, and it is a memorial of my 
* ſpiritual proviſion, and I love it not 
2 eue worſe on that account.? 

When he coughed ſore, da ehe- 
tion expreſſed his grief to ſee him in 
that diftreſs; Why not cough ?? re- 
| plied he; O it would be happy if 

* each of theſe coughs and throwings 
© would haſten me to God as n 
F. ' ceeding | Joy. 

One remarking to um that his 
en ſeemed to be very foul; he an- 
ſwered © It may be ſo, but what a 


* mercy that it is not tormented in 


« flames! O, the power of free grace, 
that can make a tongue, which is a 
5 . of iniquity, an eg 

( « praiſer | 


<-praiſer' of Chriſt in heaven! But 
* what need I ſay, “ fot the heart is 
& deceitful above all things, and deſ- 
« perately wicked,” and yet it is made 
an eternal habitation 1 God and: the 
Lamb!“ 1 
When 50 6 came 1 his ride; "a 
was ſcarce fet down when he began ex- 
prefling his admiration of the love of 
God; © © the ſovereignty of grace! 
© How ftrange that I, a poor cottager's 
_ © ſon, ſhould have a chaiſe to ride in; 
„and, what is far more wonderful, I 
* think God hath often given me rides 
in the chariot of the new covenant : 
in the former cafe he hath raiſed me 
from the dunghill, and ſet me with 
* great men; but in the latter he hath 
© exalted the man, ſinful as a devil, 
and made him to fit with the Prince 
© of the kings of the earth. O, aſto- 
2 ne . aſtoniſhingl' 
ung 4 os : 


Em D 


Being offered a little wine, - he ob- 
Jected againſt taking it; © For,” ſaid 
he, I am afraid that it will hurt me, 
and I would not wiſh to hurt that 
head which, as well as my heart, 
is Chriſt's; let him do with it as he 
< pleaferh, but I, would not, wiſh to 
© have any hand in hurting it myſelf. 
No doubt I ſhould love to be at 
my public work again; and had it 
been any other than God that had 
7 reſtrained me I ſhould not have taken 
1 8 it well, but as it is the Lare 1 deſire 
. toſubmit. 
Were God to preſent | me wich the 
c dukedom of Argyle on the one hand; 
and the being a miniſter of the goſpel 
* with the ſtipend which I have had on 
© the other, ſo pleaſant hath the mi- 
_ © niſtry been to me, notwithſtanding 
© all my weakneſs and fears of little 
_ * ſucceſs, that I wage inflanrly "_ 
* the laſt,” „„ | 
/ | T0 


. 

To ſome acquaintances who came to 
viſit him he ſaid, Here, firs, take 
warning that ye muſt die. Now I 
© think it is come to dying work with 
© me; but, if Jeſus hold me up, though 
I die, all is well: * Bleffed are the 
<« dead who die in the Lord.” l 

A miniſter aſking him what was the 
beſt method a perſon could take when 
a conſideration of his own ſinfulneſs 


terrified him in preaching ? He made 


this reply Attempt to believe, —juſt 

© as a ſinner—as the chief of ſinners. 
© Theſe promiſes have been ſweeteſt to 
© me which extend to men, if they 
were but out of hell. It is a 
« faithful ſaying, and worthy of all 
0 acceptation, that Chriſt Jeſus: came 
© into the world to fave ſinners, of 
* whom I am chief.” Once theſe 
words were ſweet to my ſoul; 1. Ba 


thought, ill as I was, I could not be 


0 worſe than the chief of ſinners: con- 
- * ſcience 5 
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© ſcience ſaid that I was themoſt wicked 
£wretch that ever breathed ; and that 
e bad ſhewed myſelf to be ſuch, eſ- 
< pecially by rebelling againſt con- 


* victions, and by trampling on Chriſt's 
© alluring words: yet ſince Chriſt came 


* to ſave ſinners, even the chief, why, 


thought I, ſhould I except myſelf. 


When he roſe to take a walk through 


the houſe, he found himſelf ſo; feeble 


that he was in danger of falling almoſt 


at every ſtep; however he comforted 


himſelf and his friends in this manner: 


\ 


© I am now very weak; but were I in 


© heaven I ſhould renew my ſtrength; 
there ſhall I mount up with wings 
« as an eagle: I ſhall run, and not 
« weary ; I ſhall walk, and not . 
25 No ſtaggerings there.“ 

Alfter family worſhip! in the evening 


he obſerved, e O, it would be pleaſant 
if our experiences in ordinances were 


* buch here 25 that they Fog, fir us 


; p ** K 
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© for. the exerciſes | of heavenz our 
© prayers here a. ſtretching! forth of 
© our deſires for the enjoyment of God, 
© and the Lamb; and our praiſes here 
© a tuning of our hearts for the mou 
above.” 254 22) 

June 6th. One aſking him this moet. 
tion, Sir, does it not ſtrike you with 
fear when you think of being con- 


* fined in a grave?” He anſwered 
No; ſuch is my eſteem of Chriſt that 


I think I am eaſy, though they ſhould | 
* bury me in a aunts if my foul 

© were but with him. But, faid the 
other, are you not ſorry to part with 
© all your family? — He replied — 1 


© muſt own that I have a concern about 


my wife and children; but when my 


of heart enters properly into theſe words, 
« Be with the Lord,” the leaving of 
F cel diminiſhes into a very ſmall 


© point; and, although natural affec - 
0 tion for wem! is as ftrong as ever, 1 


if 
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hope that, when I am away, Chriſt 
< will far more than ſopply my room 
C to them, and then you will ſee we 
© ſhall be better on all hands.” DEE 
Seeing his relatives aſſiſting him 
vnder his weakneſs, he often ſaid © I 
« really wonder at the kindneſs of men 
to me; but eſpecially 1 am amazed 
0 when I refle& that it is all the kind- 
« ch of my God through them,” 181 
When on any occaſion his little 
| children were gathered around him, he 
uſed to commend his Lord in ſuch 
words as theſe : 141 here is none ſo 
« glorious. as Chriſt—he is altogether 
< lovely;—if you could put all the gold 
c and filyer into one heap, the glory 
« of Chriſt would far exceed all: 1fay 
this, having, I think, ſeen Jeſus ; : bur 
« as yet I have only ſeen him through 
c « a;glaſs darkly ; after this I offt to 
* ſee him face to face. 1 
To one of his fons in the miditry 
he 


= b : 
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he gave the following advice: O, 
© try to run as deep in Chriſt's debt 
* as pollible, and take his own way of 
paying, viz. by acknowledging his 
kindnefs; and when you mind your 
© own debt remember your father's 
5 debt too: fay cc Thou art. my God, 
„ will praiſe thee; my father's God, 
4e will exalt thee.” Again, O labour, 
© Jabour to win ſouls to Chriſt; fouls 
© are well worth the winning; and 
Chriſt is lar more worthy of 3 
| . them too. It gives me pleaſure now 
© xo think that I did not indulge my 
c ſelf i in idleneſs it in my Maſter” s ſervice; 
©: not but that I was idle, only I do not 
remember of indulging myſelf ir in it.“ 
June I 5th. A friend ſaying. to him 
© You are not now travelling to Stow 
© ſacrament as you uſed to do about 
* this time of the year: he replied to 
this purpoſe 1 No, I wiſh'to be travel- 
| „ing to God, as my exceeding joy; in 


23 8 5 the 


C7 
*the meantime I muſt ſay that at 
© Stow I have had ſuch ſweet hours 
© that neither Chriſt nor 1 ſhall ever 
, forget.” 
| Being aſked what he dete of free 
grace, after living ſo many years a 
miniſter, 1, faid he, © have altered 
my mind about many things; but 1 
„ now of the ſame mind that ever 
I was as fo grace and ſalvation 
© through Chriſt.” HIGH DEST. 
Where are now all your anxieties : 
about the church?” ſaid one; he re - 
plied, © I have left my anxiety about 
it, and about every thing elſe, on the 
Lord; and indeed, were it. not for a 
God in my nature, I would reckon 
the preſent caſe of the church'very 
y © hopeleſs ; but in the view of Chriſt 
I am perſuaded that ſhe wilt yet re- 
0 markably revive on earth,” 
June 17th. He was ak! pebdche 
5 extremely weak; but, as the outward 
man 
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man decayed, ſo che inward man was 
ſtrengthened day by day. ; 
Lying on his bed, and ſcarce Ai 
to ſpeak, he looked up to one of his 
\ brethren in the Soc and ſaid, with 
a nes 48 NN. Barr — 15 he 195 
„he 63 18 become my de 5 
June 18th. Seeing him much diſ- 


rrefled. with the failing of nature, ,a. 


friend ſaid to him, Sir, I hope the 
„Lord is not forſaking you noy;' he 
e No; God is an ces 
n 7th: v1 

Being aſked by another Tay be 


Was, he replied— O, it is ſtrange that 


the Lord Jeſus. 98 us to 
pray even at the laſt!' | 
Fixing his eyes on two or three of 
his relations at his bedſide, he addreſſed 
them in the moſt affecting manner: 


555 Os firs!. dying work 1 is ſerious! 4 


e vi A 
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* work indeed! and that you will ſoon 


find, as ſtrong as you are.” 

June 19th. He ſeemed to be fre- 
quently engaged in ſneaking ; but, 
owing to the change of his voice, it 


was only a very few of his words which 


could be underſtood. 


Upon a friend ſaying to him, Sir 
* you ſeem to be ſore diſtreſſed, it was 


thought that he made this anſwer : 
© The Lord hath his own way of car- 
©-rying on his own work.” 

The laſt words which he was ade 
to utter were theſe: MY CHRIST! 


About four hours after he fell cl 
in Jeſus. - 


5 Mark the perſek! nan, and behold 


« the upright ; for the end dof that man is 
cc peace. [ 
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and mercy of God, long laboured 
among you, not as I ought, — far, very 
5 far from it, —but as T could, I muſt 
. now leave you, to appear before the 
| judgment-feat of Chriſt, to give an 
: account of my ſtewardſhip. You can- 
not ſay chat I ever appeared to covet 
any man's ſilver or gold, or apparel, 
or ever uttered one murmur about 
what you gave me; or that I ſought 
yours, not you. You cannot charge 
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me with idling away my devoted time 
in vain chat, either with you or others, 
or with ſpending it in worldly buſi- 
neſs, reading of plays, romances, or 
the like. If I bad, what an awful 
appearance ſhould J ſoon have before 
my all- ſeeing Judge. You cannot 
pretend that I ſpared either body or 
mind in the ſervice of your ſouls; or 
that I put you off with airy conceits 
of man's wiſdom, or any thing elſe 
than the truths of God. Though 1 

was not aſhamed, as I thought, Pro- 
vidence called me, to give you hints 
of the truths preſently injured, and the 
ſupport of which is the declared end 

of the Seceſſion, yet I laboured (chiefly. 
to ſhow and inculcate upon your con- 
{ciences the moſt important truths 
congerning your finfulnefs and miſery, 
and the way of falvation from both 
_ through Chrift ; and laboured to hunt 
: 35 = you 
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you out of all your lying refuges, and 
give your conſciences no reſt but in 


Chriſt, and him crucified. The de- 
light of my ſoul was to commend 
him and his free and great ſalvation 


to your ſouls, and to direct and en- 
Free you to receive and walk in 
him. I call heaven and earth to re- 
rd againſt you this day, that 1 la- 
boured to ſet death and life, bleſting 


and curfing, before you, and to pe | 


ſuade you. to. chuſe life, that 


might live. By the grace of God 1 


have endeavoured (however poorly) 


to live holy, juſtly, and unblameably,. 
among you.. And now I leave alt 
theſe diſcourſes, exhortations, inſtrue- 


tions, and example, as a teſtimony 
for the Lord againſt you, if you lay 


not your eternal ſalvation to heart as 
che one thing needful, the better part 


. hall not be taken from vou. 10 1 


6 But 
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But I have no confidence in any of 
theſe things before God as my judge. 
I fee ſuch weakneſs, ſuch deficiency, 
fuch unfaithfulneſs, ſach imprudence, 
ſuch unfervency and unconcern, ſuch 
ſelfiſhnneſs, in all that T have done 
as a miniſter or a Chriſtian, as richly 
deſerves the deepeſt damnation of 
bell. I have no hope of eternal hap- 
pinefs but in Jefus's blood, which 
eleanſeth from all fin ; in redemptibn 
_ through, his blood, even the forgive. . 
neſs” of my ſins, according to the 
riches of his grace. It is the everlaſt- 
ing covenant of God's free grace, 
well ordered in all things and ſure, 
tat is all 1 my falvation and all my 


de ſi ire, 1 a i 
5 Now I aloe. 97 e of the 
truth of theſe rings which I preached 
urtto, you. MW I never reached unto 


You any other way 0: falvation than 
leſſayed 
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I effayed to uſe for myſelf. I now, 
when dying, ſet to my ſeal that God 
is true. After all that I have faid of 
the ſinfulneſs of your hearts, I have 
not repreſented to you the ten thou- 
ſandth part of their vileneſs and guilt. 
Knowing, in ſome meaſure, the terrors 
of the Lord, I: endeavoured to per- 
ſuade you that it was a fearful thing 
to fall into che hands of bis Wrath; 
but who knows the power of his 
wrath? Knowing, in ſome meaſure, 
the deceitfulneſs of ſin and devices of 
Satan, I labeured to warn you .of 
them. But what eſpecially delighted 
my heart was to ſet before you the 
excellencies, the love, the labours, 
of our Redeemer, and God in him, 
giving himſelf, and applying himſelf | 
to ſinful men; and to repreſent to you 
the work of God on the heart in the 

day of his power, and the exerciſe of 
the- 


{ 
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| the heart in its diverſified frames. 


What I ſaw, and taſted, and handled, 


both of the bitter and the ſweet in 


religion, delivered I unto you. Little 


as I am acquainted with the Lord, 


I will leave it as my dying teſtimony, 
that there is none like Chriſtz there 
is nothing like fellowſhip with Chriſt. 


I dare aver before God, angels, and 


men, that I would not exchange the 
pleaſures. of religion which I have 
enjoyed, eſpecially in the days of my, 
youth, for all the pleaſures, profits, 
nours, of this world, fince the 
till this preſent moment, ten 


Creat 


| thouſand times told. For what then 
would 1 exchange my entrance into 
the joy of my Lord and being for ever 


with him? Truly God hath been 


good to a ſoul that but Poorly ſought 


him. O, what would he be to yours, 
1 67 would ne with 
What 
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: what: heart-raviſhing power and grace 


he hath teſtified againſt my wicked 
and unbelieving heart that he is God, 
even my God ? And now whom have 


I in heaven but him? nor is there any 


on earth whom 1 deſire beſides him. 
My heart and fleſh fail, but God is the 
ſtrength of my heart, and my portion 


for ever. Left early by both father 


mother, God hath taken me up, 
and been the orphan's ſtay. He hath 
given me the heritage of thoſe that 
fear him. The lines have fallen to 
me in. pleaſant places. I have a goodly 

| heritage. God is the portion of mine 


inheritance, and .of my cup ; he | 


maintaineth my lot: yea, mine on 


God 1s ee God NE Os 


fave 1 
Had I ten We ee 


offer, and theſe ſecured: to me for 


ever, they ſhould be utterly con- 


temned. 


— — — 


light of the marriage with Chriſt; and 
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temned. Doubtleſs, I count all ings | 


but loſs for the excellency of the 


knowledge of Chriſt Jeſus my Lord; 


and 1 do count them but dung to win 


him, not having mine oon righte- 


ouln ſs, which is of che law, but the 


righteouſneſs of God; "WER is Ow 
fat cu. 0 i 


Now, „ When 1 go to give my ac- 
count to God, "ONE Wage! it molt be“ * 


rr v7 


ttt to your chrcefs a eigbbeundh 


ſome did not attend the means of grace 


at examinations, i in meetings for prayer 
and ſpiritual conference, as ye ought % 


| Mut a it be that, after labouring 


ſo many years among you," 1 left leſs 
lively religion in the congregatiot 


than 1 found in K. at firſt? 4 it 


be that ye were called, but ye made 


of his oor falvation' | ah Muſt! it 
that. 
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that ye contented ene with a 
form of godlineſs, without knowing | 
the power of it? Muſt it be that 
ſome few, trampling on their moſt | 
: ſolemn engagements, forſook me, ha- 
ving loyed this preſent world 3 Muſt 
it be that others were not careful to 
train up their ſeed for the Lord! 1 | 

Muſt it be that ye often heard the 

moſt ſearching ſermons, or the moſt 
delightful, and went away quite un⸗ 
aſſected Or muſt it be that ye were 

awakened; that your ſouls. looked n 
to Jeſus, and were enlightened ; 3 that | 
ye believed with your, heart unto. fal- 
vation; that ye harrowed in the ſeed. 

of the truth, which I ſowed upon you, | 
by ſerious meditation and fervent pray- 
er; that ye laboured to win ſouls to F 
Chriſt ? Alas! 1 fear many of you, 
will go down to hell with a lie in 
your ght hand; 89, down t to bell 
e with. 


1 45 
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with all the goſpel ſermons and exhort- 
ations you ever heard in your conſcience. 
to aſſiſt it to upbraid, gnaw, and tor- 
ment you! My dearly beloved hear- 
ers, ſhall I ſee you next in everlaſting 
fire, prepared for the devil and his 
angels? Shall 1 ſee theſe faces all 
in flames at the laſt day, and theſe 
eyes, which often looked at me, looking 
lively bright horror at the judgment - 
feat of Chriſt? Muſt I hear that Re- 
| deemer bid you depart! from him, as 
curſed, into everlaſting fire, prepared 
for the devil and his angels? And 
muſt I, who have ſo often prayed for 
your ſalvation, and preached for your 
ſalvation, add my hearty Amen to the 
| ſentence of your eternal damnation | ? 
God forbid! ! | 
Let me then befeech you now, 
without a moment's delay, to conſider 
your ways. O, liſten to the Lord's 
„5 Invitations! 
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invitations! believe his ſelf- giving 
declarations and promiſes, which times 
without number have, with ſome 
meaſure of earneſtneſs, been founded 

in your ears! For the Lord's ſake 
dare not, at yout A e to ſee 
me again in your ſins, and refuſers uf 
my Slorious Redbdernc and Maſter? 
O, give him 155 hearts give bim 
your hearts! I never complained» of 
your giving me too little. Nayyzl 
thought myſelf happier than moſt of 
my brethren as to all outward matters. 
But I always thought and complainel 
that you did not uſe my maſter Chriſt 
as I wiſhed, in your hearts, lives,” aud 
houſes. And now T afk nothifig for 
myſelf, of any of my family, bur make 
this my dying requeſt, that you would 
now receive my maſter Chriſt into 
pour hearts and houſes. Could my 
foul ſpeak back to your from the eter- 
nal 
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nal ſtate; could all my rotting bones 
and finews, and every bit of my body, 
ſpeak back to you from the grave; 
they ſhould all cry, O that ye were 
| wiſe! that ye underſtood this! that 
ye would conſider your latter end! 
O, that ye would give my maſter 
Chriſt thefe ignorant, guilty, polluted, 
and enſlaved, hearts of yours! that he, 
as made of God to you wiſdom, and 
righteouſneſs, and ſanctification, and 
redemption, might enter in and fill 
them forever with his grace and truth ! 
O ſay not to a dying, a dead miniſter, 
rather, O ſay not to a living Re. 
deemer, and to his F acher, and to is 
bleſſed Spirit—Nay, © 
Bern, beloved, whom I with to be 
my joy and crown in the day of the 
Lord, ſuffer me to ſpeak from the 
dead to you. Let me exhort you, 
by all. you inexpreſſible finfulneſs and 
miſery; | 
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miſery; by all the perfektions, words, 
-and works of God; by all the excel- 
lencies, offices, relations, labours, ſuf- 
ferings, glory, and fulneſs of Chriſt; 
by all the joys of heaven. and hor- 
rors of hell; 3 now. to make ſerious york 
of the eternal. ſalvation of Your fouls, 
Try. what improvement. you haye made 
of all my miniſtrations. Call to mind 
what of my texts, ſermons, or other 
inſtructions, you can; and de MN 
over before the Lord, eure 6h th hem 
cloſely to your gyn conſcience and. 
heart. Waſh. yourſelyes thorough] bly, 
in the blood of Jeſus Chriſt, from, all 
; the ſins of holy digg afince. you. and 
I met together. _ ige bsheld 
«a recommend to jou, young Per- 
ſons, my two Addreftes, annexed to 
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raiſing up children to Chriſt, as a 
part of my dying words to you. They 
will riſe up in judgment againſt you 
if you contemn them. | 
With reſpect to your obtaining ano- 
ther miniſter let me beſeech you by 
much fervent prayer to get him firſt 
from the Lord. And let it be your 
care to call one whoſe ſermons you 
find to touch your conſciences. May 
the Lord preſerve you from ſuch as aim 
chiefly to tickle your fancy, and ſeek 
themſelves rather than Jeſus Chriſt 
the Lord. Let there be no ſtrife 
among you in calling him. And 
when you get him, labour at his en- 
trance to receive his meſſage from 
Chriſt with great greedineſs. Let your 


vacancy make you hungry and thirſty 
for the goſpel. And let all hands 
and hearts be intent on raiſing up a 


359 ) 
ſeed for Chriſt in poor withered and 
wicked Eaſt Lothian. 

O, how it would delight my ſoul 
to be informed, in the manner of the 
eternal ſtate, that Chriſt had, come 
along with my ſucceſſor, conquering 
and to conquer! How gladly ſhould 
I ſee you and him by hundreds at 
the right hand of Chriſt at the great 
day, though 1 ſhould ſcarcely have my 

ten! O, if Chriſt were ſo exalted, ſo 

# remembered, among you, as to make 
| me ſcarcely thought of! I deſire to 
decreaſe, that he may increaſe. ' 

Now, unto him that loved us, and 
| waſhed us from our fins in his blood, 
and hath given us everlaſting con- 
ſolation and good hope through 
Chriſt, be honour, and glory, and 


dominion, and bleſſing, for ever #4 
ever! oy 
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This! is a faithful faying, and wor- 
thy of all acceptation, that Chriſt 
Jeſus came into the world to fave ſin- 
Werd of whom 12 am the chief. 


Your ot once affeRivnate Paſtor, 


Joun BrowN. | 
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